AMES Board of Trustees

October 8, 2025
Called to Order:  5:10 p.m.
Attendees:





Board:




Visitors:
Richard Anthony



Milena Mitre
Nicole Butler




Tara Wion
Jose Crespo

Donald Saxon





Allison Young



Staff:





Excused:
Brett Wilson





Nancy Carpenter

Hema Katoa





Richard Welch (Zoom)
Educational Excellence
1.    Minutes of September 10, 2025 – The minutes from the meeting of September 10, 

       2025 were presented to the AMES Board.
       Motion to approve the minutes of September 10, 2025:  Donald Saxon
       2nd:  Jose Crespo
       Vote: Unanimously approved

2.    Board Application Introduction – The following applicant was unable to attend the    
       September AMES Board meeting was able to introduce herself to the Board.
       Tara Wion is a former AMES Biology teacher who has a student that is a Junior  
       At AMES.  She has run the State Charter School Science Fair for several years.
       Tara feels like with her experience and past knowledge of AMES along with her
       research connections could be an asset for the AMES Board.
3.    PTSO Report – Sunnie Young informed the AMES Board that the PTSO provided
       dinner for the AMES teachers from Cafe Rio which the faculty appreciated.  Sunnie
       also mentioned that Milena Mitre has expressed interest in becoming the new AMES

       PTSO president so Sunnie will step down and be available as a mentor for Ms. Mitre
       for the rest of the year.  Milena Mitre will now assume the PTSO President Board
       position on the AMES Board.

4.    TSSA Approval – TSSA stands for Teacher and Student Success Act which requires

       an approval from the AMES Board.  The policy was presented by Brett Wilson, he
       explained that the funds are used to help with Math, Technology and to help fund 

       lane and step changes.  

       The Board asked for some clarification of the goals to fit the strategies.  They want to
       sure we maintain focus on the Early College aspect that provides an alternative to
       boundary schools.  The policy will be rewritten as requested and presented in
       November for approval.
5.    SHINE Policy – The SHINE is a new program this year, it was previously a state
       program that has now been turned over to each LEA to set their own funding priority

       in Highly Impacted and Needed Educators.  In the past AMES teachers that have
       received the funding have been in Math, Science and Special Education.  The 

       priorities that AMES is setting this year are Special Education (1), CTE (2), Math (1)

       and Science (2).  The policy also provides an appeal process.  The AMES Board 
       asked for one correction.

       Motion to approve the SHINE policy with the requested change:  Nicole Butler

       2nd:  Richard Anthony

       Vote:  Yea – 4, Abstain - 1
6.    Bullying Policy – 1st Reading - The AMES Bullying policy needed to be rewritten 
       to include the verbiage “Abusive Conduct” as required by the state of Utah.  The 

       updated policy was presented to the AMES Board for their review.  The policy will

       be added to the Employee and Student Handbooks.  There was a question about item

       VIII – B, after discussion the correction was found to be unnecessary.  The AMES 

       Board will review for approval at the November Board meeting.

7.    LEA Specific Licenses – When updating the teachers in the state system this year 

       it was found that some of our teachers don’t have the proper endorsements for some

       of the classes that they teach.  We have asked the USBE for LEA Specific Licenses

       for the following teachers:

       Kristen Davis – Secondary Reading – She is currently endorsed up to grade 8 and 

       will work to  complete the secondary endorsement.
       Cindy Hackett – Financial Literacy – She has completed all requirements to teach

       this subject but it won’t connect to her Special Education endorsement.

       Casey Miller – Health – He needs to take the Health Praxis test to be qualified.

       Dennis Pedersen – Engineering – Dennis will take the needed classes to complete

       His Engineering endorsement.

       Motion to approve the LEA Specific Licenses:  Donald Saxon

       2nd:  Jose Crespo

       Vote:  Unanimously Approved
Fiscal
1.    August & September Fiscal Report – Richard Welch presented the AMES Board
       with the fiscal report for the first 3 months of the fiscal year.  Our spending is at

       21.3% while our revenue is at 25%.  The Granite School District bill is being 

       handled better this year with AMES being able to review the census before we are

       billed.

       Motion to approve the August & September fiscals as presented:  Alison Young
       2nd:  Jose Crespo
       Vote:  Unanimously approved
Board Organization

       No Business
Foundation
       No Business
.AMES Mission
1.    APPEL Candidate – Asja Johnson who was hired as a Paraeducator this year, she 
       has 2 Bachelors Degrees and has expressed an interest in becoming a full time 
       Special Education teacher.  She has gone through the process to work with the
       APPEL and has been approved.  Cindy Hackett will help mentor her for the next 2 
       years until she finished her program.

Potential Next Meeting Topics:
TSSA Policy approval
Bullying Policy approval
School Trustland Council approval

Public Comment

Tara Wion commented about the bullying policy and is wondering if parents will need to sign off on it for this year, she also wondered if adding Cottonwood students to AMES classes would be a cross culture problem.  She can see the benefits with faculty interaction, keeping AMES viable and students being seen differently.  She also thought the TSSA including a strategy for student recruitment in a good idea.
Milena Mitre was wondering if there is a way for students to anonymously report an issue of concern to the school?

6:32 p.m.

Motion to move in to closed session:  Richard Anthony
2nd:  Alison Young
Vote:  Unanimously approved

7:05 p.m.
Motion to open meeting:  Nicole Butler
2nd:  Donald Saxon
Vote:  Unanimously approved
Motion to approve the following a new AMES Board members – Alison Young and Tara Wion:  Nicole Butler

2nd:  Donald Saxon

Vote:  Unanimously approved
Motion to adjourn:  Donald Saxon
2nd:  Richard Anthony
Vote:  Unanimously approved
Meeting adjourned – 7:06 p.m.

Next Meeting – November 12, 2025
Approval pending
