Grand County Council of Aging
Grand Center      June 9, 2025
Members Present:	
Karen Feary, Kim Sherwood, Pat, Yordy Eastwood, Cherie Major
Others Present:
Melodie McCandless (GCC rep), Susan Baffico, Raven Albertson (Alzheimer Association)
Call to order 12:50 pm
Karen called the meeting to order. There was a silent reading of the minutes.  There were no corrections except the spelling of Frinchum a guest.  Pat moved to except the minutes and Kim seconded, all approved.
Pat gave the activities report:
1. Successful on-going activities include Coffee and Tea, book club, games like cards, dominos, bingo, pickle ball, Tai Chi
2. Mother’s Day Tea
3. Exercise programs
4. Senior Games Hole in the Rock outing
5. June 12th there will be a potluck picnic in the park 
District COA Meeting in Green River: Karen and Melodie attended, there was not a quorum so two counties reported activities and then concluded to lunch. Melodie said it was, however, an insightful trip.
Grand County Representative:
1.  Melodie reported on the High-Density Housing Overlay discussions.  Many people cannot afford the cost of Owner-Occupied housing, so the county is discussing work force occupancy. This way people can buy the house and rent it to workers.  It is about affordable housing that provides a place to live without turning these into overnight rentals.  This temporary solution is being considered.  
2. The Governors office on Housing is sending Steve Waldrip to Grand County to discuss Canyonland Special Services District and other needs of seniors.
3. There are two feasibility studies under way, one on over 55 housing and the other on golf course expansion.

Director’s Report:
1. Continuing to provide education workshops, for instance Dementia and other senior issues
2. Mayors’ office meeting with seniors and visit by Mike Lee’s  (Senate) office on Senior Issues
3. Strong lunch program that averages 60 people per day. The lunch and other programs are advertised in the Center newsletter and Grand County website
4. Monthly Grand Junction trips
5. New Mexico Trip
6. New Van is coming to the Center
7. Center employees are moving from Aging Service out of Price to Grand County employees.  This gives the empolyees more options and better benefits.
8. Food menus are still approved out of Salt Lake City
Raven report from the Alzheimer’s Association:
1. Provided Dementia workshop to Moab care givers
2. Provided workshops for dementia volunteers community members and various support groups 
3. Working on providing workshops and support in Moab for brain health and more services like early dementia tests. It was suggested that she partner with USU and Seek Haven to provide services.
4. Information about scheduled services is available on Facebook and she tags the Moab Senior Center.  They also inform support groups like Hospice directly.
5. Raven was asked how we can help people with dementia pay bills. This is a need that involves personal finance and possible legal or fraud issues. Raven said she would check out ways to help and get back to us.
Susan was asked if she had comments.  She said she is interested in what we are doing and likes to attend occasionally.  Susan said she would attend the next Moab Area Partnership for Seniors meeting and report back to Karen.
Karen attended a Listening session on aging issues from locals around the State.  The session was to inform the Governor’s office.  She asked if there was going to be an official report and Yordy did not think there would be a report.  Karen said she hoped there would be a report as there was important information presented and hoped there would be more time for Q and A in the future.
Meeting was adjourned at 1:45

