SANPETE WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
BOARD of TRUSTEES
Jay Olsen
Matthew Palmer
Justin Jackson
Wade Eliason
McCrae Christiansen
Stanford Jensen
Scott Bartholomew

Meeting
For
September 9, 2025
6:30 P.M.

Present were: Jay Olsen, Justin Jackson, Matt Palmer, Scott Bartholomew, McCrae Christiansen, Stanford Jensen, and Wade Eliason.  Also present were Brian Andrews and Delmas Johnson with Hansen Allen and Luce, Amanda Olsen, and Tom Day with Devils Pass Irrigation. 

Welcome-   by Jay Olsen 
[bookmark: _Hlk208072222][bookmark: _Hlk211276356]Approval of the August 12, 2025, minutes - The Minutes of the August 13, 2025, meeting were reviewed by the board. Matt Palmer made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Justin Jackson, and it passed unanimously, with Jay Olsen, Justin Jackson, Matt Palmer, Scott Bartholomew, McCrae Christiansen, and Wade Eliason each voting in favor.

Approve payment of outstanding bills- The board reviewed the bills. Members discussed several storage-related billing items totaling over $1,000.  Concerns were raised about unclear charges related to physical records stored off-site by legal counsel. prompting a decision to contact the attorney for clarification.  A motion was made by Wade Eliason to approve the bills. Scott Bartholomew seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously, with Jay Olsen, Justin Jackson, Matt Palmer, Scott Bartholomew, McCrae Christiansen, and Wade Eliason each voting in the affirmative.

A reminder was given that any tax increase proposal for 2026 must be submitted to the county by October 1. The board discussed whether to proceed with a tax increase this year or wait until 2026. Members agreed that justification for a tax increase would need to be strong and clearly communicated to the public. Current tax rate is 0.000363. The maximum allowed is 0.0004. It was noted that the Board had previously decided to incrementally raise the rate to avoid sharp increases in future years. The consensus was that the Board will not pursue a tax increase this year, but may revisit the issue next year when they are better positioned to justify additional funds due to specific projects.
A proposed budget will be presented at the next meeting. Board members were asked to review current spending and anticipate future project needs. 
Huntington Cleveland Irrigation contract review and approval- The board members were given the attorney’s proposed contract and letter.  The board members were given time to review it.  Because the board did seek legal advice on this contract, they will discuss the matter further in closed session.
Update on current projects and any new applications- Last time the district awarded North Creek Irrigation $200,000. The board asked for some skin in the game; they have been working hard and have come up with other funding, also.  No other new projects have come in at this time. 
Brian Andrews sent out a new email notice for new projects about 2 months ago. They will send it out again and see if they get any more responses. 
Direct diversion design- The Sanpete Water District's direct diversion design will be discussed in closed session. 
Change Application update- Brian Andrews has been monitoring all the new change applications filed in Sanpete County. We now have a standard letter that has been reviewed by the attorney to use when we find any change application that is of concern, and we would like to protest. We have protested some water change applications, and we are just waiting for a response. Brian informs the board of 3 change applications that may be a concern.  There is a discussion regarding those 3 coming up, but some have not been signed yet, so the time to respond has not started yet. Scott Barholomew made a motion to protest the 3 change applications: a53352, a53460, a53471. Stanford Jensen seconded the motion, and the motion was passed unanimously, with Jay Olsen, Justin Jackson, Matt Palmer, Scott Bartholomew, McCrae Christiansen, and Wade Eliason each voting in the affirmative.   
Hearing Nov. 4 @ 8:30 in Provo- Motion for summary judgment is set for November 4, 2025, in Provo. Any of the board members who can attend are welcome and encouraged to attend. 
Wet Day- Still in the process of contacting people to be presenters.  
District Web Page – The board would like to update the district's website; it has not been updated in years.  Greg Soter is who the district has used in the past and who has held our domain for us.  Brian Andrews has his phone number and is close to his office. He will contact him about what it would take to update the website.  
Other Business- No other business.
Closed session UCA 52-4-205(1)(c )) (UCA 52-4-205(1)(d)(i)(ii)- Scott Bartholomew made a motion at 7:51 PM to go into closed executive session to discuss litigation and land.  Wade Eliason seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously, Jay Olsen, Justin Jackson, Matt Palmer, Scott Bartholomew, and McCrae Christiansen, and Wade Eliason each voting in the affirmative. Brian Andrews was asked to stay for the Closed executive session. 
Justin Jackson made a motion to go out of the executive session at 8:52 PM. The motion was seconded by McCrae Christiansen, and the motion passed unanimously, with Jay Olsen, Justin Jackson, Matt Palmer, Scott Bartholomew, and McCrae Christiansen and Wade Eliason each voting in the affirmative. 
As a result, to a discussion in Closed session, Justin Jackson made a motion to authorize Jay Olsen to sign the agreement revised by our attorney with Huntington Irrigation Co.  Scott Bartholomew seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously with Jay Olsen, Justin Jackson, Matt Palmer, Scott Bartholomew, McCrae Christiansen, and Wade Eliason each voting in the affirmative.
Another motion was made as a result of a discussion in closed session.  A motion was made by Scott Bartholomew to approve and sign the attorney letter to Utah Division of Water Rights regarding the Change application Date. The motion was seconded by Standford Jensen, and the motion was passed unanimously, with Jay Olsen, Justin Jackson, Matt Palmer, Scott Bartholomew, McCrae Christiansen, and Wade Eliason each voting in the affirmative.
Next meeting: October 14, 2025
The meeting is adjourned at 9:15 PM 




