SHAMBIP SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT MEETING MINUTES
FEBRUARY 19TH, 2025  6:30PM
52 S PARK LN, RUSH VALLEY, UTAH

Alisa Meyer called the meeting to order at 6:40pm. 
 Amy Pehrson read the January meeting minutes. *Dean Alder motioned to approve the minutes, Matt Hogan seconded the motion.* All approved.

Daniel Gunnell UDAF- Daniel spoke with Mark Quilter about running his drone to help estimate the amount of sediment in the Vernon reservoir.  He said that his drone will not work over water.  The best idea is to find a boat and take points and match it with the original reservoir plans to get an estimation of how much sediment there is.  Daniel is working to find out about some NRCS funding that might help with this project.
Zone 3 meeting will be held March 5th at the Lehi Legacy Center at 1:00pm.  Lunch will be served.  
At the local work group meeting, which Alisa Meyer attended, they suggested a fund pool to pay people to use the rental equipment that the districts have.  This would be another incentive for those who have contracted with NRCS projects.  There is $2,000 to use for a meeting with the Grantsville District on Soil Health.  This is to let people know about the juniper removal projects.  Mark Farmer (DNR) wrote a paper how juniper removal helps soil health.  The district decided the first week of May potentially the 8th would be a good time and maybe have this meeting at the Fireman’s museum.  Potential speakers could be our own Darrell Johnson, Bart with Tooele County and maybe Cory Ransom. The $2,000 can go to pay for bldg rental and speakers.
Desire VanDyke wrote a letter form that we can contact our congressman about the current IRA funding freeze to say that we would like funds to continue for those IRA contracts that are currently in place. *Darrell Johnson motioned to put Shambip Soil Conservation District on the letter, Matt seconded the motion, all approved except Alisa Meyer who is currently serving on the FSA board and is not allowed to lobby.*

Kert Young NRCS- Kert said that the IRA fund was created to last for a certain amount of time and it is in addition to the regular funding they receive.  Because of the funding freeze, they are unable to pay contracts, rank anything or work on CSP contracts.  There is also a hiring freeze.  Currently, there are no engineers working for the NRCS in our area.  The NRCS is still taking applications.  The funding will be less and there probably will be fewer employees at NRCS.

DISTRICT BUSINESS
Alisa Meyer Chair- Carl Ege said that the DNR has to charge for whatever tasks they do, persons and equipment.  They wondered if anyone in Vernon had a boat with a fish finder.  Alisa needs to come up with a sediment and economic survey to present at the next Vernon Irrigation meeting around the 3rd or 4th week in March.  Carl Ege would like to attend if possible.  The original reservoir plans are needed to help calculate the sediment.  Mitchells would like the sediment to go to their property.  There is an NRCS/Forest Service grant available.  Alisa attended the drought meeting on February 4th for 1 hr.


Darrell Johnson- Darrell felt the Vernon Irrigation meeting went well.  He feels that if they can get something started that the other ideas for projects will follow.  The agriculture night was a success and he was surprised at the good turnout we had. 



Dean Alder- Dean said there were some people he knew that want to use the mower.  Dean mowed about 6 acres with it to try it out.  Dean completed a survey for John Deere.  Scott delivered the mower screen and Dean said it was good.  Scott will bring an invoice next meeting.  Dean paid Matt Hogan for the treats he bought for the agriculture night.  Check #338 for $140.

Matt Hogan- Matt brought his family to the agriculture night.  He said they liked it and it was a good outing. There was good participation. He felt we didn’t need treats anymore.

Scott Pehrson- Scott felt that the Vernon Irrigation meeting was good and that there were lots of ideas being discussed.  He feels that they need to focus on one project whatever is most important.  Scott is unaware of any county property west of Vernon that a tank could be installed.  He will check with Dan Walton to find out if he has any ideas or knows of any property away from Vernon Main Street. The weather report is that last Thursday we cancelled our meeting because of a storm.  Daniel Gunnell said they received 18” of snow, Rush Valley got 4”, and Vernon got a skiff.

Amy Pehrson- The left over SERA money for this year is going to be sent to the districts so that they can pay the board members with a check and then get reimbursed from the state.  Details will be forthcoming.  Amy has not submitted 2nd quarter’s SERA because we are waiting for further instruction.  Amy will also check with Sherie on the mower accounting and how that is best accomplished either with a separate bank account or just separate accounting on paper.

Next Meeting- March 13th  Rush Valley
Adjournment- * Scott motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:30pm, Dean seconded the motion.  All approved.*



