SEPTEMBER MINUTES
 CANYONLANDS CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
September 10, 2025   
The Heritage Center--Tropic, UT

PRESENT:
            Dan Meisenbach                                   Tyce Palmer                                
            Carl Shakespear                                     Kristi Westwood
            John Meisenbach                                  Melanie Heaton
            Link Chynoweth                                     KayeLynn Neilson


Welcome and Call to Order      Dan Meisenbach

DISTRICT BUSINESS:
Checking Account   
Cole was not in attendance.  He will try to get in touch with KayeLynn before next month. 
Accept Previous Month’s Minutes   
Motion was made to approve the August  Minutes.
MOTION: Link Chynoweth
SECOND:  John Meisenbach
VOTE:  Unanimous
	Bills / Mail
		No Bills/Mail
		
           Other District Business
Upcoming Conferences.  State Convention.  A flyer was handed out advertising the state convention to be held November 5-6.   Any new resolutions need to be received by  the state before October 19.

Soil Health.  This is planned for February 5.  More information later.
	
Poster Contest.  The USDA is sponsoring a poster contest for school children.  The theme is “Home is Where the Habitat Is”.  The District Directors decided to pass this information on to local students—grades 3-6.  The Due date is October 17.  Prize money = 1st place:  $100,  2nd place: $75, 3rd place: $40.  A motion was made to host a local poster contest.  Tyce will send information to the schools advising them of due date, contest details and offer the above prize money.
		MOTION:  Link Chynoweth
		SECOND:  Carl Shakespear
		VOTE:  Unanimous
Self-Evaluation.  The directors completed the self-evaluation survey required by the state.  
	
ZONE 5      (Tyce Palmer)
ARDL updates.  The Cottom’s loan application is moving forward.  They turned down the water op grant because it required metering  before updates.  They wanted to get going on project asap.   	Doug Renaud application is progressing also. 
	
No-till drill rental.  Discussion was to confirm that all board members were notified of a request from the forest service to rent the dill, and that it was unanimous not to rent the district equipment.  Concerns were:  not knowing who would be operating the machinery or the landscape it would be used on.
	
Commission Meeting.  Tyce  and Dan will be attending the Garfield Commission Meeting on October 13 and 10:30.  The purpose is to ask for more money to help with local concerns.

Producer Outreach.  Do we want to do an activity that lets local producers know what kind of services are available?  Last time we did a coffee/doughnut meet in each area and it seemed to be successful.  This subject will be placed on the agenda next month,

NRCS UPDATE   	(Kristi Westwood)
Current funding.  Current funding must go through strategic funding proposal.  So far the only ones approved are for Escalante water quality.

This funding process is new and will be revamped as needed.  Districts will be asked for input and will be invited to trainings.  There are no application deadlines yet as they are waiting for guidance from the National office and for the process to be streamlined.  It is anticipated that the deadlines will be sometime in November, so producers should be working on applications. 

	Local Workgroup meeting.  This year’s LWM meeting will be held in Orderville.

Personnel.  Echo Barnson has left her position.  Kristi, an administrative assistant, and 2 resource cons are now manning the NRCS office.

	Canyonland Range Project.  Information found on farmers.gov

EXTENTION UPDATE  (Melanie Heaton)
The Soil Health and Reproduction Workshop.  The workshop, held last month, was very nice and well attended.  Thank you to the District for sponsoring.  The board members who attended also voiced their approval and said it was very beneficial.  A motion was made to reimburse Danny for travel to and attendance at this workshop.
		MOTION:  John Meisenbach
		SECOND:  Carl Shakespear
		VOTE:  Unanimous

Gopher Program.  The gopher program is on-going.  It probably won’t cost as much this year, as there doesn’t seem to be as much participation—probably due in part to the dry conditions making it difficult to trap.	

December Weed ID.  A workshop to ID weeds and get pesticide credits will be held in Orderville.    Crop School.  If you have topics you want to see covered, please let Melanie know.  Also what works for other producers.
	
OTHER BUSINESS
	Motion to Pay Clerk    
 Motion was made to pay the clerk for the month of September
MOTION:  Link Chynoweth
SECOND:  John Meisenbach
VOTE:  Unanimous
Next Month’s Meeting:  
	 Escalante at the Lodge
Fill out SERA Forms for Month of September 
Motion to Adjourn    
Motion was made to adjourn
MOTION: Carl Shakespear
SECOND:  Link Chynoweth  
VOTE:  Unanimous


Meeting Start:  12:00
Meeting End:  1:45
Minutes Approved:
1

