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Sugar House Park Authority | September 11, 2025, MINUTES
Date/Time: Thursday, September 11, 2025, 6:00 — 9:00 pm
Location: Online

Attendees Anchor Location

Board Members Present: Siavash Ghaffari Salt Lake County Government Center

(President), Roxanne Christensen (Vice 2100 S State Street

President), Shehan Jaro (Treasurer), Jackie Salt Lake City, UT 84190

Rosen, Patrick Leary, Holly Nichols, Richard

Layman, Toby Hazelbaker, Jascha Clark If you have questions or require additional
assistance, please contact Jeniffer Goodman at

Board Members Absent: None (385) 468-1800.

Staff Present: Jeniffer Goodman, Diane Booth,
Lauren Brady

Public Present: Josh Jorgenson, Fenn
Ketchoyian and supporters. Sue Mcjames

Agendas, recordings, and meeting minutes can be accessed on the Utah Public Notice site at

utah.gov/pmn/.

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by President Siavash Ghaffari at 6:00 PM.

Public Comment
President Ghaffari opened the floor for public comments.
No public comments were made.

Approval of Special Events
A motion was made to approve two special events that have been held for three or more consecutive
years and do not require a representative to be present:

e Huntsman Heroes End-of-Year Celebration

e  Cystic Fibrosis

e Motion: Richard Layman

e Second: Jackie Rosen

e Vote: Unanimously Approved


mailto:parks@saltlakecounty.gov
http://sugarhousepark.org/
https://www.utah.gov/pmn/

A presentation was then heard for the following new and returning event:
¢ Neighborhood Picnic
¢ Motion: Holly Nichols
e Second: Toby Hazelbaker
e Vote: Event was unanimously approved

Event Approvals Table

Pavilion(s) or ||Document |[Reservation

Name/Organization/Event Board Decision

Field(s) Reference |Date(s)
Sugar Beet 2222:35 THct))tl)ly Nichols,
Neighborhood Picnic Pavilion and Portfolio1l [[09/18/2025 ’ y
. Hazelbaker. Approved
Hidden Cove

unanimously.

Motion: Richard Layman,
Fabian Lakeside||Portfolio 2 ||09/23/2025 Second: Jackie Rosen.
Approved unanimously.

Huntsman Heroes End-of-
Year Celebration

Motion: Richard Layman,
Second: Jackie Rosen.
Approved unanimously.

_— ) Full Park . 05/01/2026 —
Cystic Fibrosis Closure Portfolio 3 05/02/2026

Park Bench Request
Fenn Ketchoyian presented a request to install a memorial bench in honor of Anthony “Tony” Casillas, a
long-time cross-country coach and counselor. His daughter, Carrie Casillas, spoke about his legacy and
connection to Sugar House Park. The proposed location is on the south side of the lake, near a light post
where Tony traditionally began practices.

e Motion: Richard Layman (with an addendum to collect and present Tony’s story as part of the

memorial)
e Second: Holly Nichols
e Vote: Unanimously Approved

Administrative Items for the Board
e Discussion: Approval of August 20205 Meeting Minutes.
e Motion: Jackie Rosen
e Second: Richard Layman
e Vote: Unanimous approval

Financial Reports — July & August 2025
Presented by: Shehan Jaro



e Revenue: Primarily from Salt Lake City O&M invoice, reservations, and interest income
o Expenses: Lean period; largest expense was insurance renewal

e AR/AP: 520,000 owed by the county; minimal outstanding payables

e Discussion: Fund balance, liquidity, and request for monthly pavilion rental reports

e Motion: Richard Layman

e Second: Roxanne Christensen

e Vote: Unanimous approval

Administrative Updates
Rezoning of Sizzler Property
e Jackie Rosen submitted comments to the county. Awaiting planning commission meeting
(tentatively October 8 or later).
Garden Club Facility
e No major issues. Summer camp concluded. Cleaning frequency reduced.
e Water Leak: Repairs made; root cause unclear.
Land & Water Conservation Fund Audit
e Awaiting response from state for inspection scheduling.
Board Recruitment
e Chair Ghaffari working with Jen and Lauren to fill upcoming vacancy.

Capital Improvement Projects (CIP) — FY2027
Presented by: Roxanne Christensen
Deadline: October 1, 2025
Projects Prioritized:
1. Pavilion Replacement (#5 of 7)
Playground Replacement (Far East Playground)
Irrigation System Upgrades
Street Calming & Pedestrian Infrastructure
Operations Automation (e.g., restroom timers, signage)
Garden Center Parking Lot Drainage
Wi-Fi Expansion (Garden Center and future park-wide)
Safety Lighting along Parley’s Trail
Motion: Richard Layman (with additions of playground and Wi-Fi)
Second: Jackie Rosen
Vote: Unanimous approval
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TreeUtah Agreement
e Jackie Rosen reported edits are still in progress.
¢ Vote postponed to next meeting.



Pavilion Project Updates
e Parley’s Pavilion: Tables nearly installed; opening imminent
e Big Field Pavilion: Tree planting event scheduled for October 4
e Discussion: Soft opening celebration with light refreshments considered

Incident Report
¢ One medical emergency resulting in a minor car accident. Individual transported to hospital.

President’s Report

Delivered by: Siavash Ghaffari
e Nine police visits in August. No major incidents.
e Bathrooms and gates secured during patrols.

Closed Session
A motion was made to enter a closed session to discuss ongoing legal concerns related to the board.
e Motion: Roxanne Christensen
e Second: Jackie Rosen
e Vote: Unanimously Approved
e Time Closed Session Began: 7:38 PM
e Time Closed Session Ended: 8:22 PM

Social Media and Board Openings
e Roxanne Christensen confirmed no major updates
e Reminder of previous board opening promotions via website and social media
e Roxanne, Jen, and Lauren to coordinate posting new board openings
e No formal requirement for posting duration; board has discretion

Off-Leash Dogs & Park Enforcement
e Roxanne raised public concerns
e Discussion on ranger program or coordination with Salt Lake County animal control
o Toby Hazelbaker to raise issue with county advisory board
e Siv noted increased animal control presence recently

Field Conditions at South Multi-Use Plaza
e Complaints from athletic renters about poor conditions and safety



e Roxanne explained maintenance limitations
o Acknowledged natural wear and tear

Litter Issues Near Highland High School
e Richard Layman reported litter along the fence line
e Suggested “broken windows” approach to engage students
e Holly Nichols confirmed issue persists despite regular cleanup

Traffic Management for Events
e Concerns about congestion during large events (e.g., Water Lantern Festival)
e Suggestion to coordinate with city transportation for signal control
e Roxanne proposed requiring parking assistance and possible park closure during events

Locked Restrooms
e Richard noted Hidden Grove restrooms were locked during the day
e Roxanne confirmed they should be open until time change
e Issue to be monitored

Pond Dredging Project
e Patrick Leary announced funding secured for fall (Oct—Dec)
e Communication plan to be developed
e Concerns about road damage from previous dredging; Patrick to check for repair funds

Pavilion Relocation
e Holly and Richard praised new locations for visibility and safety
e Appreciation expressed to Roxanne, Patrick, and the team

New Amenities
¢ New drinking fountain with bottle filler installed at Big Field

Adjournment
There being no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting.
e Motion: Roxanne Christensen



e Second: Siavash Ghaffari
e Vote: Unanimously Approved
¢ Meeting Adjourned: 8:38 PM



