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SALT LAKE CITY

Our Responsibilities as a Water 
Provider

o Provide clean, reliable, and affordable drinking water to 
389,000 people along the Wasatch Front.

o Our job is to protect public health and the environment by 
keeping water free from pollution.

o We manage water from the “mountains to the tap”.



SALT LAKE CITY



SALT LAKE CITY

Salt Lake City’s 
Municipal Watersheds
o Our watersheds provide nearly 60% of the 

water supply to Salt Lake City’s water 
service area.

o Close to the urban core.
o 190 square miles in area
o Intense recreation visitation.
o US Forest Service and other jurisdictions 

involved in management. 



SALT LAKE CITY

Wasatch Watersheds – 
Foundation of our Water Supply

o July 25, 1847: First diversion of City Creek
o By 1860: All mountain streams appropriated for 

agriculture.
o 1865-1930’s: Utah lake exchanges for Wasatch 

mountain streams; water storage projects in Wasatch 
watersheds.

o 1928 – 1929: First long range water planning effort 
o 1930’s-’40’s: Major storage projects/water imports. 

(Deer Creek, Provo River Project, Duchesne Tunnel) 
per 1929 planning effort.  Also, development of 
groundwater resources.

o 1950’s -1960’s: Water treatment facilities constructed 
for Wasatch Front streams.



SALT LAKE CITY

City Creek Canyon: From Typhoid to 
Rehabilitation

Photo of City Creek, June 2, 1909 Photo of City Creek Canyon and Water Treatment Plant
Salt Lake Tribune; Oct. 20, 2023



SALT LAKE CITY

Watershed Rehabilitation in the Cottonwood Canyons 

Mining, Deforestation, and the “Runoff Flu”

1st Chief Forester, 
USFS Gifford Pinchot

Salt Lake Herald, Sept. 
1905

Alta Mining Town, 1873



SALT LAKE CITY

1974 Federal 
Safe Drinking 
Water Act

Multi-barrier approach to 
preventing water pollution

1. Source water 
protection

2. Treatment
3. Distribution
4. Monitoring



SALT LAKE CITY

Managing Our 
Watersheds to 
Protect Our Water

o Land conservation and 
restoration

o Public education
o Regulation
o Partnerships
o Monitoring
o www.slc.gov/utilities/watershed/ 

Watershed Message 

Little Dell Reservoir and Mormon Pioneer Trail in 
Parleys Creek Watershed – Photo Credit: Trails Utah

https://www.slc.gov/utilities/watershed/
https://youtu.be/-LdIF1xScAk


SALT LAKE CITY

Addressing Future Watershed 
Conditions

o Climate change
o Population growth
o Recreation and 

development
o Conflicting values 

and pressures

Public land sale proposal map published in Outside Magazine 
(online), June 17, 2025; most of these lands have now been removed, 
but previously included lands in Salt Lake City’s watershed.



THANK YOU
Laura Briefer
Director, Salt Lake City Department of Public Utilities
Laura.Briefer@slc.gov
801.483.6741
June 25, 2025
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