
Newton Town Council Meeting
September 4, 2025, 7:00 P.M.
Newton Town Hall, 51 South Center, Newton UT
Minutes
Agenda
1. [bookmark: _Hlk189653390][bookmark: _Hlk102556435][bookmark: _Hlk104900569][bookmark: _Hlk120543348][bookmark: _Hlk139458966][bookmark: _Hlk128570745][bookmark: _Hlk168493470][bookmark: _Hlk161659991]Call to Order/Roll Call
2. Opening Ceremony – Mike Benson
3. Approval of August 13, 2025, Minutes
4. [bookmark: _Hlk193107845][bookmark: _Hlk189653896][bookmark: _Hlk178772914]Youth Council Update
5. [bookmark: _Hlk205808123][bookmark: _Hlk193114958][bookmark: _Hlk193114945]Clarke Park plans and pickleball court update 
6. [bookmark: _Hlk210209200]Property Line Adjustment Agreement for 51 South Center/76 South 100 West review 
7. Declaration of surplus items
8. [bookmark: _Hlk110349425]Report on Mayor/Council Member Assignments

1. Call to Order and Roll Call of Members present. 
[bookmark: _Hlk141888914]Mayor Mike Benson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
[bookmark: _Hlk173343086]Members present: Mayor Mike Benson, Jake Christiansen, Steven Jenkins, Brett Petersen and Jed Woodward.  Electronic attendance by Zoom: none
Karla Ferguson (Recorder) and Kathryn Rigby (Treasurer) 
Others in attendance: Reid Smith, Eric Dursteler and Sarah Rigby. 

2. Opening ceremony conducted by Mike Benson. 

3. The Newton Town Council meeting minutes for August 13, 2025, were approved. 

[bookmark: _Hlk163472476]4. Youth Council Update – Jake Christiansen reported that the Youth Council has six new members this year. The youth council is currently working on the scare house.

5. Clarke Park plans and pickleball court update – Mayor Mike Benson reviewed that he has begun asking people to be on a committee to suggest design ideas for Clarke Park. Mike would like the committee to prioritize projects. The pickleball court lights still need to be finished. The courts are completed and just need a few more days for the surface to set. The town council discussed having an opening of the courts on the following Saturday, September 6. Steven Jenkins has asked Alltech about installing a security camera at the pickleball courts. Alltech will come out and review the site and give us a bid. The town council discussed ideas instead of running a new cable line for security cameras using century link cable or wireless broadcast from water data antenna. Steven will follow up with Alltech about it.  Eric Dursteler arrived at the meeting. Eric discussed that the lighting and timer will be installed next week for the courts. It was discussed that the sod removed needs to be replaced and gravel placed in the parking area. Jed Woodward discussed that sprinkler lines were rerouted, but he still needs to put new sprinkler heads on so that they don’t spray the new court. Jed Woodward discussed that 70% of the work has been completed at Clarke Park for switching the sprinkler system to secondary water. Jed will continue to work on that this winter. The sprinklers need to be fixed by the pickleball courts before installing sod. Eric Dursteler presented the agreement for payment to Raymond Construction for the pickleball courts. Town Council agreed to pay after the lights are completed at the courts. Mike Benson signed the agreement. The amended agreement did not include the sound damping wrap for the courts. Eric Dursteler suggested that this is something the town can do on their own and it would be cheaper. 

6. Property Line Adjustment Agreement for 51 South Center/76 South 100 West review – The proposed boundary line and location of the drain field for the metal building was reviewed. It was agreed that an easement for the metal building drain field needs to be drawn up. Mike Benson will follow up with this. Jed Woodward will contact Bear River environmental health for the location of the drain field. Mike Benson will contact the Church and tell them we need an easement and see if they will do the survey and talk to them about the power panel separation. 

[bookmark: _Hlk194928183]7. Declaration of surplus items – Jed Woodward discussed selling the town’s broken Allis Chambers tractor used for street mowing. Jed towed the tractor to his property. The tractor has a bad transmission and bad tires. The town council thinks the tractor is 1984 or 1985. The tractor shows 2,000 hours of running time but can’t verify that. It will be sold as is with a minimum $500 bid.  Mike Benson made a motion to declare the Allis Chambers 6070 tractor as surplus and put up for sale by bid. Brett Petersen seconded the motion. All Town Council members approved the motion. Jed Woodward suggested notifying potential buyers of known deficiencies of transmission and tires. 

[bookmark: _Hlk171346626]8. Report on Mayor/Council Member Assignments
· Mayor Benson – Animal Control/Administration/Nuisance/Parks
· Jake Christiansen - Library/Special Events/Youth Council
· Steven Jenkins – Buildings/Land Management
· Brett Petersen – Planning/Fire Dept./EMS
· Jed Woodward – Water/Streets
Mike Benson reported that the town has been using Tillio with T&S transport for green waste dumpster service. Waste Management will let us continue to use another service for green waste and might offer a competitive green waste service. Mike Benson discussed the tree at the park appears to be splitting. Steven Jenkins will arrange for a tree arborist to look at the tree and determine what can be done. It is the tree planted in Colleen Woodward’s memory. Mike plans to follow up with other suggested names for the Clarke Park design committee and ask them to meet.
Jake Christiansen reviewed that he would follow up with the youth council to see if they want to wash the town garbage cans as a fundraiser. Jake discussed that they had an incident with a young kid hiding in the library and then letting in his friend through the back door after the library was closed and locked. They were in the building for 20 minutes (on library computers) until an older brother found them. Jake and Sarah Rigby will meet with them and their parents tomorrow to discuss the incident and possible community service. Security cameras outside captured them knocking and entering a locked door. Electronic locks for the back door were discussed. Council members were asked to research new locks or different security for doors and put item on next month’s agenda. Steven Jenkins reported that he has received complaints about cleaning in the town hall and asked Sarah Rigby to discuss cleaning fumes. Sarah explained that the cleaning solution (Fabuloso) being used is too strong and overpowering. Sarah said employees in the building are having to open windows to air out building from the cleaning solution smell but are concerned in the winter they can’t open windows. Sarah has experienced a burning throat when she must sit in the library for hours after the building has been cleaned. Sarah asked if a different cleaner could be used. Sarah Rigby and Karla Ferguson also expressed concern about the chemical cleaner being used on the wood floor to mop. They were told by the wood floor finishers that the wood floor could not be refinished again and that moping it should be done with a microfiber mop and very little water. Steven Jenkins said he plans to meet with Dan Jeppson to review cleaning practices. Dan is on vacation for 9 days so we will need to find a temporary cleaning option but may need to look into a new groundskeeper for snow removal and cleaning. 
Brett Petersen said the Planning Commission is working on an animal ordinance and may come back next month for the town council to look at the draft again. The planning commission is working on compiling existing code that is spread through the code book into a single chapter.
Jed Woodward reported that Loosle-Buttars springs is currently flowing at 75 gpm right now, but Jed is worried about drought and the impact on next year’s spring flow. Brett Petersen asked about the test well data. Jed reported that the test well is going down, and Kevin Rhodes is tracking the test well and you can contact him for data. Jed Woodward is concerned about a resident digging above the water line on 200 North and trees being planted in right-of-way. Jed will follow up with resident. Jed expressed concern for house remodel on 200 East being done without a building permit. The previous owner applied for a permit in 2021 and stripped house to studs but let house sit for 4 years with very little work done. Since the house has sold, Jed told the new buyer to apply for a building permit with plans for what they are doing because they are also putting on an addition. 

The regular meeting was adjourned.

Minutes prepared by:

 _____________________________________ 	__________________
Karla R. Ferguson, Newton Town Clerk			Approval Date 
3


Newton Town Council Minutes for September 4, 2025			1
