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Department of Agriculture and Food:
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Conservation District Staff:
Jessica Wilkins
 
						         							         
  Conservation District Guests
Katelyn Barsnick-USU
Brooke Holgate-USU Intern
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CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER
Steve Remund called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.
Rodger Ames offered a prayer.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The board reviewed the February meeting minutes. Kent Bastian made the motion to approve the February minutes, Rodger Ames second, motion passed.

SERA 
Rodger Ames is planning on attending the weed and grasshopper workshop with USU on May 31, at 6:00. Conley Moon made the motion to approve the SERA for Rodger, and any other board members who can attend the workshop, Dave Evans second, motion passed.

FINANCES
Darrell Gillman went over the finances. Most of the accounts receivable is weed barrier and no till drills. In the budget vs. actual report, we are still well under budget on all of the expenses as we are coming close to the end of the fiscal year. The tree program profited about $37,000, with about $19,000 in expenses. Dave Evans made a motion to purchase a plant, up to $100, for Garth Sorensen’s funeral, Conley Moon second, motion passed. Darrell Gillman will make the arrangements. Conley Moon made a motion to approve the finances, Kent Bastian second, motion passed.

CD BUSINESS

FY 2024 Preliminary Budget approval
The board discussed keeping the same budget for FY 2024 as we had in FY 2023 as the preliminary budget. Rodger Ames motioned to approve the preliminary budget, Dave Evans second, motion passed. 

Tree Program Report
The tree program went well. We only had to throw away a few trees, but most were able to be sold. The nursery was not able to send the scotch pines that were ordered. Some who had ordered the scotch pines wanted a reimbursement for them, but most were happy to trade them for another species. Along with tree day, Jim Spencer was there visiting with people about the pollinator program, and giving out pollinator seeds.


Local Workgroup Report
Darrell Gillman presented the board with a summary of the local workgroup meeting in March. This included a breakdown of what programs are available to address the concerns in our community. They also discussed trying to find a representative from the Tribe to be involved with the projects.

UDAF Conservation Equipment Grant
A grant has been approved for conservation districts to purchase equipment. The grant is to cover 80% of the equipment cost, with the conservation districts being responsible for the remaining 20%. Any equipment that has soil health benefits can qualify. Uintah conservation district is interested in possibly going in on a drill. Applications start July 1. Darrell Gillman and the supervisors will look into prices of a deeper planting no till drill, aerator, or a manure spreader.

Water Optimization Employee
Legislature is funding a water optimization employee for our area. Duane Houston is currently working in water optimization, and the new employee would be working with him. The applications were due this past Sunday.

Soil Health Workshop July 19th
There are some fields near and around Montes Creek that are part of the soil health workshop. Some ground owned by DWR will be putting in for water optimization funding for a pivot. They are open to creating another workshop in that area.

Thompson House of Hope
House of Hope has put a hold on their garden plans for this year because they are building transition housing. They have signed up with NRCS to get hoop houses, will be using the pollinator program, and getting weed barrier for landscaping.


PARTNER REPORTS

FSA
Nothing at this time

GIP
Nothing at this time

NRCS
Jeremy Maycock is on a detail doing other work from home. Andrew Wallace from Vernal is covering both offices. He was sick today and unable to attend. NRCS will be hiring about 9 new employees. The inflation reduction act will be sending a lot of money towards NRCS programs. The new employees are being hired on to take care of the new funding and programs.

USU EXTENSION
Katelyn Barsnick introduced her summer intern Brooke Hullgate. Tonight is the weed and grasshopper workshop. Soil health field day is July 19. There is an irrigation training on August 22-23 with NRCS in Tremonton. A grazing institute was held in Bear River, Box Elder county. They discussed rotational grazing in different species and their effect on the fields. They would like our county to host in 2025. Uintah County stock show is this coming week. Duchesne county stock show’s last tagging day is this week. 


CALENDAR OF FUTURE EVENTS
Weeds and grasshopper workshop- May 31, 2023 6:00
Next CD Meeting- June 21, 2023 (a week ahead due to the end of the FY)
Soil Health Workshop- July 19, 2023
 

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Dave Evans made the motion to adjourn at 11:30 PM
