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WEBER CONSERVATION DISTRICT (WCD) MEETING
Regular Meeting, September 2, 2025
2871 Commerce Way, Ogden, UT 84401
ATTENDANCE: 
Appointed Weber Conservation District (WCD) Voting Members: 
John Degiorgio, Chairman			Kelly Wansgard, Supervisor
Matt Peterson, Treasurer			Trevor Wayment, Supervisor
Ronald Stratford, Supervisor
Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS):
Kenny Oswald, District Conservationist	Clayson Cook, NRCS Planner
Rex Turner, NRCS Planner
Utah Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF):
Parker Wayment, Resource Coordinator	Emily Bishop, Water Share Coordinator
Office of Great Salt Lake Commissioner:
Hannah Freeze, Deputy Commissioner of the Great Salt Lake
Adam Wickline, Friends of The Great Salt Lake
Weber County Weed Board:
Bart Cragun, Weed Supervisor
Utah State University Extension (USU Extension):
Maggi Mathews, USU Extension Agent
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WCD MEETING- CALL TO ORDER
WCD Chairman John Degiorgio called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. A motion was made by Mr. Kelly Wangsgard to approve the August 5, 2025, meeting minutes, and was seconded by Mr. Matt Peterson. The motion was carried unanimously.

GREAT SALT LAKE COMMISSION
Per Hannah Freeze, she has been researching ways to differentiate between actual ag water and secondary water being delivered through the canal companies. She is looking for support and ideas from the board. There are hundreds of canal companies currently on file in Weber County alone, and thousands statewide. It would be possible, but cumbersome to call every canal company to see how their water is metered and classified. John suggested starting with the larger companies first and eliminating the small ones right off. Matt Peterson suggested pulling a sample and then creating an average based on that number. The board discussed the list of canal companies and noted some of the larger ones, as well as those they believed to be no longer in operation. 
Hannah is now working with the Commissioner of the Great Salt Lake. The mandate is to maintain a healthy Great Salt Lake while supporting all the needs surrounding the Lake. Hannah aims to draw more attention and credit to the agricultural industry in relation to the lake. Hannah has been tasked with working with the producers to lease water rights. Trevor suggested metering water at the end of the canals. Matt suggested using the water that is saved to support water op projects and ensure this water is not counted against ag water numbers. Another focus is phragmites management. The board discussed current phragmites control locations and mitigation efforts. Adam Wickline suggests a storage and controlled release process might be a good approach. Legislation is going into a special session to adjust things following this long, hot summer. They are giving Forestry, Fire, and State Lands more jurisdiction over the causeway berm to help control the salinity in the lake in appropriate spots. Adam also supports flood irrigation and the need to promote and protect those rights.

NRCS UPDATE
Kenny Oswald, District Conservationist, provided a brief NRCS Update.
Per Rex Turner, NRCS Planner, $50 million has been earmarked for the Great Salt Lake. Rex is requesting $3 million for phragmites mitigation efforts; he would like to have the district act as the admin for the grant. The money would be split between Weber and Davis Conservation Districts. This will be a three to five-year project. The land owner would determine the management approach. The board has agreed to act as the admin for this grant.

RESOURCE COORDINATOR UPDATE
Per Parker Wayment, Resource Coordinator, he has been coordinating efforts to spray phragmites via helicopter. Parker reviewed the treatment area on the map. Per Bart Cragun, Weber County Weed Board, Rush Skeleton Weed is becoming more of an issue. He would like to have the board keep an eye out for problem areas that need treatment. He has been able to partner up with multiple agencies and feels that with the combined efforts, we should be able to get things under control. There will be an upcoming spray day to demonstrate how drone spray works.
The UACD Conference will be held on November 5th and 6th in St. George, Utah.
No-Till Drill rentals are becoming more regular. 

APPROVED FINANCES
Parker purchased a trailer hitch to store with the drill in case it is needed. Matt Peterson made a motion to reimburse Parker for the trailer hitch; Kelly Wangsgard seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Ronald Stratford presented a soil sample for producer reimbursement. Ronald made a motion for $65.00 reimbursement, and Kelly Wangsgard seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

OTHER
The next meeting will be held on October 7, 2025.
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