March 12th 2025 
PRWCD Meeting Minutes


 Meeting of the Price River Watershed Conservation District
Attendees: Bill, Ryan, Jenifer, Sabrina Greenwood, Steven Price, Jaycie Gardner, Tommy Dehart( call in), Beth Williams (call in), Mistie Christiansen (call in)  


- No quorum, so no official business will be conducted. The agenda was discussed. Bill started the meeting at 6:25 

- No requests for assistance.

Conservation Business

- Equipment shed update:
- Need to contact Patsy Stoddard in Huntington about the shed.
- Discussed building a shed with a lockable back for storing equipment.
- Need to measure the existing shed to determine the size for the new one.
- Consider ordering the shed as an in-between meeting action to spend the money before June.


Spring Field Day
- Topics will align with the crop school: drone demonstration, virtual fencing, sprinkler nozzle demonstration, and aerator demonstration.
- Clemo Drones (Jesse Ward) is on board for a drone demonstration.
- Tara Payne will bring a virtual fence collar.
- Nate Roberts may talk about GIP stuff.
- Tyrell from Mountainland will demonstrate sprinkler nozzles.
- The field day is scheduled for April 22nd (Tuesday) from 5 to 7 pm.
- Julie is in contact with Western Ag Credit about sponsoring the meal.
- Location: At Bill’s field, Upper Miller Creek Road.

Price River Study
- Tommy spoke with the mayor and feels it would be a good idea for the conservation district to sponsor the study to keep some distance from the Water Resources Committee.
- They are applying for non-point source funding through state funds, Utah Department of Water Quality, with applications due next Friday.
- Ryan added to the application regarding salinity control.
- They are also working to get some salinity control funds through some of the coal mining water quality projects available through the Department of Environmental Quality.

- Lenise and Helper City are actively pursuing some funding for some additional work on the river through some state recreation grants, and included some hydrology study funds regarding those grant proposals.
- They also have some private funds through the Walton Family Foundation.
- Non-point source funding would be available in July, and is fairly flexible, being state funds and the Walton funding would be pretty flexible.
- Tommy wants to make sure everyone is comfortable with him moving forward on the non-point source grant, putting them as the applicant.
- It would probably be better if they were actually the applicant and then contracted back to TU to get the work done.
- Ryan will reach out early next week to make sure he's got everything.


- B2E grant was awarded a month or so ago but is currently frozen.
- The grant is for 4.8 million until 2031.
- The district's support is appreciated.

- Rental Agreements:
- Rates from last month's discussion were used.
 Rates: 50 cents a head, $25 a day for the scales, and $25 a day for the corral.
- If only the corral is used, it's $25 a day. If only the scales are used, it's $25 a day.
- "Rental rates. Corel. 25 minimum. 50 cents a head."
- It's a minimum of $25 a day, but if it goes over 50 heads, it's another 50 cents for every head.

Rentals
- Changes to rental agreements will be sent out in the next two weeks.
- The lock on the rental needs to be changed.
- A sign with current rates and contact phone numbers should be placed on the scale box.

- Check-in/Check-out:
- There is a lock and key on the scale.
- There was discussion about changing the locks.
- If keys and locks are lost, charge a fee to replace them.
- $15 a key and $25 a lock.
- It was not envisioned that people using the equipment would be given a key.
- Cleaning the scales
- San Rafael makes people clean it, but it was decided to take that off the agreement.


FSA Update
- There was money promised in December: $30 billion for crops and $10 billion for livestock.
- Details are forthcoming; federal regulations should be out this weekend.
- Producers who filed a crop report last year for certain commodity crops will receive a payment in the mail.
- Alfalfa is not one of the eligible crops.
- Don't throw away mail from the FSA.


Drought Monitor 
- Water hauling now kicks in at a D2 drought level if it lasts for eight weeks, retroactive to the first week of the D2 period.
- Track water and feed hauling as soon as the drought monitor hits D2.
- D2 was added to eastern Utah but cut off at the Green River.


Corral Lease Agreement
- The current lease agreement with the county lists Price River Water Conservancy District instead of the correct name.
- Action: Ask the county to reprint the lease with the correct name.


Financial Report
- $250 was deposited from crop school vendors.
- The post office box needs to be renewed by the end of March for $210.
- A text vote will be done to approve this.
- Emery Telcom sent a bill for the yearly calendar advertisement for $98.46.
- A text vote will be done to approve this. 
Jenifer made a motion to pay the bills, which was seconded by Scott (via text). All were in favor, and the motion passed. 

Checks
- It was suggested to order checks directly from the bank instead. Jenifer said she would do that.


SERA Payments
- Julie created a spreadsheet to track SERA payments for each district.
- Green indicates paid (first quarter), yellow is past due (second quarter), and salmon is the current quarter.
- Payments can be done quarterly or every six months, with a preference for every six months to reduce the frequency of writing checks.
- Payments for SERA, including travel reimbursement/mileage, will be made in June.


Grant Amendment & Equipment Time
- The grant amendment was signed, believed to be for $2800.
- Since nobody will be at the next meeting, add to the agenda to allocate time for equipment usage.
- Keep track of the time spent using equipment, including driving.


Travel Reimbursements for Water Users
- Half of the board expenses could be submitted to this board and half to the Water Users Association.


Upcoming Meetings

Zone Seven Meeting
- Zone Seven meeting is on March 27th in Green River at 10:00 AM.
- The Zone meeting will include representatives from NRCS, FSA, UDAF, Forestry Fire and State Land.
- The new area manager from the Moab office will discuss programs.
- UACD will provide training.
- Paul Burnett and Amy Dickey will discuss water quality.
- Mark Stillson has been invited to speak.
- Reuben's barbecue will cater lunch, serving brisket and chicken.


Green River Crop School
- Green River is having a crop school 
-  Will discuss the AGVIP program.
- Will provide in-depth soil health information.
- Will discuss specialty crops, focusing on watermelon rootstock.
- An organic specialist will discuss organic topics.
-  Lifetime Ag is pending to discuss soil health.
- The crop school is from 5:30 to 8:30 in Green River on the 17th.


Rancher Drought Summit
- There is a rancher drought summit next Wednesday night in Moab.
- It is hosted by GIP and the extension, with PIPCO involved.
- Ryan and Julie are planning to attend.


Colorado River Authority Board Meeting
- The Colorado River Authority is having a board meeting tomorrow at 8:00 AM.
- They will decide who is doing demand management this year for the pilot program.


Metered First Ag Water Op Proposals
- At 8:00 AM tomorrow, the metered first-ag water op proposals will be approved.
- These are only the proposals in the metered first category.

- Conservation field days with the Forest Service are scheduled for the first week of May: the 6th, 7th, 8th, 12th, and 13th.


UDAF UACD Zone 7 Business
- Commissioner Butters is retiring; Kelly Pearson, the deputy commissioner, is now the acting commissioner.
- They expect to have someone appointed to the position by May 1st.


Extension Business
- Farm Field Day:
- Farm Bureau is taking it over this year.
- Steven will be there talking about crop stuff.
- Farm Bureau is putting together a safety extraction demonstration next month for local EMT, sheriff's departments, and fire departments.
- It will involve farm equipment and dummies for practice extraction.
- Range Camp will be in Sanpete County in July (16th-19th).
- They are looking for local kids to sign up, including graduating high school seniors.
- They are trying to get funding for drone demonstration work for noxious weeds.
- Steven has been invited to a Carbon County local emergency planning committee meeting.


Other Supervisor Business
- Field day advertisement:
- Discussing putting an ad in the newspaper and hanging up more flyers.

Advertisement Strategy
- Have at least half a page.
- Put it in one issue ,one or two weeks before.
- Julie will work on a flyer.





NRCS Update

Office Staff
- The office staff includes Sabrina, Marissa (two days a week), Kevin, Dave Varner, and Nicole Steiff (two days a week).
- Hannah, Jake, and Jessica are gone.
- There have been some word of possible lawsuits, so they may reoffer those positions.
- Lowell has been moved over to be the active DC in the Monticello office.
- Curtis Mason, out of Richfield, is the acting DC here.


NRCS Funding
- Still no IRA funding.
- SFPs, CSP, and salinity are fine for the time being.
- Started contracting the first batch period of salinity and SFP money.
- CSPs should be ranked by the end of the week.


SERA forms signed. Next meeting April 9th, 7:00 pm
