Grand Conservation District
3.11.25
1pm in Moab at Easy Bee Farms

In attendance: Sam Cunningham, Kara Dorhenwend, Dee Taylor, Rhonda Gotway-Clyde, Heather Taylor, Matt McKintrick, Ryan Jones, Julie Weber, Arne Hultquist, Lowell Gardner, Cory Farnsworth. 
Dee moved to approve minutes and agendas as presented. Kara seconded the motion. Motion passed. 
No public comments
Heather Taylor representing the Farm Field Days is requesting funds for support on that day. There will be 125 students with 5 different FFA Students to support. The Utah Farm Bureau will be in attendance to do a publication on the Moab Farm Field Days.  The request for funding was in total $550 with a breakdown presented. She presented where the funding was spent last year. She also presented some of the other donations already received. Each student will receive a take home packet. 
Soil Health Workshop turned out well. There were 40+ in attendance. As part of the Soil Health Workshop Grant, we are required to host 2 events, an in class and a field day. Ryan and Julie will plan the agenda. It was suggested to use Anne at Our Village or Dee Taylors Place. Will shoot for the first full week in May 1-5. 
Equipment: Insurance for Equipment is a potential need. Julie made some phone call and most are requiring general liability insurance with the equipment policy and that is a minimum of $3000.  Kara and Julie will look into other places. 
Usage on Equipment- Kara’s usage report was sent out by email.  Need to track down the unpaid hours. 60 hrs. $585 with other fund being worked out with the  back lock. The extra part was ordered and to keep on hand in case of breakdown in order to keep the machine running through chipping season, with a cost of the $ 750. 
Ryan and Julie ordered the parts for the dew drop. Ryan will install them in a couple of weeks. 
Dee moved to buy extra tie down straps and extra part for Vermer Kara seconded the motion. Motion passed. 
Dew Drop supplies were orders in the amount of $300.62 to be paid to Castleland RC&D as they did the purchasing. 
WaterSmart Grant Application Proposal will be presented to MAWP-Projects need planning done in the valley. Kara will be presenting a project from Mill Creek Drive to Spanish Trail along the Pack Creek engineering scoping work for project development. Estimated cost for engineering is $105,000. It was requested that Grand County be a Co-Sponsor or a bigger part of the proposal. There will need to be a couple of things requested removed that the grant will not cover. Questions were answered and recommendations were made for clarification on the application. Dee moved to draft a letter of support for Pack Creek Rhonda Seconded. Kara Abstained from voting. Motion passed.  This project will feed into the NRCS Strategic Fund Proposal that was requested at the last meeting. 
Financial
	Bills presented to be paid:
· Rhonda Gotway Clyde 	$446.26		Soil Health Workshop
· Castleland RC & D 	$340.61		Supplies For Dew Drop Drill
· Heather Taylor		$550			Farm Field Days

Julie gave an update on the SERA forms and payment process.
Kara moved to pay SERA quarterly unless there is a big travel expense and that will be paid immediately. Rhonda seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
Cory gave an update on the upcoming events. Emails have been sent out. There will be a Range Drought seminar on March 19th at the Old Spanish Trail Arena . There were some questions answered about Myrtle spurge. 
List of upcoming meetings were presented. 
· Utah Water Users Workshop March 17-19th in St. George
· Zone 7 Annual Meeting in Green River on March 27th at 10AM
· Green River Crop School on April 17th in Green River

Arne discussed the MAWP moved to March 26th and May will be the 14th. He asked questions about the American Wash. It is a proposed location for a storm storage and diversion. NPS grants close next Friday. BLM will be applying for a grant with Grand CD as the fiscal agent.  Will be collection 5% for admin fees. 
 Lowell Gardner from NRCS gave an update on his employee and staffing issues. The NRCS and FSA building lease is up and currently GSA is not renewing the lease. Funding changes and payment updates. CSP was on hold but has revamped and has moved forward with funding that is tied to the Farm Bill. The NRCS Easement Program will have some changes, but the state staff is planning to visit the district meeting and do a presentation.
FSA still making payments. Not many changes. Erin is doing a great job. D2 drought designation has been determined for Grand County. If there is 8 weeks of consecutive D2 then FSA can pay for water hauling. 
FFSL gave an update on their current funding and employee status. The state legislature passed a weed bill and will be assessing how that effects the department. 
GIP has approved the 2026 project funding with ranking being completed, and one project was selected in the Bookcliffs.
Next month there will not be a meeting. 
SERA forms were signed and meeting was adjourned at 3.

PRE-APPROVED MEETINGS FOR SUPERVISOR COMPENSATION (meetings not on this list to be reflected in the minutes):

· Canyonlands Watershed Council Roundtables
· County Resource Planning
· Grand County Special Service District Irrigation Water Board
· Grazing Improvement Program (GIP)
· Groundwater Management Plan Study
· Moab Area Watershed Partnership (MAWP)
· RC&D
· Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance (RTCA) Project
· SE Utah Riparian Partnership and Field Days
· Soil Health Workshops
· UACD Meetings and Conventions
· USFS Management Plan
· Watershed Restoration Initiative (WRI)
· Conservation Field Tour
· NACD Meetings
· Water Users Workshops
