Grand Conservation District Meeting
December 12, 2023
Easy Bee Farms

In Attendance: Rhonda Gotyway Clyde, Jessica Mortenson, Ryan Jones, Julie Weber, Sam Cunningham, Trish Hedin, Dee Taylor, Alan Satzman, Evan Rees, Cory Farnsworth
Convened at 3:03
Motion to approve the December agenda and the October meeting minutes was made by Dee and seconded by Rhonda, Motion Passed
There were no public comments or concerns.
There were no new requests for assistance, but the district discussed the request made by Arne in November to assist in applying for a WaterSmart Grant to fund the writing of the updated version of the Moab Area Coordinated Resource Management Plan. The district board members voted by electronic communication support the grant and approved the action plan presented. Julie presented the resolution that was drafted at submitted with the grant application. Due to the sam.gov renewal process and delays the grant was applied for through Castleland RC&D in the name of Grand Conservation District. 
A motion to ratify the grant application and resolution to support the WaterSmart project was made by Dee and seconded by Rhonda. Motion Passed.  
The bills to be paid were presented by Julie.  She also gave an updated financial report and budget analysis to the board members. Rhonda Moved to pay the bills presented. Dee seconded the motion. Motion passed.
· $40 Dee Taylor or the UACD Auxiliary Breakfast Award for Shelley Barton
· $262 Castleland RC&D for weed calendars
· $100 ULGT for Treasury Bond
· $66 Stamps from USPS
Cory Farnsworth USU- Discussed the upcoming events in the area available to the public. 
· Master Gardner Class January 16th through February
· Livestock Quality Assurance Workshop on February 15th  
· Sheep Workshop in the works 
· Poultry Workshop series in the works
· Fire and water wise landscaping workshop
· Predator trapping issues and working through laws and regulation and education. 
· Society of Range Management tour will be in the area in 2024.
He then reported on the Green Thumb Gathering. There were 65 attendees on December 11th. Great turnout and interesting information. 
The district wanted to thank Cory for all his work and efforts on education and problem solving.
Trish reported on the updates on the budget in progress.  There will be another water workshop in January or February. It will focus on water suppliers. There were questions about the County rejecting the funding for the planning process on the Pack Creek Flood Zone. There are issues with the cost of the proposed process.  Needs to be revisited with other options. 
Upcoming Meetings
· Local Work Group (LWG) Meeting Jan 9th 10-12 at the Commission Chambers in Monticello. Lunch will be provided
· Soil Health Conference and Workshop February 6th-8th in St. George
· Grand County Small Scale Agriculture Workshop February 22nd 10am Moab
· Water Users Conference March 18th-20th in St. George
· Combined Zone Meeting on March 7th in Richfield from 10-4 	
Jessica and Rhonda have been working on an agenda for the small scale ag workshop.  They discussed the confirmed presenter and will work to fill the time with the topics suggested. 
Rhonda made a motion to approve splitting the meal with San Juan for lunch at the LWG meeting in Monticello on January 9th, Dee seconded the motion. Motion Passed. 
Ryan will order the dew drop drill and get it coming.  It will be delivered to Rhonda’s place. 
There is funding from an NACD Grant to improve small scale and urban ag projects. The district will work to get more information on this and in the future direct the request for assistance to this funding source prior to funding from the district funding. 
Dee held a discussion on City and County Planning coordination. By state law these agencies are required to include the CDs in the planning process. Jay Olsen recommended going to the city and county requiring to be included in the process.  Dee moved the district to write a letter to require the local entities to coordinate the planning process and document development. Rhonda seconded the motion. Motion passed. Ryan and Julie will write the letter. Dee gave an update on the FS Draft Plan and process.  
The meeting date, location and time list was presented. 
Rhonda moved to hold the meeting at 1pm on the dates presented and at the current location. Dee seconded.  Motion passed. 
Pre- LWG Discussion
	Alan gave an updated on the funding that was allocated for 2023.  All money received was tied to the IRA funding. The district will review their resource concerns and the funding needs of the district and will bring their top resource concerns and potential projects and strategic funding proposals to the LWG meeting in January in Monticello. 
Ryan informed those in attendance about the Water Optimization Program Applications are open and that the Zone meeting in 2024 will be combined with 2 other zones to accommodate the speaker that will be presenting.  All board members and staff are expected to attend.  The 2024 Pollinator Habitat Program will open applications in March and will stay open through April.  More information will follow. 
Meeting closed by motion from Rhonda and seconded by Dee. Motion carried.  SERA Forms were signed. 
Ended 4:45

PRE-APPROVED MEETINGS FOR SUPERVISOR COMPENSATION (meetings not on this list to be reflected in the minutes):


· Canyonlands Watershed Council Roundtables
· County Resource Planning
· Grand County Special Service District Irrigation Water Board
· Grazing Improvement Program (GIP)
· Groundwater Management Plan Study
· Moab Area Watershed Partnership (MAWP)
· RC&D
· Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance (RTCA) Project
· SE Utah Riparian Partnership and Field Days
· Soil Health Workshops
· UACD Meetings and Conventions
· USFS Management Plan
· Watershed Restoration Initiative (WRI)
· Conservation Field Tours

