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Sugar House Park Authority | August 14, 2025, MINUTES
Date/Time: Thursday, August 14, 2025, 6:00 – 9:00 pm  
Location: Online 
 

Attendees Anchor Location 

Board Members Present: Siavash Ghaffari 
(President), Roxanne Christensen (Vice 
President), Shehan Jaro (Treasurer), Jackie 
Rosen, Patrick Leary, Holly Nichols, Richard 
Layman, Toby Hazelbaker, Jascha Clark  
 
Board Members Absent: None  
 
Staff Present: Jeniffer Goodman, Diane Booth, 
Lauren Brady  
 
Public Present: Jennifer Adams, Adolfo Oliva, 
Chantell Thomas, Zachary Hansen, Carter de la 
Houssaye, Alan Hansing, Sean Hepner, Sue 
McJames, Judy Campbell, Geoff Ellis, Judi Short, 
John Potter 

Salt Lake County Government Center 
 2100 S State Street 
Salt Lake City, UT 84190 
 
If you have questions or require additional 
assistance, please contact Jeniffer Goodman at 
(385) 468-1800.  

 
Agendas, recordings, and meeting minutes can be accessed on the Utah Public Notice site at 
utah.gov/pmn/.  

 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by President Siavash Ghaffari at 6:00 PM. 

2. Public Comment 

President Ghaffari opened the floor for public comments. No public comments were made. 

3. Approval of Special Events 

A motion was first made to approve the five special events that have been held for three or more 
consecutive years and do not require a representative to be present (Challenger School, Rising Up 
Together, Runtastic Haunted Emigration, U of U Anesthesiology, Carden Blue and White Field Day). 
Motion: Richard Layman 
Second: Holly Nichols 
Vote: Unanimously Approved. 
 

Presentations were then heard for the following new and returning events: 

mailto:parks@saltlakecounty.gov
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• Great Salt Lake Dog Training Club: The representative confirmed all dogs would remain on-leash 
and that the group would comply with the park's no vending and no staking policies. 

• Spencer Fox School of Medicine: The representative described the "House Olympics" event to 
foster community and confirmed compliance with park rules. 

• U of U OB/GYN Dept BBQ: The event will use pre-paid food trucks. The board requested that the 
organizers place signs indicating it is a private event to avoid confusion about vending in the park. 

• Region 6 Cross Country Championships: The organizers confirmed compliance with park rules. 
• U of U Athletics XC Utah Open: This is the event's second year, and the organizers confirmed 

compliance with park rules. 
• U of U Advancement Summer Social: This event was added to the agenda during the meeting. The 

event will use pre-paid food trucks and organizers confirmed compliance with park rules. 

A motion was made to approve all remaining events. 
Motion: Richard Layman moved to approve all events, with individual motions and seconds for each as 
follows: Great Salt Lake Dog Training (Motion: Roxanne Christensen, Second: Jackie Rosen), Spencer Fox 
School of Medicine (Motion: Roxanne Christensen, Second: Jackie Rosen), U of U OB/GYN (Motion: 
Richard Layman, Second: Holly Nichols), Region 6 Cross Country (Motion: Jackie Rosen, Second: Roxanne 
Christensen), U of U Athletics (Motion: Richard Layman, Second: Holly Nichols), U of U Advancement 
(Motion: Richard Layman, Second: Jackie Rosen). 
Vote: All events were unanimously approved. 
 
 

Name/Organization/Event Pavilion(s) or Field(s) Document 
Reference 

Reservation 
Date(s) 

Board Decision 

Great Salt Lake Dog Training 
Club 

Fabian Lakeside Portfolio 1 10/26/2025 Roxy Christensen motions to approve, 
Jackie Rosen seconds. 
The board approves unanimously. 

Spencer Fox School of 
Medicine 

Sego Lily-Mt Oly- Back 
Stop Grass 

Portfolio 2 09/15/2025 Roxy Christensen motions to approve, 
Jackie Rosen seconds. 
The board approves unanimously. 

U of U OB/GYN Dept BBQ Fabian Lakeside Portfolio 3 09/11/2025 Richard Layman motions to approve, 
Holly Nicholes seconds.  
The board approves unanimously. 

Region 6 Cross Country 
Championships 

Fabian Lakeside- Big 
Field-Grassy areas 

Portfolio 4 10/03/2025 Jackie Rosen motions to approve, Roxy 
Christiansen seconds. 
The board approves unanimously. 

U of U advancement 
Summer Social 

 Field- grassy area   Richard Layman moved to approve, 
Jackie Rosen seconds. 
The board approves unanimously. 

 
U of U Athletics XC Utah 
Open 

Parley’s Creek-Hidden 
Grove-Sugar Beet- 
Grassy areas-big field 

 
Portfolio 5 

 
09/12/2025 

Richard Layman moved to approve 
Holly Nichols seconds. 
The board approves unanimously. 
 

*Challenger School Fall Ice 
Cream Social 

Sugar Beet Portfolio 6 09/23/2025 Richard Layman moved to approve, 
Holly Nichols seconds. 
The board approves unanimously. 

*Rising Up Together Sugar Beet Portfolio 7 10/11/2025 Richard Layman moved to approve, 
Holly Nichols seconds. 
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The board approves unanimously. 

 
 
 

4. Administrative Items for the Board 

Approval of June 2025 Meeting Minutes 
Discussion: Richard Layman and Roxanne Christensen had previously submitted edits via email. 
Motion: Holly Nichols 
Second: Richard Layman 
Vote: Unanimously approved with edits. 

 
Approval of May 2025 Financial Statements 
Discussion: Shehan Jaro provided a detailed financial overview covering May, June, and July. Key points 
included the correction of a previously misreported $500,000 expense, a current bank balance of 
approximately $1.5 million, and concerns about the low net revenue from the Garden Center. An issue 
with a $72,000 prepayment for utilities is being investigated. It was decided to approve only the May 
and June statements as July was not on the noticed agenda. 
Motion: Richard Layman 
Second: Jackie Rosen 
Vote: Unanimously Approved. 
 
Approval of June 2025 Financial Statements 
Discussion: The discussion for the May financials covered the June period as well. June was noted as a 
break-even month financially. 
Motion: Richard Layman 
Second: Jackie Rosen 
Vote: Unanimously Approved. 
 

5. Miscellaneous Items Follow-up 

• Conflict-of-Interest Forms & Training: Siavash Ghaffari noted that two members still need to 
complete their forms and training. 

• TreeUtah Contract: Jackie Rosen reported that the contract is on her to-do list and that a 
workaround has been found to allow the board to approve it without further city or county review. 
The goal is to have it ready for the next meeting. 

• Salt Lake County Contract: Patrick Leary explained that a draft sent back to the city contained 
more substantive changes than intended. The county will meet with the city's legal team to resolve 
the differences and return to fine-tuning the agreement. 

 

6. Park Bench Request 

Siavash Ghaffari presented a request from Fenn Ketchoyian to purchase a park bench in memory of 
Tony, a cross-country coach. 
Discussion: The applicant was not present to discuss the request. The item was postponed until a future 
meeting. 
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7. 2026 SHP Operational & Management (O&M) and Capital Improvement 
Budgets 

Shehan Jaro presented the final 2026 O&M and Capital Improvement budgets. 
Discussion: The board discussed that the $2 million in ZAP funding for capital projects would not be 
disbursed until 2027 at the earliest, so this revenue and the associated expenses were removed from 
the 2026 budget. A lengthy discussion was held regarding a significant increase in the Salt Lake City 
Public Utilities storm water fee (from ~$130,000 to over $1 million annually). Patrick Leary confirmed 
the county is actively working with the utility to contest the charge based on the park's high irrigation 
usage versus actual sewer usage. The board agreed to approve the budget with the higher, worst-case 
scenario utility cost included for now. 
Motion: A motion was made to approve the final 2026 budget as amended (with ZAP funding removed). 
Motion by: Richard Layman 
Second: Holly Nichols 
Vote: Unanimously Approved. 

 

8. Big Field Pavilion Update 

Roxanne Christensen provided an update on the Big Field Pavilion table placement. 
Discussion: The board debated a recommendation to delay the installation of tables for one year to test 
the pavilion as an open, flexible event space. Proponents argued it could attract new types of revenue-
generating events like weddings, while opponents expressed concern about public expectation and 
negative impacts on traditional users like large company picnics. The board voted against delaying the 
installation (4-2, with 2 abstentions). As a compromise, the board discussed installing only half the 
tables. 
Motion: A motion was made to purchase all of the tables budgeted for the pavilion, but to only install 
half of them using layout "Option 2," with the remaining tables to be stored by the county for future 
installation. 
Motion: Holly Nichols 
Second: Jackie Rosen 
Vote: Unanimously Approved. 

 

9. Hotel Project on Sizzler Property 

Jackie Rosen led a discussion regarding a request from Salt Lake City for the board to take a position on 
proposed zoning (MU-3 to MU-8) and land use changes for a hotel project on the adjacent Sizzler 
property. 
Discussion: The board had a robust discussion with differing opinions. A straw poll on the rezoning 
proposal showed the board was split, with 2 in support, 3 opposed, and 3 neutral. Given the lack of 
consensus, it was decided the board would not take a unified official position. 
Motion: A motion was made for the board to submit a formal letter to Salt Lake City stating it has not 
taken a collective position on the proposal. Individual board members who wish to comment will submit 
their own formal letters to Jackie Rosen by Friday, September 22nd. Jackie will attach these individual 
letters to the board's cover letter and submit the complete package. 
Motion by: Richard Layman 
Second: Holly Nichols 
Vote: Unanimously Approved. 
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10. Incident Reports and Park Updates 

Patrick Leary provided updates on park status. 

• Park Security Update: No major incidents were reported. The primary issue continues to be 
individuals remaining in the park after closing hours. 

11. President’s Report 

Siavash Ghaffari delivered the President's Report. 

• Closed Session: A motion was made to enter a closed session to discuss ongoing legal concerns 
related to the board. 
o Motion by: Richard Layman 
o Second: Holly Nichols 
o Vote: Unanimously Approved. 
o Time Closed Session Began: 8:55 PM 
o Time Closed Session Ended: 9:08 PM 

12. Other Business 

• Social Media / Website: No significant updates. 
• Open Floor: The meeting was opened to the board for any other business. 

o A request submitted to the park for a dog wash vending machine was denied, as it violates the 
park's no-vending policy. 

o Shehan Jaro expressed interest in formally revisiting the no-vending policy in the future. 
o Holly Nichols announced that her term on the board is nearing its end and recommended the 

board begin the process of seeking a replacement. 

13. Adjournment 

There being no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting. 
Motion: Holly Nichols 
Second: Siavash Ghaffari 
Vote: Unanimously Approved. 
Meeting Adjourned: 9:15 PM 
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