
MINUTES OF THE UTAH STATE CHARTER SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
 
Thursday, August 14, 2025 
 
10008 Creek Run Way, Sandy, UT, 84070 

www.youtube.com/utahscsb 

Members Present: 
 

• Chair Stephanie Speicher (Via Phone) 
• Vice Chair Erik Olson 
• Member Clint Biesinger 
• Member Susan Pulsipher 

 
Members Not Present: 
 

• Member Krystle Bassett 
 
Staff Present: 
 

• Dr. Paul Kremer 
• Marie Steffensen 
• Andrea Jones 
• Amber Hellstrom 
• Jenna Magnetti 
• Lisa Cooper 
• Smriti Dhakal 
• Brendan McGinn 
• Betty Jimenez 
• Amy Pace  

 
Others Present: 
 

• USBE Liaison Rod Hall 
 
(9:00 AM) MEETING BEGINS 
 
Public Comment (0) 
 

http://www.youtube.com/utahscsb


Consent Calendar 
Action Items (With Quorum): 
 
Board Member Clint Biesinger raised a point regarding the Rockwell Warning letter. He expressed 
that there might be an opportunity to improve the process for reviewing and discussing such 
correspondence, suggesting that a more effective system could be established and what should be 
on the consent calendar and what should be an agenda item. Following this discussion, the Board 
proceeded to vote on the consent calendar. 
 
Member Clint Biesinger: “I move to approve the consent calendar.” 
Member Susan Pulsipher: “I second.” 
 
All members present say “Aye.” Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Noting Chair Stephanie Speicher is via phone and Member Krystle Bassett is not present. 

Executive Director Report 

Executive Director Dr. Paul Kremer gave an update on the two Board Member Replacements and 
the two possible names of the replacements appointed by the Governor and possible swear in 
date.  Dr. Kremer shared future work and collaborations for the SCSB team, including a Dr. Jaimie 
Garwood, to analyze and visualize key data and inform charter school growth strategies in Utah, 
work with Onyx to implement the EOS/Traction system, and work with the National Charter School 
Institute. Dr. Kremer also shared board and staff updates, recent events the SCSB team attended 
which was the Utah Charter Network’s Annual Conference and Associate Executive Director Marie 
Steffensen will assume the School Safety Liaison work that SCSB team member Betty filled in for 
the meantime. IT update the SCSB is close to finalizing a partnership with a third-party IT party to 
help the SCSB team in their IT needs. Dr. Kremer closed with a new logo update for the SCSB team, 
and SCSB shared Goals.  

  
Report and Recommendation: School Land Trust 
 
Paul Plant and Kira Bennett from the Utah State Board of Education (USBE), who oversee the 
School Land Trust, presented to the board on the School Land Trust Program. Their presentation 
was both informative and engaging, as they provided extensive updates and answered questions 
from board members, fostering a meaningful dialogue and ensuring clarity on the program’s 
current status and future directions for charter schools. 
 
Report to Board: School Start Up Funds 
 
SCSB Team Member Lisa Cooper-Loock presented on the Startup and Implementation Grants, she 
shared the laws for it, and then discussed updates, changes, challenges, recommendations, and 
things to work through. She engaged with the board on any questions, concerns, and feedback they 
had.



Report and Recommendation: The Learning Collective 
 
Adam Aberman of The Learning Collective presented recommendations to help strengthen 
relationships and increase capacity among Utah charter school boards. He shared findings from 
surveys, focus groups, interviews, publications, and discussions with SCSB staff, and addressed 
board questions for further clarification. 
 
Report and Recommendation: SCSB Committees 

Discussion (No Quorum): The board discussed outside quorum and therefore was informally talked 
about during their lunch and no formal action was taken. 

 
Discussion and Action Item: Legislative Report 

Discussion (No Quorum): The board discussed outside quorum and therefore was informally talked 
about during their lunch and no formal action was taken. 
 

Discussion and Action Item: Small School Expansion Applications 

Action Items (With Quorum): 

Associate Executive Director Marie Steffensen gave the board and overview of each application and 
their small expansions request. The board discussed the small school expansion applications 
submitted by Bear River Charter School, CS Lewis Academy, Franklin Discovery Academy, and 
Voyage Academy. During the meeting, board members raised questions and shared concerns 
regarding each school's readiness and capacity for expansion. Representatives from the schools 
provided clarifications and addressed the board’s inquiries, helping to inform the board’s 
understanding and next steps. The board then went on to vote on each school individually. 

• Bear River Charter School 

Member Clint Biesinger: “I am happy to make the motion that we approve their small expansion 
request as they have described it.” 

Member Susan Pulsipher: “I second.” 
 
All members present say “Yes.” Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Noting Chair Stephanie Speicher is via phone and Member Krystle Bassett is not present. 

 

 

 



• CS Lewis Academy 

Member Clint Biesinger: “I will make the motion” 

Member Susan Pulsipher: “I second.” 

Member Clint Biesinger comments on the school and their leadership and the changes and the 
impact they have for their rural students and adding grade 7 will be effective in helping their 
students and their academics, with Vice Chair Erik Olson agreeing. 
 
All members present say “Yes.” Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Noting Chair Stephanie Speicher is via phone and Member Krystle Bassett is not present. 

 

• Franklin Discovery Academy 

Member Clint Biesinger shares his concerns on their testing scores and their academic success but 
is inclined to support the application as their community is very supportive and sees the need for 
the application. 

Member Susan Pulsipher: “I can go ahead and make a motion on adding a grade.” 

Member Clint Biesinger: “I second.” 

 
All members present say “Yes.” Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Noting Chair Stephanie Speicher is via phone and Member Krystle Bassett is not present. 

 

• Voyage Academy 

Member Clint Biesinger: “I motion to approve the Voyage expansion of 100 students.” 

Member Susan Pulsipher: “I second.” 
 
All members present say “Yes.” Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Noting Chair Stephanie Speicher is via phone and Member Krystle Bassett is not present. 

 

 
 
 



Discussion and Action Item: Revolving Loan Committee Member Recommendations 

Action Items (With Quorum): 
 
Vice Chair Erik Olson shared the item needed to be discussed in a closed session that involved a 
revolving loan committee member character and competence of the individual and to do so there 
needs to be a motion to go in to closed session per the open and public meetings act. 
 
Member Susan Pulsipher: “I will make the motion to go in closed session to discuss the character 
and competence of individuals regarding the revolving loan committee.” Motion amended to allow 
Executive Director Dr. Paul Kremer, Associate Executive Director Marie Steffensen and SCSB Team 
Member Amber Hellstrom stay a part of the closed session. 
 
Member Clint Biesinger: “I second.” 
 
In favor of the motion roll call: 
 
Member Clint Biesinger: "Yes.” 
Member Susan Pulsipher: “Yes.” 
Vice Chair Erik Olson: “Yes.” 
Chair Stephanie Speicher: “Yes.” 
 
The Board confirms they are out closed session at 2:08pm 
 
Member Clint Biesinger: “I make a motion that we forward the three names discussed in our closed 
session to the USBE for consideration on the revolving loan committee.” 
 
Member Susan Pulsipher: “I second that.” 
 
All members present say “Aye.” Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Noting Chair Stephanie Speicher is via phone and Member Krystle Bassett is not present. 
 
 
(2:10PM) ADJOURN 
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