



MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF EMERY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
HELD IN THE EMERY COUNTY COURTHOUSE

SEPTEMBER 2, 2025



Present at the meeting was Commission Chairman Keven Jensen, Commissioner Jordan Leonard, Commissioner Dennis Worwood, Attorney Mike Olsen, Sheriff Tyson Huntington, Deputy Clerk/Auditor Carol Cox, elected officials and citizens.


CONSENT AGENDA

(1)
APPROVAL OF CHECK EDITS LIST, REQUISITIONS, AND DISPOSITIONS.

The Warrant Check Edit List # 269196 through and including # 269283 was presented for payment.  

There were no Requisitions or dispositions.

(2)
APPROVAL OF AUGUST 18, 2025 COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES.

(3)
APPROVAL OF BUSINESS LICENSE FOR DARIYAN GARCIA, FANTASY LASHES, LLC

(4)
APPROVAL TO GIVE JAX GARDNER A 3% WAGE INCREASE FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF HIS 6 MONTH ORIENTATION PERIOD AS AN IT TECHNICIAN, EFFECTIVE 9-25-25.

(5)
APPROVAL TO GIVE RAYNA DORSCH A 3% WAGE INCREASE FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF HER 6 MONTH ORIENTATION PERIOD AS A DISPATCHER I, EFFECTIVE 9-15-25.
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(6)
APPROVAL TO GIVE HAYLEN WILLIS, EMMA GRIMM, AND JAMISON CHRISTENSEN A 3% WAGE INCREASE FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THEIR 6 MONTH ORIENTATION PERIOD AS A LIFEGUARD, EFFECTIVE 9-15-25.

(7)
APPROVAL TO PROMOTE CHELSIE DYE TO A DISPATCHER II.  MOVE FROM GRADE 14 TO GRADE 15, EFFECTIVE 9-15-25.

(8)
APPROVAL TO HIRE KAYTLYN ANDERSON AS A ¾ TIME JUSTICE COURT CLERK I WORKING 29 HOURS PER WEEK, WITH PRORATED BENEFITS (NO MEDICAL).  WAGE GRADE 12.

(9)
APPROVAL TO HIRE IAN TADEHARA AS A FULL TIME DISPATCHER I WITH FULL BENEFITS UNTIL HE BECOMES BCO OR LEO CERTIFIED.  WAGE GRADE 14.


DISCUSSION AGENDA

(1)
ITEMS PULLED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA.

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Commissioner Dennis Worwood, seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard, and the motion passed. 
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(2)
PRESENTATION BY PATSY STODDARD REGARDING ECHOES OF THE PAST PRODUCTION 2026.

Patsy Stoddard gave a brief report on the Echoes of The Past event from the Emery County Fair.  They had 60 participants share stories and histories of families in Emery County.   They are looking for volunteers and family histories/stories for next year.  Suzane Anderson talked about Frontier Days.  They had about 100 volunteers and participants.  New this year was a drum dancing group from the Ute Tribe.  Additional funding requests will be looked at during the budget process.

(3) 
RATIFICATION OF SIGNING OF LETTER APPOINTING KYLE EKKER AS THE DAY-TO-DAY REPRESENTATIVE OF EMERY COUNTY IN MATTERS PERTAINING TO THE PL-566 COTTONWOOD WATERSHED STUDY PROJECT.

Emery County has officially been approved to act as the day-to-day representative for County matters pertaining to the PL-566 Cottonwood Watershed Study Project.  Kyle will be responsible for representing Emery County in daily interactions with study teams and NRCS and participating in coordinating meetings involving the study teams, the County, other stakeholders, agencies, and NRCS.   A letter has been drafted and forwarded to NRCS to this point.  This action now needs to be ratified.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to ratify the signing of a letter appointing Kyle Ekker as the Day-to-Day representative of Emery County in matters pertaining to the PL-566 Cottonwood Watershed Study Project.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(4)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY AWARDING THE INDUSTRIAL PARK MASTER PLAN RFQ. 

Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to award the Industrial Park Master Plan to RM Engineering Consultants.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to award a contract to RM Engineering Consultants.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none
   
(5)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY STATE OF UTAH CONTRACT FOR EMERY COUNTY PREDATION MANAGEMENT.

State of Utah Contracts with Emery County to provide Predation Management in the County. Emery County will pay $6,000 and the State will refund EC $3,000.00.   Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve the State of Utah Contract for Emery County Predation Management.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
           Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(6)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY EMERGENCY MUTUAL AID INTERLOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN CARBON COUNTY, EMERY COUNTY, GRAND COUNTY AND SAN JUAN COUNTY.

Sheriff Huntington explained the Interlocal Cooperation Agreement will allow Carbon, Emery, Grand and San Juan Counties to work together to provide assistance during an emergency.   Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve an Emergency Mutual Aid Interlocal Cooperation Agreement between Carbon County, Emery County, Grand County and San Juan County.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(7)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY BILL SO SALE BETWEEN EMERY COUNTY AND NEW CINGULAR WIRELESS PCS, LLC (COLLECTIVELY  “ATT”)

The Communications Tower Facility on Horn Mountain previously owned by ATT that is now New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC no longer needs or uses the facility.. EC would like to retain this facility. A Bill Of Sale between Emery County and New Cingular Wireless, PCS, LLC for the facility was presented for approval.  The facility is crucial to Emery County for communications and EMS services.  EC will assume the facility and maintain it as we have been doing in the past.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve a Bill Of Sale between Emery County and New Cingular Wireless, PCS, LLC (collectively ATT).  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.   The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(8)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY AMENDMENT TO FIRE DISTRICT MOU

An Amendment to Fire District MOU was discussed.  The amendment will allow Fire District  representatives to take a radio. The question arose as to who would take the responsibility of the asset.  Each of the municipalities in EC will need to sign the MOU as they are responsible for the Fire District personnel.   Commissioner Jordan Leoanrd made a motion to approve an Amendment to Fire District MOU.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
        Keven Jensen
NAY:  none 

(9)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY RCOG GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE BUSINESS INCUBATOR PROJECT.

Commissioner Jordan Leonard explained that in addition to the Rural County Grant the county cities, AOG can apply for a RCOG grant for up to $600,000 with a 30% match.  EC is looking to upgrade the old Weed/Mosquito Building that is currently an incubator site for several businesses.  They are looking to improve the plumbing system and add a restroom in the building. They estimate this cost to be $150,000 with a potential $30,000 match (which could come from Rural County Grant Funds).  Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve pursuing a RCOG Grant Application in the amount of $150,000 with a potential $30,000 match to be used for the old Weed/Mosquito building (Business Incubator Project).  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The  motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leoanrd
          Dennis Worwood
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(10)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY PROPOSED RURAL COUNTY GRANT PROJECTS FOR 2026.

Commissioner Leonard talked about the Rural County Grant which is available to all the counties in Utah.  They are looking at applying for $115,000 to be used as follows:  $10,000 for Junior Entrepreneur Program and $75,000 for business recruitment or ideas such as using $30,000 for a match on the RCOG grant application. Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve the Rural County Grant Projects for 2026.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leoanrd.  The motion passed. 
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(11)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION FOR PACIFICORP’S PLANNED CLAWSON I SOLAR POWER GENERATION AND BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE PROJECT.

Spencer Martin from Martin and Nicholson Environmental Consultants indicated his firm was hired by PacifiCorp to assist them in preparing and planning a Conditional Use Permit Application for PacifiCorp’s planned Clawson I solar power generation and battery storage project.  Jeffrey Wagner from PacifiCorp was present also. This will be a transmission and storage project 4 miles south of Clawson on the west side of Highway 10 located on 1200 hundred acres of PacifiCorp land.  Jim Jennings added that the CUP process was looked at by the EC Planning Commission and forwarded to the EC Commissioners. This would be a Level two Conditional Use Permit.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood asked if the adjourning land owners have been contacted and what are the conditions associated with the CUP.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to table and contact the adjourning land owners and schedule a Public Hearing to receive public input on the CUP for Pacificorp’s planned Clawson I solar power generation and battery storage project.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(12)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY AMENDMENT TO HUNTER SOLAR BATTERY STORAGE CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT LETTER.

Joel Purits and Emma Krips, owners of the Deseri Renewables Hunter Solar Project outside of Clawson requested approval for amendments to the CUP letter.  In the July 15, 2025 Commission Meeting the Hunter Solar Battery Storage CUP letter was approved with no incentives. The proposed amendment is clerical changes to the document.  Attorney Mike Olsen has not received a copy of the document to review.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve the amendment to Hunter Solar Battery Storage Conditional Use Permit letter pending review from County Counsel.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(13)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY AMENDMENT #1 TO KFJ SUBDIVISION.

Jesse Ward requested review of Amendment #1 to KFJ Subdivision.  Josie Stilson read the original plat map.  The final plat amendment is number 4 on lot #9, which is Jesse Ward’s lot. . Jesse indicated his concern is being land locked which could affect his access.  If he loses his access this could affect his loan with his bank.  Jim Jennings indicated that all land owners in the subdivision need to be notified of the amendment.   Lot #9 is the only lot proposed to be amended.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to table to allow time to notify all land owners in the subdivision. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard. The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none 

(14)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY EMERY COUNTY MOVING FORWARD WITH A CONVEYANCE REQUEST REGARDING THE GREEN RIVER GRAVEL PIT

There is a gravel pit on two 80 acre lots in Green River that EC thought the county already owned.  The gravel and rock is crucial to use by the Road Department and BLM for rip rap along the river for flood relief.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to move forward with the process of conveyance of the Green River Gravel Pit property in Green River.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(15)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY EMERY COUNTY SUPPORTING GREEN RIVER AS A POTENTIAL SITE FOR THE UTAH OFFICE OF ENERGY DEVELOPMENT OPERATION GIGABYTE PROJECT FOR NUCLEAR POWER GENERATION.

A week ago the Governor Spencer Cox  and the Office of Energy Development signed an agreement with Terra Power to look at potential nuclear plant sites.  We thought it would be appropriate to add Green River  as a potential site.   A lot of the geological testing has already been done on the site in GR.  They have the water that's needed.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to support the consideration of Green River as a potential nuclear power generation site.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leoanrd.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
       Keven Jensen
NAY:  none 

(16)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY EMERY COUNTY APPROVING A BUILDING PERMIT FOR VALOR ATOMICS

Valor Atomics is getting ready to break ground on their facility at the San Rafael Energy Research Center on September 11.  They hope to kick on next year on July 4th.  The Building department has not issued a building permit, so this is the process to move forward.  Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve a building permit for Valor Atomics so they can move forward with their project.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none


(17)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY PARTICIPATION IN THE CARBON/EMERY REGIONAL OPPORTUNITY COUNCIL IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY

Commissioner Jensen ROC was created to help economic development in Carbon and Emery County with an emphasis on energy.  He added on a personal note of his concerns regarding the previous Commission and the pursuit of an $80 billion dollar grant with Energy Works to transition away from fossil fuels to nuclear power.  There were 7 locations in the US being considered of which we were one.  This grant application never took a Commission action. This would have fundamentally changed Emery County. As we look at these councils, it makes him concerned with where the power lies if the elected official that the people vote for can use that power to speak for the people or create councils that can usurp Commissioner authority.  There are so many committees and councils. It is somewhat an echo chamber. The thought of a 10 million dollar grant coming to Carbon and Emery County, mostly Emery County because we have the bigger power plants and never taking commission action on that. As a Commissioner, he has never denied any business, agency or council the support that they are seeking.  If we pass this we are committed to the ROC.  Jeri Gamber, Executive Director of Southeastern Regional Development Agency indicated that this ROCl was created to condense all the meetings. In the State of Utah there are 7 AOG’s of which we are one. The region is Carbon, Emery, Grand and San Juan.  Each of these each has an Economic Development District which was in conjunction with the Economic Development administration which is under the Department of Commerce.  These Economic Development Districts are regional, so there are 7 of them.  Nothing the council does is set in stone.  It is for you as a county to lead out on your priorities. This is a way to prioritize projects in our area and then go after the grants to finance them.  It is a collaboration effort.  Commissioner Jensen asked who initiated this council?  Jade indicated that there wasn’t really one person who initiated this council.  This was an initiative from the State of Utah. We created the council to fit the needs of Carbon, Emery, Grant and San Juan with the priority on energy development.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve participation in the ROC.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
Nay:   Keven Jensen
   


(18)
DISCUSSION REGARDING THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BLUEPRINT.

Commissioner Jensen expressed his concerns.  With all the councils and committees they echo each other.  It is the same board members.  Emery County changed its brand to Life Energized.  He expressed concern that if we go to nuclear power plants we will lose many jobs in Emery County.  One of the Economic Development Blueprint’s is to try and leverage jobs for the future.
We need to be creative with our Economic Development in Emery County.  Commissioner Leonard added that it would be good if we could get new ideas from the mayors and others in our communities. Commissioner Worwood added that we need to look at easy to get people involved.
 
(19)
ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTS

Commissioner Leonard thanked the Search and Rescue and Sheriff’s Department who helped a family stranded on the desert.  
Peach Days this coming weekend.  Melon Days the next weekend.
Commissioner Worwood reported that they need to buy furniture at the new Senior Center.  Maegan Crosland is searching for furniture.
BOE appeals are going on until September 15.

(20)
ADJOURN

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Commissioner Dennis Worwood, seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard, and the motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leoanrd
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none



ATTEST:  _________________________ COMMISSIONER:________________________
