Council Meeting
July 15, 2025

PRESENT: Mayor Avery

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Co. Logston
                                      Co. Abeyta
                                      Co. Ferguson

EXCUSED: Co. Robinett
                  Co. Stewart

Regular council meeting was called to order at 6:30 P.M. Noting those present and stating that proper Notice & Agenda had been posted.

Minutes: June 11, 2025 motion to approve by Co. Logston, seconded by Co. Abeyta. Motion passed unanimously.

Minutes: July 1, 2025 motion to approve by Co. Abeyta, seconded by Co. Logston. Motion passed unanimously.

Steven Adams attended Boy’s State and reports to council about his experience at Boys’ State learning about government and also learning how they function. 

Grant Neath – Fire Department/Fireworks. On the 4th of July we had a hot dog roast and fireworks. It did get a little hectic during the fireworks. We are going to do things a little different, we are going to go after donations to put on a fireworks show for next year. It will be controlled a bit better next year. With the 24th coming up, residents are allowed to light them off from July 22nd to the 25th. We are asking the residents to be mindful of the dry situation that we are in. Christian states that the city can be more restrictive than what the State Fire Marshall states. Motion by Co. Ferguson to keep resolution in place, seconded by Co. Abeyta. Motion passed unanimously.

Grant Neath – Asphalt. We had Nielson construction come out and give us bids, we are going to hold off on this because we have two more cuts to make and take care of all of them at once. 

Brandi Young – Firework Safety. Thanks, council, for hearing them tonight. Also, thanks to all of the first responders, this is a great place to live. Discussing the lack of safety at the fireworks at Sunnyside Park. Some of the fireworks shot into the crowd of people, near her teenage kids. One of the fireworks hit her three-year-old child’s chair, that she had been sitting in a couple of minutes prior. There are a few safety concerns, the ground is not level, there was concerns of ages of people lighting off fireworks…does not want this canceled would like to see this become a safer environment. We need to have something taken care of as soon as possible to get out to the public before the 24th. 

Reports from Council Members, Boards & Committees:

Co. Robinett: Excused

Co. Logston: Bill Shaff, his dad and grandpa retired from the railway, and he donated some stuff to the museum. It is on display at the museum. We did open the museum on Saturday, we did not have a lot of visitors, Mark opened up the museum for people to visit during Community Daze. If anyone has any pictures of Elwin and Juanita Rasmussen it would be nice to have some in the museum. Now that Community Daze is over will meet with the maintenance crew to go over the cemetery map and re-evaluate it. 

Co. Ferguson: Newsletter articles are due by the 22nd. Would also like to discuss the homeless problem. We need to look into some resources for them. We did talk about the community center that could be made into a homeless shelter, there is also a property on Grant Avenue that could possibly be turned into a shelter. We do have a problem and this is something that needs to be looked into, this isn’t going to go away. We need to have compassion, there is a difference between compassion and enabling the situation. Jenn Maestas there will be a lot of research that needs to go into this, what about the funding, who is going to manage this? She also states that they see this firsthand in the ER how these resources go. Bill Tice did try to go help at the home on Grassy Trail. Building a shelter all for it, but they have to want to go into it. Mary North states that she was asked by the Mayor to purchase toilet paper, soap and shampoo, we tried, and it did not work. We are trying to help, and they are not willing to do it. Mayor states that these people were evicted from where they were at, and it was done thru a legal process. Co. Logston asks what we can do to them, do we have any recourse. Christian cites a couple state codes where they can be cited.76-2-208 new code on camping, we can pass our own ordinance on camping on city property. This is something that the police officers will have to handle, have them look at the situation and make sure there are no legal claims to the property. Lynnae states that she owns the property next to the home that is being discussed. Have tried to prevent them from accessing the property. Have been told to put up no trespassing signs. Don’t think that they want any kind of help. Kathy Bean asks about the health issue there. Can’t we use that? Mayor states that we cannot get help with that, if they choose to live a certain way. Jenn Maestas asks if we can do anything legally with some of these homes. Christian states that we can bring a civil action suit. Mayor states that Gary is asking how we are going to pay for this. With the budget in the shape it is in, where are we getting the money for this? 

Mayor states that he has to go back to the beginning of the meeting. Overtime will go back to as needed. Co. Abeyta states that the maintenance crew knows that it is only on emergencies. Mayor states that he does still have to approve the overtime.

Co. Stewart: Excused

Co. Abeyta: The reservoir is sitting at 89 ¾” down. This is very serious. We have turned down all of the watering of city properties. The cement was poured at the treatment plant. Ward’s Landscaping was there today to do some work with the landscaping. We do plan on having an open house. We have to make some serious decisions on the water, everyone is going to have to cut back.

Mayor: the lighting project is being worked on and should be done by the end of this week. The road up the canyon is being worked on, it is a big improvement. Maintenance did a good job cleaning up after Community Daze. We are still working on getting the siren working at the park. There is still some work that needs to be done.

Old Business: We have talked about getting the ordinances on the city website. We need to work on getting those online, the only ones that we have is the city land use codes. We need to have them put online. We will work on these, getting them online. 

Payables: Motion to approve by Co. Ferguson, seconded by Co. Abeyta. Motion passed unanimously. 

Motion to adjourn by Co. Ferguson, seconded by Co. Logston. Motion passed unanimously.

ATTEST:

Liz Holt, City Recorder                                                        Dave Avery, Mayor
