 M I N U T E S 

RICH COUTY Conservation District
Regular Board Meeting, August 8th, 2025
ATTENDANCE:

Conservation District Chair

Candy Cornia, President 
Conservation District (CD) Supervisor 

Judy Stuart, Treasurer 
Braden Cornia 

Yale Johnson (absent)
Cole Weston (absent)
Conservation District Supervisors Absent: 
Conservation Partners Representatives:

Jace Farnsworth, Conservation Planner  

Justin Elsner, District Conservationist 
Taylor Payne, GIP (absent)
Jayme Kofoed, Conservation Planner (absent) 

Reganne Briggs, Utah State University Extension (absent)
Conservation District Staff:

Jeanne Weston, Clerk

SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION

CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER

Candy Cornia called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes were emailed prior to the meeting along with hard copies provided at the start of the meeting.  Judy Stuart made a motion to approve the minutes, Braden Cornia seconding and they were unanimously approved.
AGENDA ITEM

Financial Report-Jeanne Weston

It was stated that currently there is $$51,740.26 in the general operating fund. 
The deposits recorded were $1,424.38 reimbursement from the State (Clerk wages for $1,116.50 and SERA for $307.88) 6/27, $11.94 interest for June, $2,500 donation from commissioners, $7,215.62 reimbursement from the State (SERA for $307.88, Clerk wages for $1,116.50, entity renewal for $25.00, Davis Dozer- 4 tire troughs $3,400, 12 GIP (conservation projects) and $10.88 interest for July.
The checks that processed since the last meeting are as follows: Checks Processed: Yale Johnson- $85.20 #326 SERA, UACD- Conservation Planner wages for $12,668.65 #330, UACD- Clerk wages for $1,116.50 #329, Judy Stuart- $72.60 #325 SERA, Drake Weston for $1,000 Scholarship #332, Judy Stuart- $63.40 #333 SERA, Barbwire LLC- Steve Huffaker- $200.00 #341, Ace Land and Livestock, LLC- Chad Edgington- $200.00 #342, Bell Butte Grazing- Charlie Rex- $200.00 #343, Duck Creek Allotment- Lina Willis- $200.00 #344, Rafter J Cattle, LLC- Louis Stuart- $200.00 #347, S&S Ranching- Jesie Sumsion- $200.00 #348, JW Cattle Co- Norm Weston- $200.00 #349 and Willis Ranch- Linda Willis- $200.00 #350.
The checks that have not processed are Michael Nebeker- Check for $6,950 #323, UACD Conservation Planner wages for $14,9,87.30 (April-June) #354, UACD- Clerk wages for $1,116.50 (April-June 2025) #338, Davis Dozer- 4 tire troughs $3,400 #340, Kennedy Ranch, LLC- Bill Kennedy- $200.00 #346, Woodruff Stock Association BLM- Bill Cox (2024 &2025) $200.00 each #352 and #353, Woodruff Stock Association USFS- Bill Cox #352, Entity renewal for $25.00 pay to: State of Utah (confirmation on 8/6), and Feller Ranch, LLC- Martin Feller #345 (Decided to not do the project)
 Bill that needs to be paid is a Non Point Source to Brandon Willis get paid $3,641.00. Address needs to be obtained and will pick up check tomorrow 8-7.

Braden Cornia made a motion to approve the outstanding bills, Judy Stuart seconding and they were unanimously approved.
AGENDA ITEM
Justin Elsner- NRCS

They are in the process of wrapping up contracts. NRCS is getting ready to swing into annual payment for CSP, they are reaching out to producers for these contracts. As soon as October 1st comes, they can make the annual payments. There are two contracts that it is the 5th year so they are up for renewal. Jayme is taking one of those and Taylor Ward is taking the other to access rank and get funding for another five years. Another item is outreach efforts for SFP for irrigation projects on the South end of Bear Lake. This project was selected from current application and work group feedback. There will be $250,00 for two years, $500,000 in total, to address irrigation efficiency, upgrading irrigation and piping ditches.  August 25th Jana Lynn Negus is starting back up, that position is through 2027 and hoping to get another year extension. 
AGENDA ITEM

Jace Farnsworth- UDAF
There are several positions that have changed. Sherie Edgington has taken another position and Ben Law took Jace Farnsworth position. Jace will now cover the entire state. There are several districts that do not have support from the supervisors. As of June, next year he has to have a report for each district. He will also come up with funding for the districts, they will apply for some funds. Utah is big enough he believes that we need that many districts and each county is different. There are 38 districts at this time. Hopefully next year there will be a fund pool to go after and knowing what power they have as a district. He would like to educate the supervisors. 
Jan/Feb will be the next Water Op application time. 

He wants to go over which kind of irrigation methods that work in which area. He would like feed back from the district to do the basic water op assessment. He wants to get a feel from the supervisors to see what works best in their area. At this point the county is mostly flood. 

Cody Byklachich took the water op position. 

AGENDA ITEM

Cody Bryklachich- Water Op planner

He is trying to focus on SFP and letting farmers know about it and the water op programs. He will be certifying projects. He will be doing applications and helping Jayme. His contact information is as follows: 385-214-7261 cbrklacich@utah.gov

AGENDA ITEM

DISTRICT BUSINESS

Candy Cornia- Chair 
Next meeting will be held on September 10th at 6:00pm. 
The SERA forms were filled out. 
Braden Cornia made a motion with Judy Suart seconding to pay the SERA, this was unanimously approved.
MOTION TO ADJOURN
Braden Cornia moved to adjourn the meeting and Judy Stuart seconded, unanimously approved.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:00pm. 
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