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GOALS



WHAT ARE 

DESIGN 

GUIDELINES?

 Expand on the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of 

Historic Properties, providing more specific guidance for a particular 

location or context.

 Tool for design review used in conjunction with a local preservation 

ordinance.

 Can also be referred to as design standards.

 Can be regulatory or voluntary.



WHY DEVELOP DESIGN GUIDELINES?

INTERPRET THE 
SECRETARY OF THE 

INTERIORS 
STANDARDS FOR 

YOUR COMMUNITY

CREATE SHARED 
UNDERSTANDING 

DESIGN REVIEW 
GOALS

PROVIDE 
CONSISTENCY AND 

PREDICTABILITY

DEFINE WHAT IS KEY 
TO COMMUNITY 

CHARACTER

USE EXAMPLES AND 
ILLUSTRATIONS TO 

PROVIDE CLEAR 
GUIDANCE FOR 

PROPERTY OWNERS

EDUCATE THE 
PUBLIC ON DESIGN 
CONSIDERATIONS 

AND OPTIONS

PROVIDE GUIDANCE 
BASED ON LOCAL 

CONDITIONS

INCREASE 
EFFICIENCY BY 

REDUCING 
AMBIGUITY IN THE 

DESIGN REVIEW 
PROCESS



TYPES OF GUIDELINES

Geographic Area Building Type Issue Based Address Features



WHY UPDATE GUIDELINES?

 Add flexibility

 Incorporate new technology and materials

 Guidance for new resource types

 Address sources of contention or HPC struggles

 Respond to community feedback

 Keep up with current best practices

 Improve usability and accessibility

 Integrate climate resilience and disaster 
preparedness



CONSIDER ENFORCEMENT WHEN DEVELOPING GUIDELINES

 Is this something worth enforcing?

 Is the guideline clear?

 How will compliance be determined?

 How will subjective guidelines like “when feasible” 

or “when possible” be evaluated?

 How does the guideline align with code/building 

requirements?

 Community feedback?



WHY ENFORCEMENT 
MATTERS

 Lack of enforcement undermines 
guidelines

 Responsibility of commissions to 
designate and maintain local 
landmarks and districts

 To ensure that local preservation 
laws are respected and upheld, 
they must be consistently 
enforced

 Deter future violations



WHAT IS ENFORCEABLE?



WHAT DO YOU WANT TO ENFORCE?



DO YOUR GUIDELINES ALIGN WITH YOUR PRIORITIES? 
WHAT IS WORTH FIGHTING FOR & WHERE CAN YOU ADD FLEXIBILITY?

 Are character-defining features altered?

 How much historic fabric is impacted?

 How visible are the alterations?

 Are alterations subordinate?

 Is the work reversible?

 Do the alterations create a false sense of history?

 Will the proposed work impact the district character?



MAKING ENFORCEMENT EASIER THROUGH CLARITY



MAKING ENFORCEMENT EASIER THROUGH CLARITY

General

 The appropriateness of substitute materials is 

reviewed based on the size, shape, texture, pattern, 

and detail as compared to the original material and, 

when available, past performance of the material in 

documented cases.

Specific

 It is inappropriate to replace historically wood porch 

supports and railings with metal, iron, plastic, PVC, or 

fiberglass supports and railings.

 Aluminum, vinyl, and plastic sidings and details shall 

not be used.

 Design an awning or canopy to be in character with 

the building. . . . Vinyl, plastic, leather, or any glossy or 

reflective materials are inappropriate.



GRAPHICALLY REPRESENT THE DESIGN REVIEW PROCESS



BE EQUALLY AS 
CLEAR IN THE 
ENFORCEMENT 
PROCESS 



PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT











EXAMPLES



WHO HAS THEM IN UTAH?

 Logan

 Murray

 Ogden

 Park City

 Salt Lake City



SALT LAKE CITY

Cultural Landscape Reports (CLR) for Parks, Landscapes, Open Spaces



POST WAR TYPES



WHAT DOES IT COVER?

 Preservation

 Repair & Rehabilitation

 Additions

 New Construction

 Relocation & Demolition

 Streetscape & Site Design

 Sustainability & Weatherization

 Appendices of Resources



POCATELLO

 Project Summary & Methodology

 Principles & Benefits of Historic Preservation

 The Pocatello HPC & Overlay District

 History of Downtown Pocatello

 Character-defining Features of the Downtown 

Pocatello Historic District

 The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards

 Design Review

 Design Standards



ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES



DESIGN REVIEW PROCESS



DESIGN STANDARDS



DESIGN STANDARDS



PARK CITY



PARK CITY



ADDITIONS



ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES



UNIQUE SITUATIONS



QUESTIONS / DISCUSSION
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