
Community Renewable Energy Agency Board 
Meeting Minutes 

 
The Community Renewable Energy Agency Board met in a regular public meeting on Monday, 

August 4, 2025, at Millcreek City Hall, located at 1330 E. Chambers Avenue, Millcreek, UT 

84106 and participated electronically via GoToMeeting.  

 

PRESENT:          

   

Board Members    

In person       

Emily Quinton, Summit County 

Drew Quinn, Holladay 

Jeff Silvestrini, Millcreek 

Dustin Gettel, Midvale City 

 

Electronic 

Dan Dugan, Chair, Salt Lake City 

Chris Cawley, Alta 

Lorenzo Long, Ogden 

Randy Aton, Springdale 

Melodie McCandless, Grand County 

Pamela Gibson, Castle Valley  

Luke Cartin, Park City 

Jeremy Rubell, Park City 

Patrick Schaeffer, City of Kearns 

Alexi Lamm, Moab 

Kyla Topham, Springdale 

Holly Smith, Holladay 

Joe Frazier, Oakley 

Kaitlyn Myers, Moab 

Emily Paskett, Salt Lake County 

David Brems, Emigration Canyon 

          

In Person Attendees: Kurt Hansen, Millcreek; Elyse Sullivan, Millcreek 

 

Electronic Attendees: Brenda Salter, Division of Public Utilities; Jeanne Evenden, Ogden 

resident; Phillip Russell, outside counsel; Samantha Pensari, Stewardship Utah; Sophia 

Nicholas, Salt Lake City staff; Monica O’Malley, Salt Lake City staff 

 

           

REGULAR MEETING – 1:00 p.m. 

TIME COMMENCED:  1:03 p.m. 

 

1. Welcome, Introduction, and Preliminary Matters 
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1.1 Purpose and Overview of Meeting 

Chair Dan Dugan called the meeting to order, and introduction of attendees were 

made. 

 

1.2 Current Participation Percentages included in Board Packet 

 

1.3 September board meeting to be held on Monday, September 8 due to Labor 

Day holiday 

 

2. Business Matters 

2.1 Approval of July 7, 2025, Board Meeting Minutes and July 14, 2025, Special 

Meeting Minutes 

Board Member Silvestrini moved to approve the July 7, 2025, Board Meeting 

Minutes, and July 14, 2025, Special Meeting Minutes. Board Member Quinn 

seconded the motion. Chair Dugan asked for the vote. All Board Members voted 

yes. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

2.2 Treasurer Report (Year-to-Date Contributions and Expenses).  

Board Member Jeff Silvestrini reported the report was in the meeting packet and there 

were a couple of invoices in the process of being approved. 

 

2.3 Reports From Committees (Program Design, Low-Income Plan, 

Communications) 

Communications - Board Member Chris Cawley said there would be a meeting on 

August 8th. A newsletter has not been published since May. With recent progress, the 

committee will coordinate efforts to ensure communication support remains effective. 

Appreciation was expressed to Holly Smith from Holladay City for her contributions. 

The committee also acknowledged the potential involvement of new board members and 

highlighted the importance of formally welcoming them. Notably, Mayor Gettel from 

Midvale recently joined his first committee meeting, marking the first time an elected 

official has participated in this group, bringing valuable perspective. 

 

Board Member Emily Quinton asked about a resource for communities or elected 

officials. In the past a memo was produced that communities could then forward on to 

their councils and commissions. She would connect with Board Member Cawley offline 

on the matter.  

 

Low Income – Salt Lake City staff member Monica O’Malley reported she has worked 

closely with Christopher Thomas and has supported Salt Lake City's involvement in the 

Utah Renewable Communities (URC), particularly with the Low-Income Plan and 

Communications Committees, for nearly four years. She is stepping in temporarily 

following the departure of Ian Harris from his role at Cottonwood Heights, who 

previously served as the committee facilitator. The committee typically meets monthly 

on the second Monday but did not meet in July due to a lack of urgent matters. Current 

priorities include updating the Energy Affordability webpage on the URC website to 

include new information such as the termination fee waiver and enhanced bill credit 

submitted in program applications to the Public Service Division. This update may be 

integrated into a broader revamp of the program’s public-facing website. Additionally, 
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the committee is addressing outreach strategies outlined in each community’s adopted 

Low-Income Plan. This includes contacting listed partner organizations to add them to 

the URC listserv, allowing them the option to opt out. The outreach list has been 

finalized, and communications to those organizations will begin soon.  

 

Program Design - Board Member Quinton reported out for the committee following 

Christopher Thomas's departure, with a transition to his permanent replacement 

expected later this month. The committee's membership remains unchanged. In July, the 

committee met twice, most notably to prepare the resolution presented at the special July 

14 board meeting. A key milestone was the filing of the agency’s direct testimony in the 

program application docket on July 18. The next significant deadline is October 10, 

when all other parties must submit their testimony, ahead of the Public Service 

Commission hearing scheduled for December 16. A possible decision from the 

Commission may follow within 30 days, positioning the program for a potential launch 

in 2026, though timelines remain subject to change. 

 

The committee reviewed the initial screening of bids from the agency’s resource 

solicitation, conducted by consultant Energy Strategies. An initial shortlist of up to six 

bids is expected by August 18, to be forwarded to PacifiCorp for further modeling. The 

bids were assessed for eligibility based on clear RFP criteria, with additional due 

diligence conducted on interconnection status, equipment plans, and pricing robustness. 

The bids ranged in commercial operation dates from 2027 to 2031, with a wide price 

range of nearly $50 per megawatt-hour between the highest and lowest bid price, and 

included projects across Utah, Wyoming, and Idaho. 

 

Testimony submitted to the Public Service Commission came from four witnesses: 

Chair Dugan (covering the agency’s legislative background and structure), Mayor 

Silvestrini (on finances and customer bill impact goals), Christopher Thomas (on 

program design principles), and consultant Kevin Higgins (on rate design and customer 

benefits). These testimonies aim to build a comprehensive foundation for the program’s 

approval. 

 

Lastly, the board is reviewing a resolution regarding a potential refund of one bid fee 

due to exceptional circumstances, which may be discussed in closed session. The 

committee anticipates further RFP developments and continued preparation for the 

upcoming regulatory milestones.  

 

Chair Dugan expressed appreciation for the work in managing the RFP process.  

 

2.4 Public Comment 

There was no public comment. 

 

2.5 Discussion and Consideration of Board Officer Positions (Chair, Vice-Chair, 

Treasurer, Secretary) Terms, and Elections 

Board Member Silvestrini acknowledged the board has maintained the same officers 

since its inception, and there was a suggestion to continue with the current leadership for 

another year. This recommendation is based on the officers' familiarity with the 

operational details, including the financial processes and treasury responsibilities, such 



Community Renewable Energy Board Meeting Minutes    4 August 2025 Page 4 of 5 

 

 

as managing invoices and maintaining checks and balances. While continuity is seen as 

beneficial, particularly to avoid disruptions in financial administration, members were 

invited to express interest in serving as officers if they wished. There was no comment. 

The current officers are Chair Dan Dugan, Vice Chair Angela Choberka, Secretary 

Emily Quinton, and Treasurer Jeff Silvestrini. 

 

Board Member Silvestrini moved to reappoint the existing officers. Board Member 

Gettel seconded the motion. Chair Dugan asked for the vote. All Board Members 

voted yes. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

2.6 Closed Session if Needed per Utah Code Ann 52-4-205 

Board Member Brems moved to go into closed meeting per Utah Code 52-24-205(c) 

strategy session to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation at 1:34 pm. 

Board Member Quinn seconded the motion. Chair Dugan asked for the roll call 

vote. All present Board Members voted yes. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Board Member Silvestrini moved to go back into open meeting at 1:53 pm. Board 

Member Gettel seconded the motion. Chair Dugan called for the vote. All Board 

Members voted yes. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Board Member Jeremy Rubell disclosed he works in the industry though there was no 

official conflict and recused himself from item 2.7.   

 

2.7 Discussion and Consideration of Resolution 25-09 Resolution of the Board 

Authorizing the Refund of a Bid Fee Payment 

Board Member Silvestrini moved to approve Resolution 25-09, Resolution of the 

Board Authorizing the Refund of a Bid Fee Payment. Board Member Quinn 

seconded the motion. 

Board Member Silvestrini said following discussion in closed session, it was stated that 

the board supports refunding a specific bid fee due to unique circumstances. The bidder 

in question informed the agency early on that due to changes in the evaluation criteria, 

their bid would no longer be applicable and should not be evaluated. Since the original 

purpose of the fee was to cover evaluation costs, and no such evaluation took place, a 

refund is considered appropriate. It was emphasized that no other bidders have made 

similar requests and that the agency’s consultant has incurred evaluation expenses for all 

other bids. Therefore, this refund is viewed as a one-time exception and not a precedent 

for future cases. He expressed support for the motion on that basis. 

Chair Dugan asked for the vote. All Board Members voted yes. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

2.8 Board Member Comments 

Board Member Gettel reported that Erin Summers would no longer serve an alternate for 

Midvale and recognized her efforts to the Board. Board Member Quinton acknowledged 

the Millcreek Finance Department for their work with the Board’s finances.  
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3. Adjournment

Board Member Gettel moved to adjourn the meeting. Board Member Quinn

seconded the motion. Chair Dugan called for the vote. All Board Members voted

yes. The meeting adjourned at 1:58 p.m.

APPROVED: ______________________________ Date 

Dan Dugan, Chair 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________ 

Emily Quinton, Secretary 

9/11/25


