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Hyde Park City Council
113 East Center Street
Hyde Park, Utah

August 27, 2025


The Hyde Park City Council meeting began at 7:00 and was conducted by Mayor Cox.            

City Officials Present Live & Electronic: Mayor Bryan Cox, Council members; David Fowles, Tiffany Atkinson, and Kirk Brower, City Recorder; Donja Wright and City administrator; Marcus Allton.  Council member Allred and Osborne were excused. 

Others Present: Sherri Nate, Kathy & Dave Taylor, Court & Charlene Williams, Shannon Rhodes, John Mickelson, Harri Latvoski

Thought / Prayer: Council member Brower

Pledge of Allegiance: Council member Brower 

Adoption of Agenda: Council member Fowles made a motion to approve the agenda as amended for August 27, 2025. Council member Atkinson seconded the motion.  Council members Fowles, Atkinson, and Brower voted in favor.  The motion carried 3/0.

[bookmark: _Hlk174601778]Minutes: Council member Brower made a motion to approve the minutes from August 13, 2025, as presented. Council member Fowles seconded the motion.  Council members Fowles, Atkinson, and Brower voted in favor.  The motion carried 3/0.

Citizen Input:   No Input.

Mayor/Staff Reports:  
1. Upcoming Sunrise Meeting: On September 16, they will be reviewing a draft presentation at the Sunrise office during their weekly meeting. Mayor Cox mentioned they needed to make the presentation clear and concise regarding the Wolf Pack Way project. He explained they originally had two phases on the request but would focus on one phase (approximately $5.5 million) and leave the second phase for future consideration.
2. Memorial Service: The mayor reminded everyone about the memorial service at USU the following day for Eric Estrada, who had previously served with the North Park Police Department.
3. Water Line Project Update: Mayor Cox provided an update on the ongoing waterline project, which had been temporarily halted near the front of the building due to drilling under the canal. The project had progressed to approximately 500 East and was continuing toward the tank. Once completed, the project would include testing, new asphalt, and curb and gutter installation along the north side of the street.

City Administrator Marcus Allton reported that the storm water system audit was wrapping up. He noted that while there was significant work to be done, the state was pleased with the city's progress and the speed at which improvements were being made to policies and procedures.

Mayor Cox inquired about the schedule for pothole repairs, particularly on 575 East where residents had reported issues. Marcus agreed to add this to their repair list.

Action Items: 

Public Hearing to take citizen input on the proposed Tax increase to maintain the certified tax rate

Mayor Cox opened the public hearing and provided an explanation of the tax rate proposal. He clarified that the city was maintaining the same tax rate of 0.0011, but due to increased property values and new homes, this was considered a tax increase under state law. He explained that maintaining the same rate allowed the city to address growing infrastructure needs, state-mandated requirements, and inflation costs.

Mayor Cox noted that the city's property tax revenue was insufficient to cover public safety costs (police and fire departments) alone. He mentioned that the city was actively working to bring in commercial businesses, which are taxed at 100% of property value compared to residential properties at 55%, to help reduce the tax burden on residents.

Shannon Rhodes spoke first, expressing no issue with funding police services but concern about the combined tax impact when considering the Cache County School District's proposed increase. She questioned what the city was doing to bring in more revenue sources not dependent on residents' property taxes, particularly asking why Hyde Park lacks basic services like a grocery store.

Harri Latvakoski expressed concerns about the 10.5% tax rate increase, noting that most residents weren't receiving comparable raises in their income. He questioned why this substantial increase was necessary when property values were already increasing, which should generate more revenue for the city.

Mayor Cox closed the public hearing. 

Consider Resolution 2025-12, A Resolution adopting the certified tax rate of .0011.  
Council members shared their perspectives:
Council Member Dave Fowles supported maintaining the rate, noting that keeping pace with growth through small annual adjustments was better than being forced to make large increases later.
Council Member Kirk Brower acknowledged residents' concerns but emphasized the necessity of maintaining city infrastructure, particularly aging systems like underground pipes. He mentioned that while he didn't want to vote for an increase, he believed it was necessary to avoid declining services.
Council Member Tiffany Atkinson noted that maintaining the rate was necessary to meet community needs, such as snow removal. She expressed appreciation for the revised general plan that focused on bringing in commercial development to diversify tax sources.

Council member Brower made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-12, A resolution adopting the certified tax rate of .0011.  Council member Atkinson seconded the motion.  Council members Fowles, Atkinson, and Brower voted in favor.  The motion carried 3/0.


Consider Resolution 2025-13 a resolution adopting the Hyde Park City final budget.  
Mayor Cox introduced the final budget resolution, commending Donja for her work on the budget. He noted that under her management, the city had never overspent its budget and had made wise long-term financial decisions. The mayor mentioned ongoing efforts to procure property for another park in the northwest area of Hyde Park and their careful planning for major expenditures, such as the snowplow they had saved for over three years.
Council Member Dave Fowles asked if the budget was available on the city website, to which Donja confirmed the tentative budget was posted and would be replaced with the final budget.

Council Member Dave Fowles also acknowledged the significant community support through donations for events like fireworks and Hometown Days. 

Mayor Cox added that a donor was funding a new pavilion at Lower Lions Park similar to those in Middle and Upper Lions Parks.

Council member Arkinson made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-13 - a resolution adopting the Hyde Park City final budget.  Council member Brower seconded the motion.  Council members Fowles, Atkinson, and Brower voted in favor.  The motion carried 3/0.

Following the formal agenda items, council members shared additional updates:
1. Council Member Kirk Brower inquired about a deer that had been euthanized. Council Member Tiffany Atkinson explained it appeared to be sick, and samples had been sent for testing to determine if it had wasting disease.
2. Council Member Tiffany Atkinson reported on a meeting with Principal Crosby at Green Canyon High School regarding the roundabout. The school would like to take responsibility for maintaining and improving the roundabout, including landscaping, lighting, and possibly adding welding projects from students. They would coordinate with the city on water-wise plantings.
3. Council Member Dave Fowles reported on the speed trailer placed on 450 North near 400 East for 11 days, which recorded an average of 2,600 vehicles daily with 57% exceeding the speed limit. He noted that the flashing display effectively reduced speeding.
4. Council Member Dave Fowles also shared that the Parks and Trails survey had been completed, with results showing that Lee Park, Pavilion, and City Office Park rated lowest in all categories. The top priority for respondents was expanding walking trails, with significant interest in obtaining easements along the canal. He mentioned that residents indicated willingness to increase taxes somewhat for improved parks.
5. Mayor Cox noted that the city had received a $180,000 grant to install new structures at the City Office Park, with plans to tailor it for toddlers and smaller children, including a picnic area and new parking lots.

Adjourn: Council member Brower made a motion to adjourn.  Council member Fowles seconded the motion.  Council members Fowles, Atkinson, Osborne and Brower voted in favor.  The motion carried 3/0.


Meeting adjourned at 8:00

Minutes: Council member Brower made a motion to approve the minutes from August 27, 2025, as presented. Council member Fowles seconded the motion.  Council members Fowles, Allred. Atkinson, and Brower voted in favor.  The motion carried 4/0.


__________________________
Donja Wright
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