


































 
 
To the members of Springdale Town Council: 
 
It’s funny how the state of Utah gets frustrated with federal government overreach, then sometimes 
imposes things on Utah cities and towns which those towns and cities consider overreach, then 
those cities and towns do the same thing to their citizens.  One such situation is occurring now in 
Springdale.  I am concerned about you trying to tell the citizens of Springdale to whom they can rent 
ADU’s on their own property. 
It is also weird to me that you keep playing with the heights of buildings.  Either a height is 
appropriate to preserve the views or it’s not.  Buildings should be limited to that height whether or not 
we jump through your color palette hoops, or rent to those to whom you think we should rent, etc. If 
25’ (or whatever) is ok for a building of a color you choose, or rented to a person you choose, it’s ok 
for a building.  Period.  If it’s not, then it’s not.  Period.  Obviously the height of the land on which the 
building sits and other factors concerning view sheds could/should come into play but your opinion of 
what goes on inside that building should not. 
I watched a Planning Commission, now over 2 years ago, where a Commission member did not feel 
it appropriate to kind of go into someone’s home to tell them what kinds of lighting they could 
have.  Although the point wasn’t what kind of lighting they could have in their own home; it was what 
kind of lighting they could NOT have shining on someone else’s property.  That is actually the kind of 
thing for which Commission and Council should offer protection. It would be confusing to me, and 
illogical in the extreme, if that concern for overreach does not extend to your consideration of the 
potential ADU changes. 
There is nothing wrong with renting to people who work here.  That’s great.  But there is something 
very wrong about you forcing us to do so on our own property.  If appropriate density, view sheds, 
etc. are maintained when renting to Springdale’s workforce, then it’s appropriate to rent. 
I also think if  you allowed them to be rented then you wouldn’t have to make an exception to allow 
family members to live there. They could just rent to them for $1 a year or whatever.   Again, if the 
neighbors are protected because of appropriate density, view sheds, etc., when it’s the homeowners 
relatives, then it should be ok to rent longterm to anyone.  It really feels like you’re twisting logic and 
people’s rights to get a result you think is more important.  I am simply expressing my strong 
conviction, born out by much legislation, including the constitution, that your desire for workforce 
housing does not trump homeowners’ rights. 
Thank you for your time and consideration 
 
Regards,  
Carol Thayer, a concerned Springdale citizen of many years. 



Thank you, Tom, for being careful and thoughtful about this new ordinance. I 100% agree with 

you. Let’s stop with the restrictions!!!! Property rights are being diminished each time a 

restriction is passed and as a result, personal property values are going down. This is another 

attempt to strip property owners of value in an effort to solve the problem. I’ve witnessed too 

much of this with the restrictions on both residential and commercial properties. Owners of 

commercial property especially, have seen their property values severely slashed in the past few 

years and the practice goes against the long held Real Estate expectation of “the longer you 

hold, the more valuable the property becomes.” In Springdale, the owners who have held onto 

their property have lost hundreds of thousands and in some cases millions of dollars in value. 

Thank you! 

Kristi 

 



To the Town Council and Residents of Springdale: 

I am writing to share my concerns about the proposed changes 

to Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) in our town, particularly 

the work requirement and height limit. 

Upon reviewing the summary, two thoughts immediately came 

to mind: Why are these changes being proposed at all? and 

How will they impact our housing supply?  

The rationale behind this is unclear. While the Town chose not 

to adopt the proposal to permit external ADUs in the FR zone, it 

appears we are instead aiming to further restrict them in the VR 

zone. Why? Is there a currently a problem? I understand there 

has been discussion about restricting guesthouses and other 

accessory structures, which was deemed a separate and complex 

issue. However, it seems we have gotten off track, as these 

changes appear focused on further regulating ADUs specifically 

and will ultimately discourage long-term rentals in our 

community. 

Is the primary goal to increase access to long-term housing for 

all residents? The staff summary references the general plan’s 

goal of “expanded use of ADUs” with and for “a diverse 

population.”  

Are we focusing on workforce housing in a way that limits 

access for non-workforce? So, someone who is retired on a fixed 

income is not welcome to rent my ADU? Can the Town even do 

that? Seems like shaky ground legally and feels exclusionary. 

Either way, I fear these proposals may hinder our overall 

housing supply rather than enhance it. 



As a current ADU owner—one of only seven in Springdale (I 

think)—I can share my experience. My current tenants are local 

workers who should fit any workforce requirements you might 

impose. They have been wonderful tenants, and I am willing to 

navigate bureaucratic obstacles to keep them. However, should 

they move out, when they move out, I may reconsider renting 

altogether if new regulations mandate a work requirement for 

my ADU license renewal. For the income generated, it’s already 

a lot to paint, clean, etc., every time someone leaves. Tenant 

turn-over is very common here and will continue to be in this 

environment. A work requirement can only lead to higher 

vacancy rates with more bureaucracy, ultimately reducing the 

motivation to have long-term rentals in Springdale. Furthermore, 

my ADU far exceeds the proposed height restriction, which 

complicates compliance if the license were to expire. 

Another example is of a family member who owns a home with 

a two-car attached garage, meeting parking requirements, and 

hopes to convert a detached garage into an ADU or guesthouse 

in the future. However, this proposal would render that detached 

structure ineligible as an ADU because of height. And 

unfortunately, current guidelines say it is too close to the 

attached garage anyway. This shows that fewer restrictions, not 

more, are needed to convert existing structures and guesthouses 

into long-term rentals. 

In my opinion, Springdale’s rental rates are not the primary 

issue for workforce housing; rather, it is the limited supply. 

Increasing the availability of rentals often leads to lower rates. 

Many individual landlords are inclined to offer very competitive 

rates, unlike larger institutions. And ADUs represent a valuable 



opportunity to enhance our rental supply but are at risk of 

becoming over-regulated. 

Before deciding, please take a moment to ask yourself and 

colleagues a few questions: 

An ADU is basically a rentable guesthouse on a property where 

the owner lives. Is the Town really going to tell homeowners 

who they can and cannot rent to on their own property? 

If a height limit is appropriate for a home or guesthouse or 

garage or bathhouse or whatever else is allowed, then why not 

an ADU? 

Are these proposals likely to improve access to workforce 

housing, or will they just hinder all long-term housing efforts? 

Thank you for reading, 

-Noel Benson 



Town Council, 

As you may know, I have been a proponent of various methods in which to achieve additional 

workforce housing in Town.  At the present time, we are working on the development of owner-

occupied single-family workforce housing in Redhawk.  This project will add 5 new units to the 

subdivision; where I live.  Once these 5 units are completed and occupied our Redhawk 

subdivision will contain a mix of about 50% market rate and 50% affordable homes.  Also, 

nearby, we have plans to build up to 10 affordable apartments at Trapper Circle (near 

Moenave).  These units will be designed to blend into the nearby community.   

 

Both of these projects will provide much needed housing for families working in Town.  Both of 

these projects have the support and backing of nearby residents. 

   

On the Town Council agenda (8/13/25) is a Public Hearing to modify the regulations for 

Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU).  While I agree with most of the contemplated changes, I'm 

concerned with the draft language (10-22-9 E-2-F) to require workforce occupancy within these 

external ADUs.  A change to require workforce occupancy in these units will result in yet 

another restriction on property rights.  In my opinion, a land use restriction like this should not 

be implemented without further input: (Housing Committee, Planning Commission, property 

owners, etc) and more serious discussion.  The Town should rely on established processes to vet 

any change as drastic as what can only be considered a 'taking' by Springdale property owners. 

 

As a Town, we should carefully evaluate the pros and cons of land use restrictions before 

bringing a change such as this to Public Hearing.  Let's not implement another restriction on 

property rights without first following standard processes.  We need to evaluate this change 

carefully before we are left dealing with what could end up causing serious long-term 

unintended consequences. 

 

Thank You, 

Tom Kenaston   

 



 

2024 RainHarvest Program 
We are excited to announce that Murray is partnering 

with @utahriverscouncil for the 2024 RainHarvest program! Murray residents can now 
purchase an American made, 100% recycled, rain barrel made by @rainwatersolutions 
for the heavily discounted price of $55. There is a limited number of these subsidized 
barrels so place your order today!  
Rain barrels can also be purchased for the price of $83 if you are not a Murray resident 
or after the subsidized barrels run out.  
Rain barrels are an easy way to affordably conserve water and improve water quality.  
To purchase a rain barrel, visit the link http://www.rainbarrelprogram.org/urc 
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12 Municipalities Offering 1753 Discounted 
Rain Barrels to Utahns to Save Water 

 

Municipalities Offering $55 Rain Barrels to Local Residents to Reduce Water 
Demand Across Four Great Salt Lake Counties in 2023 

 
The Utah Rivers Council and 12 municipal partners are proud to announce the highly anticipated return 
of our popular RainHarvest rain barrel program. As the Great Salt Lake has shrunk to its lowest water 
level on record, growing numbers of Utahns are working to conserve water. Today, a dozen 
municipalities are stepping up to meet the demand by incentivizing residents to purchase discounted 
rain barrels and collect rainwater at their homes.  
 
Residents of Millcreek, Salt Lake County, Cottonwood Heights, Murray, Sandy, Herriman, Lehi, Orem, 
Park City, North Ogden, Summit County and customers of Mountain Regional Water can purchase rain 
barrels for a greatly subsidized price of just $55, while supplies last. Residents can order discounted rain 
barrels at www.rainbarrelprogram.org/urc. 
 
To purchase discounted rain barrels, residents must go through a verification process to ensure they 
reside within a participating municipality. Rain barrels are available to all Utahns for just $83 outside of 
these municipal boundaries. Both prices are a big discount from the American-made rain barrel’s 
$139.99 retail price. Purchased rain barrels will be distributed to residents at four locations after the 
sale closes in late-April.   
 
“Even with the winter we’ve all just endured, water conservation is still of utmost importance to 
Murray City Water,” said Aron Frisk, the Water Superintendent for the Murray City Water Department. 
“It’s my belief that programs, like the RainHarvest program that promotes outdoor water 
conservation, should be practiced and promoted. That is why we are here.”  
 

Rain barrels are one of many tools Utahns can use to reduce water use. Almost 
8,000 barrels have been purchased through the Utah Rivers Council’s 
RainHarvest program over the last eight years. This means every time it rains 
enough to fill a 50-gallon barrel, 400,000 gallons of water can be saved from 
municipal water supplies.  
 
“Water conservation is a high priority for Herriman City, and we are excited 
to continue to join our residents in participating in the RainHarvest program 
once again,” said Justun Edwards, the Director of Public Works for Herriman 
City.  
 
Left: The Ivy Rain Barrel is American-made and available for $55 to residents 
of 12 municipalities after verification, while supplies last. 
 

 
Page 1 of 2 

http://www.rainbarrelprogram.org/urc


Page 2 of 2    
 

“Rain barrels have been popular with Millcreek residents since we began pioneering the discount 
program with Utah Rivers Council. They are a great way to save culinary water from being used to 
irrigate yards and gardens and they help us control storm water as well,” said Mayor Jeff Silvestrini of 
Millcreek. “I am proud that Millcreek residents have been so water-wise for years.  Although we have 
had a good snow season this year, we still live in the second driest state and face the continuing 
impacts of a multi-year drought. I encourage even more Millcreekers to join the rain barrel club and 
get your rain barrel this spring!”  
 
Capturing rainwater also improves water quality by preventing urban runoff from flowing over streets 
and gutters, washing pollutants into streams, and eventually into the Great Salt Lake. The 
environmentally friendly program uses the Ivy Rain barrel, made in the U.S. of 100% recycled plastic. 
 
Rain barrels give residents the opportunity to become stewards of water conservation through a hands-
on experience that past participants have said completely changed their perspective on water.  
 
“According to the US EPA, 30% of daily water is used outdoors. In the Snyderville Basin, that number 
is closer to 55%,” said Andy Garland, the General Manager of Mountain Regional Water. “Mountain 
Regional Water is pleased to continue our partnership with the Utah Rivers Council to offer residents 
the opportunity to affordably conserve water through rainwater collection by purchasing a heavily 
discounted rain collection barrel.” 
 
After the sale ends in late April, residents who purchased rain barrels can pick them up at a designated 
date and location where volunteers will be on site to teach participants about the importance of 
rainwater harvesting and other water conservation strategies. 
 
"In addition to saving water for our depleted lakes and rivers, this program is an exceptional tool for 
participants in diversifying their water saving strategies at their home,” said Matt Taylor, the Senior 
Planner for the City of Orem.  
 
“As a community that strongly supports sustainability, Cottonwood Heights is very excited to continue 
our participation in this program,” said Ian Harris, the Associate Planner for the City of Cottonwood 
Heights. “As smart water usage and water conservation become increasingly vital, we are encouraged 
by the high demand we have seen for this program from our residents in the past, and we look 
forward to watching it grow even further this year and beyond.” 
 
“Summit County serves as the headwaters for some of Northern Utah's most crucial watersheds ," 
Summit County Sustainability Analyst Zack Darby said. "We are excited to be part of this year’s rain 
barrel program because our county-wide sustainability goals go hand in hand with encouraging 
residents to be stewards of the important water resources around us." 
 
"North Ogden City is pleased to partner with the Utah Rivers Council on the rain barrel initiative,” said 
North Ogden Council Member Jay Dalpias. “This is an exciting way to help our residents save precious 
water resources!" 
 
“Installing rain barrels on downspouts that drain to driveways, alleys, and other areas that flow into 
storm drains, will help reduce the amount of runoff entering local streams,” said Bob Thompson, Salt 
Lake County Watershed Section Manager. “This protects water quality since storm drains flow directly 
into our streams and rivers! Less runoff also protects streams from the excessive erosion caused by 
‘flashy’ high flows during storms.” 
 
 
 



 
“Even in a huge water year, we’re very conscious of the ongoing drought in Utah. This water barrel 
program is one simple conservation step residents can take to harvest rainwater at their homes,” said 
Sandy Mayor Monica Zoltanski. “Every drop counts when it comes to preserving this precious resource 
in the Great Salt Lake watershed.” 
 
“We’ve saved millions of gallons of water through this program over the last eight years,” said Zach 
Frankel, Executive Director of the Utah Rivers Council. “These twelve municipalities are leading us on a 
path through this megadrought that all Utahns need to follow. We are grateful to them for their 
leadership,” said Frankel.  
 

 
 

For more information call 801-822-7990 
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