
































Why The Property Tax Increase is a  
Responsible Investment in Ivins’ future 

The City Council approved a property tax increase of $860,000 to ensure the city can 
continue providing quality services to residents. This is the first increase in the Ivins 
portion of property taxes in 15 years. For an average Ivins primary residence, valued at 
$743,247, this increase is roughly $10 a month. 

Why the Increase Is Necessary 

The county lowers property tax rates for cities automatically each year as property values 
increase, so residents’ tax bills remain about the same. So, while property values have 
risen since 2010, Ivins' property tax rate has steadily declined, from 0.199% in 2010 to 
0.0877% this year.  

That means the Ivins tax on a primary residence has fallen from $109 per $100,000 of 
assessed value in 2010 to $48 today. Even with the increase, the tax would be only $65 
per $100,000 of assessed value. 

In the past few years, Ivins avoided raising taxes by relying on one-time revenues: $1.35 
million in federal COVID relief, now gone, and $650,000 in interest on developer bonds 
that is disappearing since state law now requires interest on new bonds to be returned to 
the developer. 

At the same time, we invested in key service improvements, like converting both fire 
stations from mostly volunteers to full-time 24/7 professional staffing, raising costs over 
$500,000 a year. This provides faster response times, enhancing public safety for 
residents. 

To fully cover operating expenses, reserves, and capital projects, we need an additional 
$1.35 million each year. However, after listening to residents and carefully trimming the 
budget, the Council approved a smaller increase of $860,000.  

This strikes a balance between fiscal responsibility and community concerns. While the 
capital projects fund is tight, this increase is a lean and responsible approach to 
maintaining the quality of services residents expect. 

Are We Spending Recklessly? 

We’ve spent months openly discussing and adjusting the budget in detail. But referendum 
organizers claim Ivins is overspending. Their numbers reflect one way of looking at a 
narrow slice of time and don’t account for service improvements residents now rely on. 
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The issue isn’t how the past is measured, it’s how we fund the services our community 
needs today and tomorrow. 

What Happens if the Increase Is Overturned? 

If the referendum overturns this increase, we will face difficult trade-offs: stretching or 
reducing service levels, delaying capital projects, and potentially drawing down our 
‘rainy-day’ fund, leaving us less prepared for future emergencies or economic downturns. 

Conclusion 

Our revenues don’t cover expenses and haven’t for several years. Ignoring this doesn’t 
solve the problem; it only makes it larger and more difficult to address.  

The City Council approved this increase because it is the most responsible way to carry 
out the priorities identified in the General Plan, ensure Ivins can continue to provide the 
services residents rely on, and responsibly prepare for future needs, rather than leaving a 
future generation to pick up the tab for what we put off. 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Fiscal and Legal Impact Statement 
Pursuant to Utah Code § 20A-7-602.5 
1. Total Estimated Fiscal Impact of Repealing the Law 
Estimated Fiscal Impact: $860,000 
This represents the total reduction in property taxes the City wouldn’t receive if the law is 
repealed. 
2. Estimated Tax Impact 
Type of Tax Affected: Property Tax 
Estimated Decrease: 
  - Property Tax: $860,000 
3. Impact on Public Debt 
Estimated Change in Public Debt: $0 
4. Sources of Funding 

Source of Funding Percentage of Total 
General Fund Savings 100% 

5. Estimated Costs or Savings to Government Entities 
Washington County estimates a range of $5,000-$20,000 of potential printing costs and staff 
costs in association with this referendum. 
6. Legal Impacts 
(A) Vested Property Rights: Not applicable 
(B) Other Laws or Ordinances: Not applicable 
(C) Legal Liability: Not applicable 
(D) Other Legal Impacts: Not applicable 
7. Concise Summary  
Repealing the law will reduce Ivins City’s property tax revenue by $860,000, with no impact on 
public debt for the current fiscal year. However, if estimated commercial revenue does not 
materialize, future capital funding needs may be affected by delaying projects or issuing debt to 
complete them. The decrease affects only property taxes and will be offset entirely by general 
fund savings. Washington County estimates a range of costs to be incurred between $5,000-
$20,000. Legal review found no significant impacts on vested property rights, other laws, or 
potential liabilities.  
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