Great Salt Lake Advisory Council Meeting – July 9th, 2025
Location:  Eccles Wildlife Education Center
(Video Recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bY1L3hllDRs)

Great Salt Lake Advisory Council Members present
Tim Hawkes, Chair				Brine Shrimp Cooperative 
Leyland Meyers					POTWs
Tom Ward					Municipalities (Sandy City)
Jeff Richards					Migratory Bird Protection
Lee Perry					Box Elder County
John Crofts					Davis County
Joe Havasi					Mineral Extraction
Great Salt Lake Advisory Council Staff present
Angela Gong					DNR, Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands
Jim Harris					DEQ, Division of Water Quality

Others present
Adam Wickline					Audubon
Amy Wicks					Utah Rivers Council
Ben Abbott					BYU
Carla Trentelman					
Christine Rumsey				USGS
Craig Miller					Division of Water Resources
Darren Hess					Weber Basin WCD
David O'Leary					USGS
Deeda Seed					Center for Biological Diversity
Eric McCulley					MWCS
Georgie Corkery				GSL Institute/GSL Audubon
Heather Dove					SLC Audubon
Heidi Hoven					Audubon
Jack Ray					Utah Waterfowl Association
Jaron Andrews					US Fish and Wildlife Service
Jeff DenBleyker					Jacobs Engineering
Jesse Stewart					SLC Public Utilities
Jessica Wade					US Bureau of Land Management
Leila Ahmadi					Division of Water Resources
Marcelle Schoop				National Audubon Society
Lynn DeFreitas					Friends of GSL
Maria Moncur					Northwestern Band Shoshone Nation
Marisa Weinberg				GSL Sentinel Landscape
Monica Hoyt					Carollo Engineers
Rob Dubuc					Friends of Great Salt Lake
Steve Erickson					Great Basin Water Network
Trip Armstrong					GSL Trust
Tyler Smith					GSL Sentinel Landscape
Wayne Wurtsbaugh				Utah State University
Amos Frye					
Carmen Valdez					
Holly Lopez					
Jake Alexander					Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands
Penelope Fine					
Nate Nichols					HDR, Inc
Jan Brock					League of Women Voters
Jeanine Kuhn-Coker				League of Women Voters
Mona Smith					Utah Inland Port Authority
Allison Barton					GSLA Conservation
Melissa Masbruch				USGS




Notes

Welcome and Introductions (00:00:20)
Tim Hawkes, Chair, opened the meeting with introductions.  

Approval of Agenda and Meeting Notes (00:4:30)
Agenda and Notes Approved.

Update from the Office of the Great Salt Lake Commissioner (00:6:00)
Hannah Freeze introduced herself as the recently appointed Deputy Commissioner. She highlighted a number of programs including the GSL Water Delivery Program with $50M in funding for voluntary water transaction, system conservation and habitat and outlined the funding requirements and criteria. In addition she discussed Commissioner’s Office activities such as the Strategic Plan “check in” of the goals and status of the plan, recent water leasing agreements, involvement in the GSL Basin Integrated Plan and enhancing the representation of the agricultural community on the Council.

Environmental Mitigation Efforts of the Inland Port (00:51:00) 
Mona Smith, Environmental & Sustainability Director, Utah Inland Port Authority, introduced the Port’s environmental initiatives including their wetland policy, West Weber wetland strategy and the goals of their EPA Clean Ports Program Award of $110M.


Update on projects for FY2026 (01:19:15)
Angela Gong, FFSL, discussed the allocation of $125,000 in GSLAC funding for FY 2026 and the timeline for implementation of the projects.  Proposed projects which have RFP developed include an update to the 2019 Consequences of Drying Lakes around the World ($35K) and highlighting successful conservation projects with a video and glossy ($50K). The project to explore options for updating the GSL webpages ($10K) is on hold pending additional planning. She also provided an update on two FY2025 projects including one with SWCA to work with a number of agencies and compile existing toolboxes for M&I water conservation and produce a report and video presentation and the update to the 2019 study on economic cost of declining lake levels in GSL.


Public Comments (01:28:50)
Deeda Seed stressed the importance of groundwater impacts with regard to the inland port citing overallocation of groundwater and loss of wetlands in Tooele County and Eagle Mountain and ultimately the negative impacts to GSL. Steve Erickson, echoed the concern of groundwater impacts and highlighted an upcoming study of water levels in Tooele Valley.  David O’Leary, USGS, announced the upcoming (Fall 2026) completing of their GSL groundwater model.


Other Member Discussion, Recommendations & Actions (01:46:30)
Brad Parry, Northwest Band of the Shoshone Nation, announced and upcoming lunch and learn on August 27th 10 AM to share information on their projects and grant funding.  Blake Bingham provided written comment announcing their public meeting to discuss the GSL Distribution Management Plan, July 31st at 6PM at the DNR Auditorium.

Adjourn (01:37:15)

2024-25 Meeting Schedule 
Next meetings: Wednesday, September 10th
