





[bookmark: _Hlk34215073]Laketown Town Council
Meeting Minutes
August 13, 2025
Laketown City Office
10 North 200 East Laketown, Utah

1. Call to Order
The Laketown Town Council held their regularly scheduled meeting on Wednesday, August 13, 2025. This meeting was held at the Laketown City Office Building, located at 10 North 200 East, Laketown, Utah.  Mayor Burdette Weston welcomed those in attendance and called the meeting to order at 6:07 PM.

Town Council Present:


[bookmark: _Hlk114476074][bookmark: _Hlk114476075][image: ]        Page | 5
Mayor Burdette W. Weston
Town Council Members:
Thad Willis
Delora Wight
Brandon Willis
Kris Hodges
Town of Laketown
PO Box 118
Laketown, Utah 84038
(435) 946.9000
Clerk@laketownutah.com





LAKETOWN TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES ~ LAKETOWN, UTAH ~ 13 August 2025 - APPROVED


Mayor Burdette Weston
Council Member Kris Hodges
Council Member Delora Wight
Council Member Denise Johnson


Council Member Brandon Willis (excused)

Others Present:
Duane Robinson/ P&Z Chairman
Jordan Gomez/Activity Committee Chairman

2. Opening Ceremony
Council Member Hodges conducted the opening ceremony and Council Member Wight led the pledge of allegiance

3.  Roll Call

Burdette Weston
Denise Johnson
Kris Hodges
Delora Wight
Lisa Johnson


4. Approval of Agenda
Mayor Weston asked for motion to approve the agenda. Council Member Hodges made the motion and was seconded by Council Member Wight. The motion carried unanimously.

5. Approval of Minutes from July 2, 2025, Town Council Meeting and July 21, 2025, Work Meeting
Mayor Weston asked for a motion to approve the July 2, 2025, Town Council Meeting minutes and the July 21, 2025, Work Meeting minutes. Council Member Wight made the motion and was seconded by Council Member Johnson. The motion carried unanimously.








6. Budget Review
Lisa asked if the Council would like to move a portion of the water checking account funds to the PTIF savings account for a better interest rate return.
Mayor Weston asked for a motion to move $200,000 from the water checking account to the water PTIF fund. Council Member Wight made the motion and was seconded by Council Member Hodges. The motion passed unanimously.
Lisa will keep an eye on the water checking account, if the balance drops low, she will let the mayor know funds need to be transferred
Council Member Wight asked what the $300 in special permit income was: this is the fee Craig Price paid to have the P&Z hold a special meeting for his house remodel permit.
Park equipment funding was discussed
It was noted that the budget report doesn’t completely reflect all the Rodeo expenses and ticket sales. The clerk is still working on entering all this information
No further questions

7. Approval of Bills
July bills & payments were passed around for the Council’s review and initials
Mayor Weston asked for motion to approve the July bills. Council Member Wight made the motion and was seconded by Council Member Hodges. The motion carried unanimously
.
8. Activity committee - Jordan Gomez
Mayor Weston thanked everyone for their contribution to making the 2025 Rodeo a great success, including Jordan and the Activity Committee, Rachel Wamsley with the Queen’s, and he thought this year’s Queen represented the Raspberry Days Rodeo very well and Jasmin did a great job singing the national atheneum both nights.
Jordan had a military family point out to her that we had the American Flag above the announcers stand hung backwards. Mayor will make a point to hang it correctly next year. Apparently, the blue with stars should hang on the left side of the flag when you are looking at it, not the right like we had it.
Jordan also reported that she had a lady report to her that she was concerned about a small lip that could be a tripping hazard in the new bleachers. Jordan did her best to address the issue by marking the area with duct tape, which was all she could find at the time.
Jordan reported the concession stands sales were a great success. She figures they earned over $5700 more this year as compared to last year. Even though she ordered the same amount of food as last year, she ran out of items on Friday night and had to order more for Saturday night and make a quick trip to Logan for more supplies.
End of Summer Bash and rodeo grounds cleanup went well, even though there was a low attendance.
Jordan and Lisa will work together on hosting a meet the candidate night sometime in September or October. Location to be determined. Light refreshments will be served.
Next town party will be Halloween.
CM Johnson reported on the playground equipment. Park grand reopening celebration will possibly be last of August or first of September. The Activity Committee has left over pop and water that could be used at the celebration. Playground equipment has arrived. Waiting to hear when it will be 







installed. CM Johnson will begin organizing the tearing down of the old equipment next weekend. She will put up signs that the playground is temporarily closed, while under construction.

9. Updates from the Clerk’s Office
Office will be closed September 1 & 2, 2025
Lisa will be posting the September TC meeting Agenda at the end of August.
The town office will be open September 3 & 4, 2025.
The town council agreed to reschedule the October 1, 2025, meeting to October 8, 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk206575219]Action Item: Lisa - to post notice of rescheduled October TC meeting
Lisa is continuing working on the dot gov transition
New computer is up and running.
Tueschers will be here on August 20, to work on Audit
Election- Deadline to sign up as write in is August 29. 
Action Item: Lisa will post a note on the door for any candidate wishing to sign up as a write-in can call her to meet at the office, during non-business hours. She will do her best to be available for any candidate. CM Hodges will serve as the backup person for Lisa.
Lisa asked for clarification on what she should pay Courtney Robinson for handling the softball league: same as last year
The town would like to Thank Robyn Esterholdt for the upkeep around the rodeo sign. She does an excellent job.

10. Action Items from Previous meeting 
(Lisa)Update on status of the letter mailed to current building permits on the 180-day commencement of construction
No documentation has been returned by the Postal Service to show the letter was received by Safe Harbor Storage. Lisa reported she had requested with the postal service to return the mail as undeliverable, but it has not been returned. The Council suggested Lisa should send a 2nd Notice.
Action Item: (Lisa) send 2nd notification to Safe Harbor Storage:
Action Item: (CM Willis) check with city attorney on how we should handle notifying Safe Harbor Storage
(Lisa)add rodeo bleachers to insurance
Working on adding bleachers to insurance policy, insurance company has requested further information
(Lisa) Tyler and Ruby Hunter building permit for 151 S 100 W - letter from Hatfields assigned the pre prepaid water hook up to the Hunter’s
Lisa has been in contact with Tyler he said he would get a letter to the town office within the next 2 weeks
(Lisa) Kaylen & Loany Larson building permit - official address of building lot, letter from Rick Larson assigning them his prepaid water hook up and sign clearance form
Lisa reported she had contacted Loany twice over the past month. Loany says she will come into the town office with the needed information and documents
(Lisa) adjust Steve Meyers bill to reflect one-time overage adjustment
This has been completed, and Mr. Meyers has paid his water bill in full.







The town council meeting rolled into the second section with no break.
The second section began at 7:17 PM.

11. Mayor opened the meeting for Questions and comments: (3 minutes)
No one appeared

12. Planning and Zoning Commission - Chairman Duane Robinson
Duane asked about public hearing on the Ordinance concerning the building permit process.
Town Council is still reviewing the ordinance. The plan is to hold a public meeting on this ordinance next month.
Discussion on a resident who wants to build a barn dominium and later convert it to a work building after construction a home on the same lot, which conflicts with rules against having two primary buildings on one property.
Discussion on an evaluator who visited to assess the feasibility of building a hotel, with discussions about extending water lines to accommodate future development
Duane ended his presentation with a quote from a former Moab resident who warns against towns “selling their soul to tourism,” citing it as a mistake that rural communities often make when they become busy destinations.

13.	Items of Business
a. Lisa - Banner donation to Rich High School and Middle School
The council approved continuing to donate $250 to the schools for Advertisement banners in the gymnasiums.
b. Lisa - 4H Junior Livestock Boost
The council discussed the pros and cons of setting precedents and fairness in supporting individual community members. The council decided at this time they would not participate in the boosting program.
c. Lisa - Invoice Cemetery & Fire District for their share of insurance
The council reviewed insurance cost and allocations between the town, fire district and cemetery, with the town clerk explaining the percentage breakdown for property, liability, auto and workers’ compensation insurance. Council agreed to send out invoices to these districts for their share of insurance cost as presented by Lisa.
d. Lisa - P&Z special meeting fee for Craig Price remodel building permit
Lisa asked Town Council for clarification on how much pay each of the P&Z members should be paid for the special permit meeting that was held for the Craig Prince remodel. Mayor confirmed that each member who attended should be paid $50 each. Duane will let Lisa know who all attended.
e. Rich County TRT/RT Grant Application (Due Sept 15, 2025)
The council discusses the need to prepare a TRT grant application by September 15th, focusing on upgrading park restroom and pavilion. They decide to request sealed bids from contractors for improvements including making restrooms handicap accessible, removing problematic urinals, and making bathrooms unisex.
Sealed bids will be mailed or turned into the city office







Action Item: CM Johnson and CM Hodges will take the lead on this grant application and bids and find out from Brian what additional items may need to be updated or repaired at the park 
Action Item: (Lisa) follow up with County regarding TRT money collection from rentals
f. discussion on drilling wells within its limits
The council discusses the possibility of restricting well drilling within city limits. Noting that other towns have restrictions on drilling wells within town limits to prevent additional drawing on their aquifer and to ensure residents connect to city water.
Action Items: (Brandon) follow up with town attorney on whether this is a land issue or not and what towns next steps should be.
g. discussion on Noise Ordinance within city limits
The Council discussed the Towns noise ordinance, council members agreed there was in the code before the transition to civiclinQ. It was determined that if there is a noise ordinance issue, the sheriff’s department should be contacted for enforcement.
Action Item: (Lisa) check with Kendell on noise ordinance and where it is located in city code
Action Item: (Lisa) next water bill, include a copy of the noise ordinance.
h. discussion on Ordinance 2025-07 amending title 9 building, regulations
A public hearing to be scheduled during the 7:00/6:30 PM town council meeting session at the September Town Council meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk206575567]Action Item: (Lisa) schedule public hearing
I. discussion on Resolution 2025-07
It was determined no public hearing is needed for this resolution. Next month to approve 
Resolution if Ordinance 2025-07 passes
Action Item: (Lisa) put this Resolution on September Agenda
J. Town Right of Way continued discussion
Lisa: Jump drive
Council requested to table this topic discussion until the October meeting

14. Council Business
Water Updates - Delora Wight
McKay/Tom/Thad Willis lot - old red brick house water connection & bill
Council was brought up to speed on this issue. Basically, Thad took over McKay’s water bills. The lot with the old red brick house is now owned by Tom Willis, Thad would like bills mailed to him for this lot. This past winter/spring there was a water leak at this connection, and the water was turned off and remains off. Council determined that a letter should be sent to Tom explaining the connection needs to be changed to his name and paying fees. Otherwise, the connection stays off and a turn on fee will be charged when water is turned back on. Water bill remains under Thad’s name until changed.
Action Item: (Lisa) mail notice to Tom Willis
Action Item: (Delora) will reach out to Willis family on this matter and direction they would like to take
CM Wight will once more reach out to the DUP president to determine what they wish to do with their water hookup







Last Chance subdivision experienced a water tank issue that was resolved after a system reboot. Discussion on having a backup person besides Dan who monitors the tank level is needed.

Roads and Streets Updates - Brandon Willis
No Report

Park & Recreation Updates - Denise Johnson
Playground equipment has arrived and is being stored in Scott Johnson’s shed. They would like to start tearing down old equipment next weekend. So, the ground is ready for when installers arrive.
Discussion on this topic was held during the Activity Committee section

Rodeo & Arena Updates - Kris Hodges
Mayor read emails received concerning the Rodeo and the seating, noting some complaints about overcrowding despite clear online information about limited seating
Rodeo improvements suggested for next year: garbage cans located near where people exit the bleaches, have garbage cans emptied during the rodeo, improve parking options for contestants, fix & block the overhang where kids were jumping off hill side, install a light on edge of road where you drive up to arena and streamline program.
Council discussed potentially partnering with vendors to sell rodeo merchandise.

15. Mayors Report:
Bear Lake Regional Commission Report
Mayor reported the Bear Lake Regional Commission activities, including a septic study and website analytics showing significant increases in visitors to the Bear Lake Website

Town Updates
No further updates

16. Executive Session (if needed)
None needed

17. Adjourn
Mayor Weston asked for a motion to adjourn. Council Member Hodges made the motion and seconded it by Council Member Johnson. Motion carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM
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