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R277.  Education, Administration. 1 

R277-125.  One Time Capital Appropriations for Small School Districts[ Capital 2 

Projects]. 3 

R277-125-1.  Authority and Purpose. 4 

 (1)  This rule is authorized by: 5 

 (a)  Utah Constitution Article X, Section 3, which vests general control and 6 

supervision over public education in the Board; 7 

 (b)  Subsection 53E-3-401(4), which allows the Board to make rules to execute 8 

the Board's duties and responsibilities under the Utah Constitution and state law; [and] 9 

 (c)  Section 53F-10-102, which requires the Board to make rules to establish a 10 

process for school districts to submit proposals for funding for capital development 11 

projects under Title 53F, Chapter 10, State Funding - Capital Projects[.]; 12 

 (d)  Subsection 53F-10-303(3), which requires the Board to make rules for 13 

distribution of the Rural School Sports Facilities Grant. 14 

 (2)  The purpose of this rule is to establish a process for school districts to submit 15 

proposals for funding for capital development projects, including: 16 

 (a)  [the Capital Projects Evaluation Panel's ]review, prioritization, and 17 

recommendations to the Board; 18 

 (b)  the Board's consideration and approval, if applicable, of proposed capital 19 

development projects; and 20 

 (c)  management of Capital Projects Evaluation Panel processes and 21 

administration. 22 

 (3)  This rule is categorized as Category 3 as described in Rule R277-111. 23 

 24 

R277-125-2.  Definitions. 25 

 (1)  "Capital development project" or "project" means the same as that term is 26 

defined in Section 53F-10-101. 27 

 (2)  "Capital Projects Evaluation Panel" or "panel" means the same as that term 28 

is defined in Section 53F-10-101. 29 
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 (3)  “Eligible school,” for purposes of Section R277-125-6,means the same as the 30 

term is defined in Subsection 53F-10-303(1). 31 

 [(3)](4)  "Eligible school district," for purposes of Sections R277-125-3 and R277-32 

125-4, means the same as that term is defined in Section 53F-10-101. 33 

 34 

R277-125-3.  Superintendent Duties and Support for Capital Development 35 

Proposal Process. 36 

 (1)(a)  The Superintendent shall prepare an application for an eligible school 37 

district to submit a proposal to the Capital Projects Evaluation Panel for funding for a 38 

capital development project. 39 

 (b)  The application described in Subsection (2)(a) shall include a requirement for 40 

an eligible school district to provide at least the following information as part of the 41 

eligible school district's proposal: 42 

 (i)  a cost analysis and estimate for the project; 43 

 (ii)  a proposed timeline for the project; 44 

 (iii)  if applicable, the source of the eligible school district's matching funds; 45 

 (iv)  the LEA's capital local levy imposed for the most recent fiscal year; and 46 

 (v)  narrative describing how the project will meet the eligible school district's 47 

capital needs. 48 

 (2)  As described in Section 53F-10-201, the Superintendent and staff shall 49 

participate on the panel and provide staff support. 50 

 (3)  The Superintendent shall provide the panel's recommendations for any 51 

project described in Subsection R277-125-4(3)(b) that is $2 million or more to the Board 52 

by January 10 each year for the Board's evaluation and approval. 53 

 (4)  For a project described in Subsection R277-125-4(3)(b) that is less than $2 54 

million, the Superintendent shall: 55 

 (a)  evaluate the panel's recommendations described in Subsection R277-125-56 

4(3)(b); 57 
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 (b)  approve and notify an eligible school district of an approved capital 58 

development project; and 59 

 (c)  provide a report to the Board of the Superintendent's approvals described in 60 

Subsection (4)(b). 61 

 (5)  Subject to the amounts described in Section 53F-10-301 and approval by the 62 

Board if applicable, the Superintendent shall distribute funds to an eligible school district 63 

with an approved project by March 1. 64 

 65 

R277-125-4.  Eligible School District Application Requirements -- Panel Review 66 

and Consideration of Project Proposals. 67 

 (1)  On or before November 1 each year, an eligible school district may submit a 68 

capital development project proposal to the Superintendent using the application 69 

described in Subsection R277-124-3(1) for the Capital Projects Evaluation Panel's 70 

consideration. 71 

 (2)  To perform the duties described in Section 53F-10-202, the panel shall meet 72 

quarterly or as needed. 73 

 (3)  The panel shall: 74 

 (a)  use the criteria described in Subsection 53F-10-202(1) to evaluate and 75 

prioritize capital development project proposals; and 76 

 (b)  provide recommendations for proposals that the panel recommends be 77 

approved to the Superintendent by December 15. 78 

 (4)  The panel may recommend funds be distributed to an eligible school district 79 

for a loan in lieu of a distribution of capital funding for a project as described in Section 80 

53F-10-302. 81 

 82 

R277-125-5.  Eligible School District Use of Public Capital and Technology Funds. 83 

 (1)  An eligible school district shall use funds distributed under Section 53F-7-202 84 

and this rule by June 30, 2025. 85 
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 (2)  An LEA shall return any funds distributed under Section 53F-7-202 and this 86 

rule on or before October 1, 2025 if the eligible school district does not expend those 87 

funds by June 30, 2025. 88 

 89 

R277-125-3.  Rural School Athletic Grant. 90 

 (1)(a)  The Superintendent shall prepare an application for an eligible school to 91 

submit a proposal for the Rural School Sports Facilities Grant Program established in 92 

Section 53F-10-303. 93 

 (b)  The application described in Subsection (1)(a) shall include a requirement for 94 

an eligible school to provide at least the following information as part of the eligible 95 

school’s proposal: 96 

 (i)  a cost analysis and estimate for the project; 97 

 (ii)  a proposed timeline for the project;  98 

 (iii)  a narrative describing how the project will meet the eligible school’s athletic 99 

needs; 100 

 (iv)  the estimated annual maintenance costs for the project; 101 

 (v)  the estimated time for life cycle replacement of the project; and 102 

 (vi)  the anticipated annual revenue resulting from the project. 103 

 (2)  An eligible school shall submit an application by November 1. 104 

 (3) The Superintendent shall review applications consistent with the priorities 105 

established in Subsection 53F-10-303(3)(b). 106 

 (4) The Superintendent shall notify an eligible school of awards made by January 107 

31. 108 

 (5)  The Superintendent shall distribute funds under this section by February 28. 109 

 110 
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