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USU Board of Trustees Regular Meeting

Friday, August 22, 2025, at 8:30 AM to 12:15 PM MDT

University Inn (5th Floor): Sonne Board Room [business dress] or via Zoom: https://usu.zoom.us/j/83920901817?pwd=Iybrr2v3sufajGWmukr24aRZ68ntjH.1
Attendance
Trustees: 

Tessa White, Chair

Gina Gagon, Vice Chair

Kent Alder

Ryan Dent

John Ferry

David Huntsman

Kacie Malouf

David Petersen (virtual)

Jacey Skinner

Brandon Sorensen

Clark Whitworth

USU Representatives: 

Tiffany Allison 

Lisa Berreau (virtual)

Janalyn Brown

Doug Bullock

Stephen Campbell

Dave Cowley

Kerri Davidson (virtual) 

Julie Duersch (virtual)

Crystal Giordano (virtual)

Todd Griffeth (virtual)

Devin Hansen (virtual)

Janna Hawkins

Michael Hoopes (virtual)

Fran Hopkins (virtual)

Haley Klaassen

Nicole Laroque

Mica McKinney

John O’Neil

Bill Plate

Al Smith, President
MaKenzie Stock

Matt White

Ken White

Craig Whyte (virtual)

Kris Winters

Other Attendees: 

Brett Hugie

Luke Johnson

Heather Mason

Joseph Adams

Burke Nazer

Jaqualin Peterson


Agenda
1. Welcome and Call to Order
8:32 AM
Presenter: Chair Tessa White
Chair Tessa White called the meeting to order. 
2. Resolution of Appreciation and Commendation
8:35 AM
Presenter: Chair Tessa White
2.1. Trustee Heather Mason
Chair White read the attached commendation and recognized and thanked Trustee Heather Mason for the work she has done over the last two years. 
3. Oath of Office
8:38 AM
Presenter: Notary Tiffany Allison
3.1. Ryan Dent
Notary Tiffany Allison administered the oath of office to new Alumni President and Trustee, Ryan Dent. The attached form was signed by Trustee Dent and stamped by Notary Tiffany Allison at 8:40 AM. It will be filed with the Utah State Archives and the Utah System of Higher Education. 
4. Closed Session
8:42 AM
Motion:

Vice Chair Gina Gagon moved that in accordance with 2-4-205 of the Utah Code that the Trustees go into a closed Executive Session for the sole purpose of discussing the character, professional competence, physical or mental health of individuals, pending or reasonably imminent litigation, and the possible sale of real property.  
Motion was seconded by Trustee David Huntsman. Roll call vote was initiated by Janalyn Brown. Voting was unanimous in the affirmative and the meeting moved to a closed session which commenced at 8:42 AM and concluded at 11:34 AM.  Vice Chair Gagon made a motion to end the closed session and Trustee Kacie Malouf seconded the motion. 
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5. BREAK
11:34 AM
6. Committee Reports
11:39 AM
6.1. Executive Committee (see attached report)
Presenter: Chair Tessa White
6.2. Retention, Recruitment, and Completion Committee (see attached report)
Presenter: Chair Tessa White
6.3. Research and Academic Approval Committee (TRAAC) (see attached report)
Presenter: Trustee Kacie Malouf
6.4. Audit, Risk and Compliance Committee (ARC) (see attached report)
Presenter: Chair Tessa White
7. President's Report (see attached report)
11:51 AM
Presenter: President Al Smith
8. Consent Agenda
11:57 AM
8.1. Approve: 6.20.2025 USU Board of Trustees Regular Meeting Minutes
8.2. Approve: 7.9.2025 USU Board of Trustees Special Meeting Minutes
8.3. Approve: Certificates
8.3.1. Physical Education Teaching Post-Bachelor's Certificate in the Emma Eccles Jones College of Education and Human Services
8.3.2. Foundations of Criminal Justice Academic Certificate in the College of Humanities and Social Sciences
8.3.3. Social Analytics Post-Bachelor's Certificate in the College of Humanities and Social Sciences
8.3.4. Accounting Fintech Post-Bachelor's Certificate in the Jon M. Huntsman School of Business
8.3.5. Fintech Analytics Post-Bachelor's Certificate in the Jon M. Huntsman School of Business
8.3.6. Machine Learning Operations Post-Bachelor's Certificate in the Jon M. Huntsman School of Business
8.3.7. Marketing Analytics Post-Bachelor's Certificate in the Jon M. Huntsman School of Business
8.3.8. Tech Innovation and Entrepreneurship Post-Bachelor's Certificate in the Jon M. Huntsman School of Business
8.3.9. Drones for Natural Resource and Environmental Management Academic Certificate in the S.J. and Jessie E. Quinney College of Natural Resources
8.3.10. Environmental and Natural Resource Law and Policy Academic Certificate in the S.J. and Jessie E. Quinney College of Natural Resources
Motion:

Motion was made to approve the consent agenda. Motion moved by Trustee Ryan Dent and motion seconded by Trustee Kent Alder. Voting was unanimous in the affirmative. Motion passed.
9. Action Agenda
9.1. Approve: USU Capital Development Priority for Fiscal Year 2026-27
11:58 AM
Presenter: VP Dave Cowley
Motion: 

Motion was made to approve USU Capital Development Priority for Fiscal Year 2026-27. Motion moved by Trustee David Huntsman and motion seconded by Trustee John Ferry. Voting was unanimous in the affirmative. Motion passed. 


9.2. Approve: American West Heritage Center Ground Lease
12:19 PM
Presenter: VP Dave Cowley
Motion: 

Motion was made to approve American West Heritage Center Ground Lease. Motion moved by Trustee Clark Whitworth and seconded by Trustee Brandon Sorensen. Voting was unanimous in the affirmative. Motion passed. 

9.3. Approve: Real Property Acquisition - Elwood, Utah
12:27 PM
Presenter: VP Dave Cowley
Motion: 

Motion was made to approve Real Property Acquisition – Elwood, Utah. Motion moved by Trustee Jacey Skinner and seconded by Trustee John Ferry. Voting was unanimous in the affirmative. Motion passed. 

10. Information Agenda
12:34 PM
10.1. USU Report of Investments
10.1.1. April 2025
10.1.2. May 2025
10.2. USU Policies
10.2.1. Policy 2201: Student Records (FERPA)
10.2.2. Policy 3314: Staff Employee Association
10.2.3. Policy 4107: Research Data
10.2.4. Policy 4201: Scholarship Awarding
10.2.5. Policy 5209: University Website
11. Adjourn
12:35 PM
Motion: 

Motion was made to adjourn the meeting. Motion moved by Trustee Gina Gagon and seconded by Trustee Brandon Sorensen. Voting was unanimous in the affirmative. Motion passed, and the meeting was adjourned. 

_____________________________________         _____________________________________
Tessa White, Chair                                                         Janalyn Brown, Secretary

_____________________________________
Date Approved
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