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Mayor – Cody Grundy ~ Town Clerk – Michelle Brian ~ Town Treasurer – Amber Perkins


Loa Town & Waterworks Town Council Meeting					 July 10, 2025
The mayor welcomes everyone to the Loa Town council meeting on July 10, 2025, held at the Loa Town Hall at 80 West Center. 

Roll Call: Chris Olsen is present, Don Bone is present, Derek Woolsey is present via phone, Kori Brown is present, Michelle Brian is present, Amber Perkins is present, and Cody Peterson is present.
Public Attendance: William Jarvis
Cody says the arsenic reports are .103 for the blend, .95 #2 well, .114 well #3 he adjusted them again to see if they can be under the .100. He said the guys doing the sprinklers are here working, he said it will cost us a little bit more than anticipated though, he said they need to have a backflow preventer. They were just going to do a check valve, but it was almost as much as the back flow preventer and Brad said if the state checks code is using a backflow preventer, so they opted to go that route. Don asked about the trees in the cemetery. Are you cutting them down? Cody said we will probably do that this fall when Derek can help too. Kori asked if we had received any more complaints on the irrigation water pressure? Cody said he hadn’t heard anything, and Michelle hadn’t either. Michelle asked if they had anything else for Cody. Kori just thanked him for what he was doing. The mayor asked him how the water meters were working. Cody said they were a work in progress; he doesn’t get much done by the time he mows and does his other work. Michelle has the list, and it is still about the same. They will keep working on them. She said we do have cellular devices for the ones that are far like Dry Valley so they just need to be installed and hopefully they will start reading. 

Action Items:
William Jarvis came to talk about his property that is just outside of town limits. He said he purchased the lot a few years ago and he was told by someone that he needed to have an acre to build, it was .76 so contacted the county and Wanda told him that his property would be grandfathered in with the .76 to build. He said that he wasn’t concerned about water and power because they went to the property already. He showed a picture of the fence where his property is and that there is a meter right there next to his property. He assumed it was his and that, when ready, he could pay a fee to have it set up.  The power was also right next to them so they thought that it would be easy to tap onto as well. They purchased the lot and couldn’t afford to do anything further at that time. Now fast forward to now, they were ready to put some more money into starting work on improving it. He called Jackson Excavation to do the septic, and he did that and told him that he would need an address. He called the county, and they gave him an approximate address, so all these things seem to be going well, until it came to the water. That is when he found out that the town had just passed a resolution to not allow anymore connections outside of town currently. He said that just made my lot worthless. He said he feels like any reasonable person would have thought the same thing with the meter sitting right next to his property. He didn’t call Loa to see if it was his and he now knows that he should have done that. He said he felt like the county and Loa should have communicated with each other better. If the county would have told him to check on the water with the town, then he would have. He said the county should have said yeah you can build but you need to check with Loa for water and Garkane on power. He said he will be hardly using any water just enough to fill up his trailer in the summer and that is all until he can get something built. He wants to know if there is a timeline to how long this resolution will remain? The mayor said we understand where you are coming from, but we passed the resolution because we are in litigation over some water rights and we need to know how much water we have before we can allow anymore out of town connections. He continued and we don’t know how long this will take. It is out of our hands. William said I truly do not think it is fair that you have a line down there and my neighbors outside of town have water but now I can’t. He said you can’t just pick and choose who you say no to. He said I don’t want to sound combative but I have put a lot of money into this lot and I may live here for 10 years but if someone could say you can have water next year or even maybe two years then I am okay to wait, but if you can’t give me some kind of answer then I don’t know how to proceed. Kori said we won’t be in litigation forever, but we really can’t give you an answer as to when or if we can give water outside of town. It all depends on what water we have, and we must accommodate those that live in Loa boundaries first. The mayor said we can’t keep giving water outside of town or we may not have enough to take care of the lots inside of town. That must be our priority. William said if the answer is no, you won’t ever give me water, then I will just go straight to the DPU and the water conservancy because I need to know. I have money tied up and my wife is at wits end. He said I can’t even get time from you. Chris said we don’t have any way to give you that right now, because we are waiting too. We are sympathetic about your situation, but we cannot give you an answer. Kori said until we know what water rights we have, we are also in limbo so we cannot give you a timeframe as to how long that will be. William said, so it is no, until the litigation is over and you have no idea when that will be? The mayor said we just filed but we don’t know how long it will be in court. Chris said it would look poor in our end if we passed a resolution last month and then granted you a meter now. William said why is there a meter in front of my property? Chris said we have no idea. The mayor said that was installed years ago and it is the meter to your neighbor. Why the water guy at the time installed it there is not something this council would know because it was probably 20 years ago or more. Chris asked did you know your property was outside of city limits when you purchased it. He said yes, I knew. She said then you should have called to find out about the meter not just assumed it was for that property. You should have done your due diligence to find out what was needed for water and not just assumed you could get it anytime. That isn’t Loa Town’s fault. Michelle said that line isn’t even an 8” to that side of the street so the way the rules are now you’d be responsible for installing an 8” line to that side of the street too. That is something the town would have told you if you would have come in when you were purchasing the property, so you knew what you needed to do to have water on the property. Now, you have owned the property for three years and waited to find out how you could get hooked on. It is unfortunate but right now the town cannot give you water and there is not anything the town can do for you until things are figured out. William said maybe this board just doesn’t want growth in Loa. They all said that isn’t the reason for this resolution. We have explained why we had to do this. Michelle said you can annex in. You would need to get most of the land in front of you to annex in as well but then you can have water. He said that won’t happen, they won’t do it. They said then we really can’t help you right now with water. Don stated that decisions will be postponed until we know our water supply, emphasizing it's not out of rudeness or disregard. The town will not give him water at this time because of the resolution and the litigation that they are currently in. He will continue to check in and see if something has changed from time to time. The mayor calls for a motion to deny William Jarvis’s out of town meter request at this time due to the recent resolution that was passed last month not allowing anymore meter connections out of town. Chris motions to deny William Jarvis’s meter request due to the resolution that was passed last month prohibiting out-of-town meter connections. Don seconded the motion to deny William Jarvis’s meter request due to the resolution that was passed last month prohibiting out-of-town connections. All others voted in favor. Motion carried. 

The mayor calls for a motion to approve the minutes for June 19 & 26, 2025 meetings. Kori motions to approve the minutes for both June meetings. Chris seconded the motion to approve the minutes for June. All others voted in favor. The motion carries. June meeting minutes are approved.

The mayor calls for a motion to approve accounts payable for July. Don motions to approve the accounts payable for July. Kori seconded the motion to approve the accounts payable for July. All others motioned to approve accounts payable for July. Accounts payable for July are approved. 

The delinquent water lists, deposits, bank recs and financial reports were all signed off on. The bank rec for June and deposits will need to be signed off next month because the bank rec is not here yet. Michelle will get signed up online so she can just print off the statements instead. The delinquent water lists, and financial reports were signed. 
Business Items: 
Cemetery Sprinklers update: They already talked about this earlier with Cody. 
Cameras: Amber found one that will work without Wi-Fi, but it only goes up to 450’ so that probably won’t work. The company that the mayor had mentioned has no phone number for them either so the only way to correspond was by email and then they set up a call appointment with Amber. The lady is supposed to call next Monday to talk to Amber so guess we will see what they say. It seems strange that they don’t have a contact number though. Chris said I think we are just going to have to get Wi-Fi over there. Cody said it’s a lot to pay every month for internet for 3 months of problems though. We may want to keep looking at cellular options or something else first. There was more discussion, but they will see what Amber finds out on Monday and then if that doesn’t work look at trail cams or see about doing Wi-Fi from the town office and doing a hard-wired system like Derek suggested.
Funding options for recreation: Michelle had Amber reach out to Brock about grant funding opportunities for parks and this is the information he sent us back. Brock is coming this next week to help Michelle set up the town website as a .gov so she will talk to him a little more and maybe have him look at both sides for options. Chris said she can come when he comes if Michelle wants to let her know. She said if the .gov doesn’t take too much time and Brock has time then she will for sure call Chris to come down. The council discussed different options and said they would continue to ask people in the community what they want to see at the parks and look at other parks for ideas. Continue the discussion in the following month with ideas that they have come up with. They also discussed doing movies at the park. There are some inexpensive blow-up options for screens. Amber said they did that where she grew up and different school clubs sold concessions to them. She said it was fun for the community. They all thought this would be a fun activity to do during the summer to utilize the stage area that rarely gets used. Listed below are the funding options that Brock had sent to Amber. They discussed creating a Facebook page for Loa Town. Amber said she would do one and they thought it would be good to add a survey about parks on the Facebook page to see how people respond. Amber will get working on that. 

The Community Parks and Recreation Grant
Open Date: Early Spring
Minimum/Maximum: $200,000
Match: 20%, you can try and get a hardship waiver; however, it may be difficult.
Additional Details: Last year was the first year of this program. It was incredibly competitive with $13 million in ask with $2 million to award. However, out of the three listed here, I think this would be the best to get from an ease of implementation standpoint.
Website: https://recreation.utah.gov/cpr-grant/
Land and Water Conservation Fund
Open Date: TBD - This typically opens in the spring as well but with everything going on at the federal level it hasn't opened yet.
Minimum/Maximum: $200,000 - $3,000,000
Match: 50%
Additional Details: This is a federal grant administered through the Division of Outdoor Recreation, which is housed under the Department of Natural Resources. Being federally funded there will be some other requirements, but it isn't as bad as CDBG (listed below).
Website: https://recreation.utah.gov/grants/land-water-conservation-fund/

Community Development Block Grant
Open Date: Fall 2025
Minimum/Maximum: $30,000 - $250,000+
Match: Varies
Additional Details: This grant is commonly used for park projects, since there aren’t a ton of opportunities out there. It can be onerous with some reporting but is a viable option for these types of projects.
Website: https://jobs.utah.gov/housing/community/cdbg/index.html

ARPA: Michelle isn’t sure what to do because Ryan hasn’t responded in a while about this and she can’t do anything until he and the mayor and Cody can meet and give her something to bid out. The mayor said he will try to find him and go look at things. They all decided if they don’t hear anything from Ryan by next month then they had better see if Sunrise can help them. They only have until December to have the money spent or they lose it. 
Rob Smith: There have been more complaints about Rob accumulating stuff again. It sounds like his son and girlfriend have moved back and brought their trailer back to live in along with their extra stuff. Michelle reached out to Todd, and he sent a letter that they can send if talking to him doesn’t get anywhere. It is kind of an empty threat because he isn’t sure what a judge will do but maybe it will scare him enough to keep it cleaned up. They will reach out to him again and tell him he needs to keep things cleaned up or face further consequences. There are others in town that are also noncompliant so it would be good for the council to drive around and make a list of people to send letters to. Rob is not the only one who is not in compliance, and we need to make sure they know about the rules as well. 
Allie Brown – Storage units: Michelle wanted to inform them that she received a call from Christina Brown that there are people living in the storage units that Allie owns. Allie has not been at home because she fell but she is back now. Of course, she is old and fragile and cannot go out to the units all the time. Michelle called Tanner (Allie’s grandson) and told him about it. He said he and his dad didn’t own it but that his dad’s sister did, however she lives in another state. He said he would talk to his dad. His dad (Allie’s son) did call Michelle and said that he would call the police and let them know. Michelle told Christina to also go to the police and keep record of what she was observing. She said there were cars going and coming out of there all hours of the day and night and she is sure it is for drugs. Michelle found out it was Lucas and his girlfriend, Rob Smith’s son. He is going from Rob’s to the storage units apparently. Michelle explained to Christina that the town could not legally kick them off the property because it would be up to Allie or whoever was over them to do that. She also suggested that if their other neighbors complain to the police too then it may help. The police were notified, and Myca did go there according to Christina. It helped for a little while, but it hasn’t completely gotten rid of the problem. There are still cars there often and they still stay there for many hours of the day. Michelle said the town would try to support as much as possible, but they can’t really do much legally. She just wanted to bring it up to the council and just make them aware of it so they can watch the area too and report on anything they see. 
Master fee schedule: Michelle explained that if they want to change the water rates that those would have to be done by a public hearing and then added to the master fee resolution. She talked to Jesse (Sunrise) about impact fees, acquisition fees, connection fees and rates and how to go about charging them and increasing them. He said an analysis would be $12,000 and may not be worth it unless funding came available. He said he would be happy to come talk to the counsel and go over some options and talk about all the items she asked about. Michelle is also still working with Rita from the State on coming up with rates and where we need to be to prepare us for the future upgrades. As far as the master fee schedule is to get it passed, we may have to just list what rates are currently and then when we have information back, we will hold a public hearing and raise them later. They may want to also do this with land use application fees. Go with what they have discussed and then as applications come in and they have a little better idea of cost go back to the resolution and make changes. We can list things like applicants will be billed for all professional fees associated with this application such as engineering and legal fees. That way we are getting paid back what we pay out to the professionals that we use for land use. We need to get the master fee resolution passed so that we can start charging those new fees that have been discussed and not be losing anymore money because we have nothing in place. Then we can always make changes later. She will have Jesse come next month and discuss things pertaining to water and the civic center drainage. Michelle said when p and z was going over the short-term rental ordinance it was said that state code specifies that one person could have multiple units or homes but still only obtain one license. However, Michelle got thinking that if they are paying Eric to inspect each one then that one person should still have to pay for those inspections not just for one. So, the fees should probably say something along the lines of one business license fee for all units/homes plus inspection fees for each individual unit. Eric will charge us $90 per inspection so we need to charge at least that. We had listed $225 as the license fee and that would be covering one inspection along with our time, paper, postage, etc. but that isn’t for multiple inspections. So, we probably need to say something about extra inspection fees for multiple units which will be incurred depending on the number of units. She needed to talk to Brock and Daniel and maybe see how to add that extra cost. They thought they should add a $100 fee for any additional vacation rental inspections. They changed the transfer fee to $25 instead of $100 on the draft fee schedule. Michelle said it doesn’t take her long to make the transfer, so she feels that $100 is steep. It is just part of her job but if they do want to charge a fee then $25 seemed fairer to what time it takes her to do it. They wanted to charge a fee but changed it to $25. 
Information Items:
Michelle said Jared Parkinson told her that it would be good if she was signed up for Utah water rights website and then she could track any filings that were made on water rights we were concerned about. He did a training for her and Amber over the phone so now they receive email notifications if anything is filed relating to 95-293 and they can contact him with questions, but this will be less expensive for the town than paying him to track things. They all agreed that it was a great idea. 
No information items
The mayor calls for a motion to adjourn. Chris motions to adjourn. Don seconded the motion. All others voted in favor.
Meeting adjourned. 


