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Sugar House Park Authority
6332 S. Airport Road, West Jordan, UT 84084
Ph: 385-468-7275    Fax: 385-468-1855
Email: parks@saltlakecounty.gov
sugarhousepark.org

Sugar House Park Authority | June 12, 2025, MINUTES



Date/Time: Thursday, June 12, 2025, from 6:00 – 9:30 pm 
Location: Sugarhouse Park Garden Center

	Board Members Present:
	Anchor Location:

	Siavash Ghaffari, Holly Nichols, Roxanne Christensen, Richard Layman, Jackie Rosen, Jascha Clark, Patrick Leary

Board Members Absent: Toby Hazelbaker

Others: Danielle Calacino, Chris Thayer, Geoff Ellis, Isaac Astill, Daniel Wydner, Ashlyn Stevens
	Sugarhouse Park Garden Center
1602 E 2100 S 
Salt Lake City, UT 84106

If you have questions or require additional assistance, please contact Danielle Calacino at (385) 468-1801. 



This meeting will be conducted in person only. Agendas, recordings, and meeting minutes can be accessed on the Utah Public Notice site at utah.gov/pmn/ 

Call to Order 
Siavash Ghaffari – President   

Public Comment - Opening
Siavash Ghaffari - President
Siavash Ghaffari opens public comments, but no community members attend to make any. 

Approval of Special Events and Athletic Field Use Requests 
Siavash Ghaffari – President   
	Name/Organization/Event
	Document Reference
	Reservation Date(s)
	Board Decision

	Wydner/Stevens Wedding 
	Portfolio 1
	10-22-2025
	Holly Nichols motions to approve, Shehan Jaro seconds. The board approves unanimously. 




Administrative Items for the Board
Approval of May 2025 Meeting Minutes 
a. Siavash Ghaffari – President
Siv asks the board if they’ve reviewed the May meeting minutes and if they have any comments or edits. Richard sent edits via email. 
Richard Layman motions to approve with the edits, Jascha Clark seconds. The board approves unanimously. 
Approval of April 2025 Financial Statements
b. Shehan Jaro – Treasurer
Shehan reviews the April 2025 financial statements for the board. 
Holly Nichols motions to approve, Jackie Rosen seconds. The board approves unanimously. 
2. Approval of May 2025 Financial Statements
a. Shehan Jaro – Treasurer
Shehan reviews the May 2025 financial statements for the board. Due to an error that was charged, the board decides not to vote till it’s reconciled and will approve them in the August meeting instead. 

Miscellaneous Items Follow-up from previous Meetings
1. Siv reminds the board to complete their Conflict of Interest Disclosure Form and 2025 Open and Public Meetings Act Training.
2. Siv tells the board the 2024 Operational and Maintenance budget payment to Salt Lake County has been approved and released. Roxy mentions that Salt Lake County spent $20,000 more than the Park Authority had approved, so the County will be absorbing it. 
3. Jackie tells the board the FFKR architects are now looking at alternatives for the proposed hotel project on the Sizzler site, to the plan to make only one intersection but keep the ADA Lot and add a crosswalk. There will be the removal of 11 trees due to construction, so they are working with TreeUtah to replace those. There is also no update on the open space designation discussion that was had, and she will send an updated photo to the board members. 
4. Jackie tells the board the settlement agreement for the financial claim against the Sugar House Park Authority has been signed by all parties and is finalized. 
5. Jascha and Patrick tell the board the draft contract between Salt Lake County and the Sugar House Park Authority is almost ready to be shared with Siv. Siv says he would like to share it with the rest of the board before it is signed and finalized. 
6. Patrick is currently concerned that the contract being written up between the Sugar House Park Authority and TreeUtah, although minor, has to be taken to both political bodies at the City and County, so they are reviewing alternatives to avoid going that route. 
7. Jascha tells the board they have made progress on drafting the contract between the Sugar House Park Authority and the Garden Clubs. They’ve received feedback from Sue McJames, who suggested they talk with the clubs, and are hopeful they will have the draft ready for the board to review in August. 


Walking Tour of Sugar House Park (Eastside of the Park Only)
The board takes a walking tour of the east side of the park to discuss numerous things including the Highland High School retaining wall project options, the Parley’s Creek Pavilion construction progress, and see some of the trees that have been tagged as part of the arboretum. 
a. Holly Nichols – Garden Center updates and status
Holly thanks everyone who participated in their Garden Center workday, and says the roof, aluminum soffit, plumbing, and masonry have all been redone. Salt Lake County Facilities Management replaced the gas line on the roof and will be back to assess the whole HVAC system which also needs to be replaced. They are still looking at adding Wi-Fi in the building, and there are also some electrical issues that need to be assessed. 
She also mentions that they are working with Lindsay Schou from the Garden Center to set stricter terms of building usage with renters and are looking at better storage opportunities. 
b. Roxanne Christensen - Arboretum activities, examples, and updates
Roxy shows the board some of the trees that have been tagged and accounted for as part of the arboretum. 
She tells them TreeUtah is planning another tree planting event for September as part of a Latino conservation project which they hope brings people out from around the whole county. 
c. Siavash Ghaffari and Roxanne Christensen – Highland HS Retaining Wall Options
Isaac Astill from Salt Lake City School District shows the board the area of the park that is school property but is currently being used by the park and goes over the details of the project and the retaining wall options to recapture to the property line. He tells them they have completed their conceptual design and are now in schematic design but need the Sugar House Park Authority’s decision so they can move into drawing design by August with the plan to bid the project out in February 2026 and to break ground by May 2026.
d. Roxanne Christensen - Big Field & Parley’s Creek Pavilion Construction status update
Chris Thayer shows the board how the Parley’s Creek Pavilion replacement is going, mentions it’s on track but the contractor forgot the bolts for the Big Field Pavilion replacement so that one is delayed. 
e. Chris Thayer - Issues in the park
Chris tells the board he is having some minor irrigation issues and keeping having no power at the Big Field Pavilion and up top is causing him and his crew to water during the day. He hopes to have the power back up in mid-July or early August. 
He mentions the progress of the two pavilion replacements is going well and the contractor will be bringing in about 25 trucks of concrete into the park causing truck traffic in and out of the park. 
Lastly, he mentions parking enforcement has been doing a great job and is super responsive to his calls. 
f. Richard Layman & Roxanne Christensen – CIP goals for 2026/2027
Roxy says all their capital improvement projects for 2026 were approved by the Salt Lake City Council on June 10, which includes the Sugar Beet Pavilion replacement, resurfacing and striping the parking lot, and the culinary water design. She says they will then have a better idea of what the CIP list for 2027 will look like by October. 

		 Summary of Highland High School South Property Line Retaining Wall Options
Siavash Ghaffari
Siv and the board review the options after looking at the physical location in the park where the wall would be and discuss whether they are willing to change the boundary and give up some more of the land, and what wall option they are willing to recommend.   
After much deliberation, most of the board like option 2 (the hybrid option) the most, with the acknowledgement that the tree replanting, irrigation, etc., will take time. 
Motion to approve option 2 with the provision the board provides more details and direction to Salt Lake City School District of what they’d like to see made by Richard Layman. Holly Nichols seconds and the board approves unanimously.  

           	2026 SHP Budget Draft
                    	Shehan Jaro
Shehan shows a preview of the 2026 Sugar House Park Authority budget, using a new drafting format. They plan to discuss and vote on it at August’s board meeting. 

            	Incident Reports and Park Updates
                    	Patrick Leary
Chris Thayer tells the board that there was an accident on May 29 where a power pole was taken out by the boom on the truck used to collect the glass containers in the park. They had to evacuate all patrons from the park, and Rocky Mountain Power has now restored both the line and pole.

He mentions that a person has submitted a claim about a tree limb that fell onto his car while driving east on 2100 S, and the claim is currently going through the insurance companies right now where they are trying to determine which property is responsible. 

He also says that the Salt Lake City Fire Department is still doing trainings in the park about 1-2 times a month, but they tend to just show up unannounced and take up all the parking of the various pavilions which put parties that have reserved the pavilions out of parking options. 

Lastly, he says that he has seen security every morning when he gets to the park, and they have been breaking up any camps keeping the homeless population in the park at bay. 
	
            	President’s Report
Siavsah Ghaffari – President
Siv says in the security reports he’s received within the last month, they are still seeing traffic and stragglers in the park after hours, but nothing more than that. 

		Other Business  
		Roxy quickly mentions putting in a reduced number of tables at the Big Field Pavilion, so 
there is more room for events. The board tells her to order some tables so there will be 
seating for the opening of the pavilion, and they can decide if they want to add more tables at a later meeting. 

		ADJOURN
		Siavash Ghaffari motions to adjourn the meeting. 		
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