Minutes of the Commission Meeting of the Board of Commissioners, Carbon County, State of Utah, held Wednesday, August 6, 2025 in the Commission Room of the Administration Building, Price, Utah, commencing at 4:30 p.m.

Those present:	Larry Jensen, Commission Chair 
Jared Haddock, Commissioner
Tony Martines, Commissioner 

Also present:	Lyn Hansen, Deputy Attorney
			Geni Hawk, Commission Secretary
			Seth Marsing, Clerk/Auditor 
Lori Perez, Chief Deputy Clerk
Kellie Payne, HR Director
Jeff Wood, Sheriff

Commissioner Jensen welcomed everyone to the meeting and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

(In the audio recording, Commissioner Jensen states the date as September 6 but it is actually July 16, 2025.)

1)  Approval of Minutes

Commissioner Haddock made a motion to approve the July 16, 2025 Commission Meeting minutes. Commissioner Martines seconded. Motion carried.

2) Employee of the Month – Kellie Payne

This item was tabled until the next meeting.

3) Super Service Award – Tina Grange

Tina read the nomination for Josh Patterson. This family’s vehicle broke down across the street from the Nine Mile RV Resort in Wellington, Josh helped this family to have a great experience in our area while waiting for their vehicle to be repaired. He is a true ambassador and truly cares about Carbon County. He inspired them and they were able to do many things while they were here because of what he shared with them. 

Tina was happy to present this award for August to Josh Patterson from Nine Mile RV Resort.

Josh said he remembers this instance. This family had broken down across the street in a rain storm. He was able to help them get their vehicle to a dealer for repairs and while they were waiting Josh provided them with information so they could visit all they could while they were here. The Commissioners congratulated and thanked Josh for his service.

At this point in the meeting, Commissioner Jensen added a special agenda item:

Commissioner Jensen said September is Suicide Prevention and Awareness Month. He asked Amanda to come to the microphone.

Amanda said she appreciates the support in proclaiming September as Suicide Prevention and Awareness month in Carbon County. Suicide prevention is not only her profession but also her passion and purpose. She serves on the Utah Suicide Prevention Coalition Committee. This committee reports to the newly established Utah Behavioral Health Commission which is responsible for the bills that play a critical role in achieving and supporting suicide prevention legislation. Amanda sits on the Utah Survivors of Suicide Loss Council led by Dr. Michael Staley and his team at the Utah Office of Medical Examiner. She serves on other boards and works full time at Four Corners Behavioral and Health as the Suicide Prevention Liaison. She serves nationally, statewide and locally for suicide prevention. She is proud of the progress made but is aware of the amount of work that still lies ahead. 

By proclaiming September as Suicide Prevention and Awareness Month, you are giving a voice to those who have lost someone to suicide, you are helping to destigmatize mental health and normalize help seeking behavior. Carbon County cares deeply about this issue and are willing to act even in small ways like the proclamation. It is a beacon of support and empowerment for survivors. It is a reminder that healing is possible and its okay to not be okay and someone is here to help. 

They will be holding the annual candlelight vigil in recognition of World Suicide Prevention Day on Wednesday, September 10 at 7 p.m. at the Price Peace Gardens or join them for the Southeast Utah Hope Walk on Saturday September 13.

Commissioner Martines read the proclamation (attached to the minutes).

Commissioner Jensen said since this was not on the agenda, they cannot vote at this time but it will on the next meeting. Amanda will not be able to be in attendance.

4) Miss Carbon County year in review

Addalyn Jones, Mini Miss Carbon County, said she has had amazing adventures this year. She has learned about her community and she loves serving it. This year she went to the Scofield parade and threw water at people, it was the biggest water fight ever. She danced with her pageant sisters, she presented trophies at the derby, and worked at the Sub for Santa and had fun.

Paisley Jenkins, Little Miss Carbon County, is thankful for having the opportunity serve this community. Her favorite events were the Shoe Drive, Color the Town Purple and Sub for Santa. This opportunity has made her grow in both confidence and character. Her advice to the next Little Miss Carbon County is the fun of bonding with your pageant sisters. She thanked the commission for everything.

Taylee Brower, Junior Miss Carbon County, said her two favorite parts of the year was the day of service and her platform which was called “the Little Voice Movement” which is built around making sure that kids speak up, stand out and start positive change in their community by using their voices. She went to 4th and 5th grade classes and taught about confidence and bullying. She also loved Sub for Santa and delivering the toys to the kids.

Burcklee Brady, Miss Teen Carbon County, her platform was “Hashtag Social Media Spark”. Her passion is for social media safety. She went to schools and shared her book, tip cards and giving out little bracelets. She also participated in the Miss Utah Teen competition. She and Shalyce went to the Ensenada, Mexico service trip and provided kids with food and toys. She thanked the commissioners for everything.

Shalyce Rahaula, Miss Carbon County 2025, also thanked the commission for the opportunity to serve and giving so much to the organization. The commissioners also helped with mock interviews and being involved. It has been an amazing year and she is glad she was able to give back to the community. Her platform is “Caring about Health is Loving Yourself” and it focuses on mental health awareness. This is not taught in the schools and so she begins with mental health and self-love. She attended the Miss Utah Pageant and spread her platform statewide which was a great opportunity. Being Miss Carbon County has given her a voice and she will continue her work even after being Miss Carbon County. The humanitarian trip to Ensenada was so special. Giving back to the kids with food, hygiene kits and school supplies was really life changing. Helping the Kiwanis Club with Sub for Santa or any other community event was amazing. She is grateful for the whole year and is sad to see it coming to an end. 

Commissioner Jensen thanked them all. 

5) Consideration and possible approval of Resolution #2025-03, Adopting the Carbon County Transportation Master Plan – Daniel Luke

McClain Farmer, Jones and DeMille Engineering, said they are the consultants who helped the County with this plan. He gave a brief overview of the project. They have gone through the public process and held public open houses. This gave the public the opportunity to come and voice their opinion on the transportation issues within the County. A transportation plan is a road map for the County that looks at congestion, safety issues, future development and what problems those could have on the County and how to mitigate. This map shows where the roads should go and creates corridors that are critical to get from each side of the County. It also includes projects for the public’s information as well as the policies and guidelines to follow when it comes to transportation. McClain asked if the commissioners had any questions.

Commissioner Jensen asked about the grant that UDOT supplied for this. McClain said UDOT has a grant called the “Transportation Plan” which is a distinct grant that Carbon County applied for last year. This Project has been ongoing for about thirteen months. During the project and because of this, they coordinated with UDOT on safety concerns on highways, congestion, interaction with County roads and highways. Part of the funding has a UDOT section that specifically outlines things that has to do with UDOT.

Commissioner Martines said he likes the forward thinking and getting ahead of the coming future growth and how to attack it. This is a great thing.

Commissioner Haddock made a motion to adopt Resolution 2025-03 Adopting the Carbon County Transportation Master Plan. Commissioner Martines seconded. Motion carried.

6) Consideration and possible approval of funding request from Utah Support Advocates for Recovery Awareness (USARA) for Opioid Settlement Funds

Commissioner Jensen said USARA presented to us at the last commission meeting. Commissioner Martines thanked them for the presentation and appreciate what they are doing in the community.

Commissioner Jensen said approval during the last commission meeting was put on hold in order to try and determine where we were with the funding. The opioid problem was addressed by a law suit that Utah was involved with which focused on the pharmaceuticals and distribution of opioids. Funding has been allocated to our County to try and help with the addiction problem. We have received three different sections of money. The first came from the drug makers, the second from the pharmacies and the third is from another group. Over the last three years, large amounts of money have been received. In 2022, it was $859,000, in 2024 it was $583,000 and in 2025 it was $463,000. This money has been committed to Four Corners and the Health Department based on percentages and we have now accounted for them. Currently, we have an amount that has not been committed for $203,232.

As we try and decide where this can best be used, we recognized that USARA is an integral part of recovery. The question is: 1) next year in 2026 the amount of money coming in will drop to an estimate of $371,000 and 2) you have asked for ongoing money of $200,000. Tonight, a decision needs to be made.

Commissioner Martines said the hard part is the money initially was received in large amounts and it is now decreasing. To make it ongoing will be hard. There is an amount we could give this year but it will not be the same next. We have to have good reports every year and balance out how much we are taking in. We would love to give you what you are asking for but we have to be responsible to this fund.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Commissioner Haddock said we are grateful for everything you are doing. We just don’t have a lot of money that has not already been committed. We do want to do what we can. The funds you requested in the last meeting have not been received. When they do they are very insignificant. We cannot commit it until we receive it. We want to be careful.

Commissioner Jensen said he recommends that we approve funding for USARA in the amount of $75,000. That leaves the rest to be distributed back to Four Corners who are also in need of funds.

Commissioner Haddock made a motion to approve $75,000 to USARA. Commissioner Martines seconded. Motion carried.

Mercedes asked if this allocation is specific for this year or will they need to do an annual request. Will each organization need to request yearly and start at zero each year? Commissioner Jensen said next year the funds will be reduced so the amount that will be added from the law suit is under $50,000. We have made commitments to Four Corners and to the Health Department. Mercedes asked if these are annual commitments? Commissioner Jensen said they are. The challenge with these programs is that there is not enough money that will continue year to year. This year they gave money to the hospital. There has been a good accounting of what has been done with these dollars. But there is no real commitment even with Four Corners or the Health Department more than one year at a time. We are trying to ensure that those dollars are spent in the most appropriate way where it is making a difference. He told USARA to plan on coming back.  Commissioner Haddock wanted to make it clear, that each entity has to report back each year.

Commissioner Jensen asked Seth about the uncommitted money and could we give it to them this year. Seth said the amounts have been shared earlier and we will need an invoice. 

7) Consideration and possible approval of Interlocal Agreement for the Provision of Indigent Defense Services between Carbon County and Price City

Attorney Lyn Hansen said it is a continuation of a previous agreement for the indigent defense. Commissioner Haddock said he believes it is a ratification and it is also for an application to apply again for federal funding.  

Seth said this is an ongoing agreement that we have had. We are paid $8,300 a month to take care of Price City’s Indigent Defense needs. Commissioner Martines said the annual amount is $99,600 and it takes effect on January 1 through June 30, 2026. 

Commissioner Martines made a motion to approve the Interlocal Agreement for the Provision of Indigent Defense Services between Carbon County and Price City. Commissioner Haddock seconded. Motion carried.

8) Ratification of Cooperative Wildfire System Participation Commitment Statement for 2025

Commissioner Haddock said this is our commitment to the State who requires that we mitigate brush in strategic locations in order to reduce wildfires. If we are willing to invest $273,00 by doing service and mitigation, then they will then help cover the costs of wildfires. It is a way to save us the six to eight million dollars of cost if we had a fire and were unprotected. It is kind of an insurance. This saves our structures and homes by doing the mitigation work. The Road Department will help and we can count their time and work towards the $273,000. We provide the work that will equal the dollar amount of $273,000.

Commissioner Martines made a motion to ratify the Cooperative Wildfire System Participation Commitment statement for 2025. Commissioner Haddock seconded. Motion carried.

9) Review and discussion of Division of Fire and Forestry Stage 2 Fire Restrictions in Carbon County

Commissioner Jensen read the restrictions. (It will be attached to the minutes.) 
We are currently in Stage 2, fire restrictions.

A violation of Stage 2 fire restriction is a Class B misdemeanor punishable by up to six months in jail and a fine of up to $1,000. If you start a fire you are liable for the cost of putting it out. There have been over seven hundred human caused fires in the State of Utah this year. This restriction is in place. For questions talk to the Fire Department.

10) Review and approval of departmental reports

Commissioner Martines made a motion to adjourn. 
	
The meeting adjourned at 5:11 p.m.	 
	
							_________________________________ 
							Larry Jensen, Commission Chair
				Carbon County Commission

ATTEST:	
____________________________
Seth Marsing, County Clerk/Auditor 	
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