AMES Board of Trustees

August 13, 2025
Called to Order:  5:09 p.m.
Attendees:




Visitor:

Board:




Royce Van Tassell - UAPCS
Richard Anthony
Jose Crespo

Nicole Butler (Zoom)








Liliana Martinez 

Donald Saxon




Alison Young
(Zoom)









Staff:






Brett Wilson
Nancy Carpenter

Hema Katoa





Richard Welch 
Donald Saxon called the meeting to order as acting Chairman.
Educational Excellence
1.   Minutes of June 11, 2025 – The minutes from the meeting of June 11, 2025
      were presented to the AMES Board.
      Motion to approve the minutes of June 11, 2025:  Alison Young
       2nd:  Donald Saxon
       Vote: Unanimously approved
2.    PTSO Report – The AMES PTSO is in the process of changing treasurers, Michelle
       Das will take over for Jenica Barber whose son graduated in May.  The Granite 

       Youth Symphony helped raise funds to cover the cost of AMES students on fee
       Waiver that participated in their summer music program.  AMES paid the fees for
       the students on fee waiver who participated in this summer program.

3.    Granite School District Authorization – Michael Davidson was able to submit the
       letter of interest to Granite School District for Granite to take over the AMES 
       charter.  Brett Wilson went over the important information moving forward with the

       change, including the Pros and Cons that the AMES Board came up with at the 
       beginning of the process along with the non-negotiable items.  AMES will still pay 
       the WPU for students taking Cottonwood classes but would like to forgo the rent and

       custodial charges, however, this is negotiable.  Cottonwood is concerned about the 
       percentage of AMES students coming to AMES and would like to cap the number 

       to 8% or lower.  Granite would like AMES to increase their enrollment to 750.  
       AMES would like to increase enrollment by 50 students per year for the next 5 years.

       The increase probably won’t have an impact the first year but may result in needed to
       add FTEs every year after that.

       The AMES Board want to make sure that the 2 new Board members will be 

       thoroughly informed on the ongoing process and have time to review all important

       information regarding the Charter change.

       Brett Wilson and Heidi Alder (AMES Legal Counsel) will work on the new charter

       and finish it to send to the AMES Board for review and approval at the September
       Board Meeting.  They will also work on a Memorandum of Understanding. The
       MOU could be put into place if the authorization does not pass.
Fiscal
1.    No Fiscal Report 
Board Organization

1.    AMES Board Position Openings – The AMES Board is waiting to see if they will 
       have more interested parties if they advertise the openings at Back To School Night

       on August 20th.  They have 3 interested applicants who will be invited to the 

       September Board meeting to be interviewed.  The Board would like all resumes to

       be submitted by August 29th so they will have time to review all applicants.

       Motion to postpone the selection of AMES Board member:  Donald Saxon

       2nd:  Jose Crespo

       Vote:  Unanimously Approved 
2.    AMES Board Chair Position – Motion to nominate Jose Crespo:  Richard Anthony
       2nd:  Donald Saxon

       Jose Crespo doesn’t feel like he has served on the AMES Board long enough to fill 
       the roll of Chairman.  During the discussion of what is required to serve as Chair, it

       was decided that Co-Chairs for the interim would be beneficial.  Donald Saxon who

       has been on the AMES Board for several years would mentor Jose Crespo until he

       feel comfortable taking over as Chairman.

       Motion to have Jose Crespo and Donald Saxon serve as Co-Chairs:  Donald Saxon

       2nd:  Alison Young

       Vote:  Unanimously Approved
Foundation
1.  Foundation Board Opening – With Michael Davidson leaving the AMES Board, it
     also leaves an opening on the AMES Foundation Board.  The new member does not

     have to be an AMES Board member, but the AMES Board must approve the new

     member.

     Motion to nominate Michelle Das to serve on the AMES Foundation Board:  Alison 

     Young

     2nd:  Richard Anthony

     Vote:  Unanimously Approved
.AMES Mission
1.  2025-2026 Important Dates – The AMES Board was presented with a calendar of 
     of Important Dates broken down by term.
Potential Next Meeting Topics:
Granite School District Charter Authorization Approval – Heidi Alder
New AMES Board Members
Demographic Report

Public Comment

Royce Van Tassel, Executive Director of the Utah Association of Public Charter Schools commented that the AMES Board doesn’t need to be concerned about the Granite authorization not working out, by statute, authorizers can be left at any time.
He also offered mentorship/training opportunities to help with a new AMES Board Chair.
Motion to adjourn:  Richard Anthony
2nd:  Alison Young
Vote:  Unanimously approved
Meeting adjourned – 6:27 p.m.

Next Meeting – September 10, 2025
Approval pending
