
MINUTES OF COMBINED COMMISSION WORKING & REGULAR SESSION MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 24, 2014 BEGINNING AT 9:00 A.M. IN CONFERENCE ROOM #1, IN DUCHESNE, UTAH

Present
Commission Chairman Kirk J. Wood, Commissioner Ronald Winterton, Commissioner Elect Ken Burdick, Deputy County Attorney Tyler Allred, Public Works Director Glen Murphy, and Commission Assistant BobbiJo Casper taking minutes of the meeting. 
Public Works/Landfill Update
Commissioner Kent R. Peatross joined the meeting at 9:12 A.M…
Director Murphy reported that the Road Department replaced culverts in Neola and finished edging in Talmage on County Road #214.  He would like to finish edging in Cedarview while he has the edger if they finish paving today, he will be able to do it.
Consideration Of A Draft Letter Regarding The Transwest Express Transmission Project
County/Community Planning Administrator Mike Hyde joined the meeting at 9:22 A.M…
Administrator Hyde stated that we haven’t had any luck in getting the BLM and power company to change the route to avoid public lands by going with the southern route so we are sending this letter to our congressional delegation to shut down funding of the project unless the project is shifted.  All commissioners agreed that the letter looks good.
Consideration Of Vouchers

Deputy Clerk Auditor Connie Sweat joined the meeting at 9:52 A.M…
The commission reviewed vouchers # 130065 through 130126 dated November 24, 2014, in the amount five hundred eighty five thousand four hundred forty eight dollars and ten cent ($585,448.10) as presented by the Clerk Auditor’s Office. Commissioner Peatross motioned to approve the vouchers as presented by the Clerk Auditor’s Office. Commissioner Wood seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Consideration Of A Business License Application For DJ Oilfield Services LLC
Commissioner Wood motioned to approve the business license application as presented by the Clerk Auditor’s Office. Commissioner Peatross seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Consideration Of A Public Defender Contract With Morrison & Morrison
Attorney Allred stated that this contract is basically the same as it has been the previous three years other than they moved from the office at the Library.  The amount is being raised by 3% for 2015 and it will change according to the Consumer Price Index for 2016 with a 0-5% cap.  Commissioner Wood stated that they haven’t received any complaints and feels that Morrison & Morrison has done a good job representing us.  Commissioner Wood motioned to approve the public defender contract with Morrison & Morrison.  Commissioner Peatross seconded the motion.  All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Consideration Of Ordinance No. 14-334, An Ordinance Vacating A Portion Of County Road #1 (Red Creek Road) In Section 13, Township 2 South Range 9 West USM
Attorney Allred stated that we held a public hearing on July 27, 2014 on this where there was no opposition.  This is a small section where they are rerouting around the dam.  We aren’t losing anything; we are going from a 50 foot right of way to a 66 foot right of way.  The DWR acquired this land through the federal government so it took some time because they had to go through congress to get this approved.  

ORDINANCE NO. 14-334
AN ORDINANCE VACATING A PORTION OF COUNTY ROAD #1 (RED CREEK ROAD) IN SECTION 13, TOWNSHIP 2 SOUTH RANGE 9 WEST USM;

WHEREAS, Duchesne County has a certain road located in Township 2 South Range 9 West USM Section 13; and 
WHEREAS, Red Creek Road currently abuts the dam of the Red Creek Reservoir; and

WHEREAS, the dam of the Red Creek Reservoir needs to be repaired and improved; and

WHEREAS, after improvements are made, the Red Creek Reservoir Dam will lay where the Red Creek Road currently lies; and

WHEREAS, the Utah Division of Wildlife, who owns the land, has requested that a small portion of the Red Creek Road be vacated; and 

WHEREAS, the Utah Division of Wildlife, has offered to grant unto Duchesne County a 66 foot right of way for the Red Creek Road as it traverses the lands owned by the Utah Division of Wildlife; and

WHEREAS, a new right of way will be issued by the Utah Division of Wildlife, whereupon the public may continue to travel the Red Creek Road (proposed easement attached as exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, the County has conducted a public hearing on July 7, 2014, where there was no one in opposition to having a portion of the Red Creek Road vacated; and
WHEREAS, Utah Code § 72-3-108 (2013) has been fully complied with, i.e. notice was published in Uintah Basin Standard once a week for four consecutive weeks before the hearing, notice was published on the Utah Public Notice Website for four weeks before the hearing, notice was published in three public places for four consecutive weeks prior to the hearing, and notice was mailed to the Utah Department of Transportation and all owners of property abutting the road.   
BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED as follows:

1.   The public’s interest in the road located in Section 13, T2S R9W, abutting the Red Creek Dam, as shown on the attached map (exhibit B), will hereby be vacated, upon completion of the new easement.

2.   The vacation of said road shall only operate so as to terminate the public’s interest in said road and shall not affect the Utah Division of Wildlife’s valid existing rights.

DATED this 24thday of November, 2014.

DUCHESNE COUNTY:
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Commissioner Peatross motioned to adopt Ordinance No. 14-334.  Commissioner Wood seconded the motion.  All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Consideration Of Resolution No. 14-18, A Resolution Requesting The Approval Of A Relocation Assistance Policy And Program For Newly Hired Law Enforcement Officers
Deputy Sheriff Dave Boren, Personnel Director Lisa Henrie, Sheriff’s Office Manager Cynthia Wardle & Attorney Stephen Foote joined the meeting at 10:04 A.M…
Deputy Sheriff Boren stated that their office has struggled getting new hires and have increased wages to compete with other entities, but the housing here has been tough.  We 
have had employees living in camp trailers because they can’t find housing.  We came up with an incentive to help deal with it.  Temporary housing is something we came up with as a solution to assist the employee.  We want our employees to reside in our county to be able to respond to emergencies as quickly as possible.  Director Henrie stated that the Sheriff’s Office is down four people with the potential of two more leaving due to the housing problem.  Attorney Foote suggested subsidizing an amount rather than going out and finding housing.  Commissioner Wood stated that there is a twelve month commitment, but after that they can move away with the experience that they have received.  Deputy Boren stated that when they hire a new officer, it costs $15,000 which would cost a lot more than doing something like this.  Commissioner Wood stated that you have to amortize that expense, you are still subsidizing a considerable amount and he feels it should be extended for a longer amount of time.  Attorney Foote stated he feels that the concept is good, but we need to figure out the value of this.  Commissioner Peatross stated that the relocation portion is fine, but the housing portion is a problem.  He doesn’t like the “may do” language, we need a commitment.  A $3,600 relocation allowance with a year commitment works for him.  Chairman Winterton stated that he has looked at the costs of duplexes and they will pay themselves off in 60 months.  Commissioner Peatross stated that it needs to be a county policy and the approval process needs to be identified; it has to have all of the requirements nailed down.  Commissioner Wood stated that we need to identify specialized positions.  Commissioner Peatross motioned to adopt Resolution No. 14-18 and authorize the Sheriff’s Office to move forward with the $3,600 relocation incentive and work out the final resolution with the Personnel and Attorney’s Office. Commissioner Wood seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Update From Employees Who Attended The Utah Association Of County (UAC) Conference

IS Department Director Kent Ogletree, Chief Deputy Clerk JoAnn Evans, Personnel Departments Melissa Hutsell, Assessor Greg Garff & Deputy Recorder Shelley Brennen joined the meeting at 10:40 A.M…
Assessor Garff stated that MCAT Funding has been changed, 2015 campers will be licensed not just titled and centrally assessed appeals are being looked at by the legislature.
Attorney Foote stated that they are modifying all drug offences to misdemeanors and all County Attorneys are in opposition throughout the state.  This is burden shifting and it will cost the county money.  This is based off of 137 inmates in prison who are in there on their first drug offense.  We would like your support.
Deputy Boren stated that he attended the newly elected officials training, but was unable to stay for the rest of the conference.  The jail inspection went great; the only area of concern was the food handler’s inspection hadn’t been done in 12 months, which wasn’t our fault.

Director Henrie stated that most counties are using Comp Survey so we are able to find more information from other counties around the state.  Most counties are giving a 2% COLA to their employees for next year.  

Deputy Clerk Evans stated that 10 counties are all voting by mail and new equipment is being discussed.  The stated auditor wants counties to stay within their budgets and not open budgets at the end of the year.  They may hold offices liable if they go over.

Director Ogletree stated that there is an issue with MCAT and they are going to re-write it and make it mobile for Assessor’s field work.  Security was mostly discussed.

Deputy Brennen stated that cam notaries have been passed in Virginia and she feels that might be coming.  A national standard for recording was discussed so we hope to be online at the first of the year.  There might be a push for raising recording fees to make them standard statewide. 

Chairman Winterton stated that Cache County passed a resolution setting a minimum amount of 30 hours per week for elected officials to work and we are going to look at doing something similar. 

Commission Calendaring

Adjourn

Chairman Winterton adjourned the meeting at 11:42 A.M.
Read and approved this 30th day of December 1, 2014.
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