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The Case for a New Fire Station in the North Fork Fire District: 

The North Fork Fire District plays a critical role in safeguarding lives, property, and natural resources across our community. As the district grows in population and infrastructure, its fire protection needs evolve as well. In recent years, call volumes have increased, equipment has aged, and staffing demands have stretched resources to their limits. To meet these challenges head-on, the district must take proactive measures.

One of the most effective steps forward is the construction of a new fire station. This facility would not simply be a new building—it would serve as the backbone of improved staffing, modern equipment deployment, and operational efficiency. Most importantly, it would help maintain or even improve the district’s Insurance Services Office (ISO) rating, which directly impacts residents’ and businesses’ insurance costs.

1. Meeting Growing Staffing Needs:
Fire protection is a people-driven service. Even the most advanced firefighting equipment cannot replace trained personnel who can assess emergencies, make rapid decisions, and take decisive action under pressure. In the North Fork Fire District, the current station configuration limits the number of staff that can be accommodated on shift. This restricts our ability to keep adequate coverage around the clock and leaves us vulnerable during periods of multiple calls or large incidents.

A new station would address these staffing challenges in several ways:
Expanded Living Quarters: Modern dormitory-style accommodations would allow for more on-duty personnel, including firefighters, emergency medical technicians (EMTs), and paramedics.

Improved Work Environment: A well-designed station supports retention and recruitment by providing safe, comfortable, and functional facilities for crews who spend 24-to-48-hour shifts on site.

Strategic Location: Placing the station in an optimal location can shorten response times, ensuring crews can reach more residents quickly and effectively.

Better staffing capacity translates directly to better outcomes, more consistent staffing,  less property damage, and faster containment of fires before they spread.

2. Upgrading and Housing Modern Equipment
The second pillar of effective fire protection is having the right equipment for the job. Firefighting tools, rescue vehicles, and specialized apparatus have advanced dramatically in recent decades. New engines carry more water, pump at higher pressures, and integrate modern communications and safety features. However, these upgrades often require larger bays, reinforced floors, and specialized storage systems that older stations simply cannot accommodate.

A new North Fork station would provide:
Adequate Apparatus Bays: Larger, drive-through bays with higher clearance would allow the district to house modern fire engines, ladder trucks, and specialized rescue vehicles without modification or compromise.

Dedicated Maintenance Areas: On-site maintenance spaces would keep vehicles and gear in top condition, reducing downtime and extending service life.

Secure Storage for Specialized Equipment: Thermal imaging cameras, hazardous materials suits, rescue tools, and other critical equipment could be organized for rapid deployment.

By creating a facility built for today’s and tomorrow’s tools, the district ensures firefighters are always ready with the best possible resources for any call.

3. Protecting the ISO Rating
The Insurance Services Office assigns communities a Public Protection Classification (PPC) rating from 1 to 10, with 1 being the best. This rating affects property insurance premiums for residents and businesses. The rating is based on several factors, including staffing levels, equipment quality, training, water supply, and—importantly—station location and coverage.

The North Fork Fire District currently benefits from a strong ISO (4) rating. However, as demand grows and facilities age, that rating could be at risk. Insufficient staffing, outdated equipment, and longer response times can all push a rating downward, potentially raising insurance costs for everyone in the district.

Building a new fire station is a direct investment in maintaining or improving the ISO score by:

Increasing on-duty staffing levels.

Reducing response times through strategic location.

Housing equipment that meets or exceeds ISO standards.

Providing the infrastructure for expanded training and record-keeping, both of which are evaluated in ISO scoring.

Maintaining a strong ISO rating not only keeps residents safer but also saves them money year after year.



4. Preparing for Future Growth and Emergencies
The North Fork area is not static. Population growth, new housing developments, and expanding commercial activity all create greater demands for fire protection services. A station built for today’s needs alone would quickly become inadequate. Instead, the district must plan for a facility that can scale with the community.

A future-ready station would:
Allow for Additional Apparatus: If call volume requires an extra engine or ambulance in the future, the station could house it without major renovations.

Support Advanced Training: On-site training spaces for live drills, medical simulations, and technical rescues would help keep skills sharp without pulling crews far from their coverage areas.

Integrate Emergency Operations Capability: In large disasters—such as wildfires, floods, or hazardous materials incidents—the station could serve as a command hub for coordination with other agencies.

By thinking ahead, the district can ensure that investments made today continue to pay dividends for decades.

5. Enhancing Community Safety and Engagement
A modern fire station is more than an operational base—it can also be a community resource. With dedicated public spaces, training rooms, and safety demonstration areas, the new North Fork station could host:

CPR and first-aid classes.

Fire prevention and home safety workshops.

Staffing and Community engagement programs.

Community meetings during emergencies or disasters.

These functions build public trust, encourage safety awareness, and strengthen the relationship between firefighters and the community they serve. Residents are more likely to support their fire district when they see it as an accessible, vital part of local life.




6. The Cost of Inaction
While the cost of constructing a new station is significant, the cost of doing nothing can be greater. Without expanded staffing capacity, equipment modernization, and improved response coverage, the district risks:

Longer Response Times: Potentially leading to greater loss of life and property.

Higher Insurance Rates: If the ISO rating drops, residents and businesses pay more every year.

Increased Wear on Crews and Equipment: Overworked personnel and overused apparatus lead to burnout, injuries, and costly repairs.

In the long run, a well-planned station can actually save money by reducing emergency losses, lowering insurance costs, and improving operational efficiency.

Conclusion
The North Fork Fire District stands at a crossroads. The demands for its personnel and equipment are increasing, and the current infrastructure cannot support the staffing levels, modern apparatus, or operational reach required to keep pace. A new fire station is not a luxury—it is a strategic necessity.

By investing in a facility that expands staffing capacity, houses state-of-the-art equipment, and positions the district to maintain or improve its ISO rating, the community ensures that its fire protection services remain strong, responsive, and cost-effective. Just as importantly, the new station will prepare the district for future growth and emergencies, while serving as a hub for public safety education and engagement.

The choice is clear: building now means building safety, efficiency, and trust for decades to come. For the North Fork Fire District and the people, it protects, the time to act is now.

Questions, please feel free to contact the North Fork Fire District.

Chief, Dave Marsella
firechief@northforkdistrictutah.gov
801-427-2797 Cell
801-225-7263 Office
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