Bicknell Town Council Meeting
Meeting minutes
Welcome/Pledge of Allegiance
Mayor Noreen Johnson called the Bicknell Town Council Meeting to order on Thursday, July 10, 2025, at 7:00 PM. Councilman Kerry Stevens led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call
Mayor Noreen Johnson conducted the roll call. Present were:
1. Gregg Anderson
1. Kerry Stevens
1. Steve Albrecht (via phone)
1. Kelsey Brinkerhoff
1. Scott Woolsey
1. Noreen Johnson (Mayor)
1. Weston Johnson
Others present were Commissioner Roger Brian, Jim Dudleston, Ellen Anderson, Laura Lasco, Ron Rock, and Katie McDonald.
Approval of Minutes
Mayor Johnson asked if everyone had a chance to review the June work meeting and regular meeting minutes.
Kerry made a motion to approve the June work meeting minutes. Gregg seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. Weston made a motion to approve the June town council meeting minutes. Kerry seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Public Comments
Mayor Johnson opened the floor for public comments. No comments were made by the public. A brief comment was made about the park looking good.
Business
a. Roger Brian- Industrial Park
Roger Brian presented plans for a proposed industrial business park near the Bicknell Community Center. He explained that about 2 years ago, they received a grant through the Governor's Office of Economic Development to develop an industrial park near the airport. However, due to high costs for water infrastructure and issues with prairie dogs, they decided to move the proposed location closer to Bicknell.
Roger presented a map showing approximately 15 lots on county property adjacent to the Community Center. He requested that Bicknell Town provide water service to the proposed development. Roger explained that the county would likely lease or possibly sell the lots to businesses for light manufacturing or other commercial uses.
Mayor Johnson and the council members discussed concerns about annexation, road maintenance, and potential tax revenue. They debated the pros and cons of annexing the area versus just providing water service. The council also considered asking for a percentage of sales tax revenue in lieu of annexation.
After extensive discussion, the council decided to take the matter under advisement and discuss it further before making a final decision on providing water service to the proposed industrial park.
b. Wayne Border- Donation
Laura Lasco presented information about a potential donation from Wayne Border for a new library building. Initially, there was discussion of a $2 million donation to purchase and renovate the Tappen house, build an addition for a library, and create a perpetual maintenance fund. However, the donation amount and terms had changed.
The current proposal involved a $1 million donation to purchase and renovate the Tappen house for use as a library, but without funds for ongoing maintenance. The council expressed concerns about taking on the responsibility and costs of maintaining the building.
Alternative ideas were discussed, including:
1. Moving the town offices into the renovated Tappen house
1. Adding onto the community center for a library
1. Using the donation for scholarships instead of a building
The council ultimately decided they could not accept the donation and take on the ongoing maintenance costs for a new library building. Mayor Johnson said she would inform Wayne Borders’ attorney of their decision.
c. Planning & Zoning Report
Jim Dudleston provided an update on recent Planning & Zoning activities:
1. The commission worked on revising the home occupation ordinance, incorporating changes discussed in the previous town council meeting.
1. They decided to combine the home occupation application with the regular business license application, adding a checkbox and additional requirements on the back of the form for home occupations.
1. The commission voted to forward the revised ordinance to the town council for approval.
1. They began reviewing the extended stay ordinance again after a few months' break.
1. Ellen recognized Katie for her years of service on the Planning and Zoning Commission.
d. WCHC Building Permit
Ron Rock presented plans for a new building at the Wayne County Health Clinic. The building will house behavioral health services, administrative offices, meeting rooms, and a two-bedroom apartment for visiting providers.
The council reviewed the building permit application and site plans. They discussed various aspects of the project, including setbacks, parking, and utilities.
 Weston made a motion to approve the building permit for the Wayne County Health Clinic. Gregg seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
e. DUP Project Update
Ellen Anderson provided an update on the daughters of Utah Pioneers (DUP) building renovation project:
1. The project started with $30,000 plus $10,000 for trees.
1. $15,570 has been spent so far on the roof and bell work.
1. The next project is repairing and refinishing the floor, estimated at $6,000.
1. Additional projects include replastering, painting, and brickwork repairs.
1. The DUP has raised additional funds through bake sales and donations, bringing their total available funds to $17,130.
Ellen requested permission to hold a bread sale fundraiser on July 26th, which the council approved.
f. Member Reports
Mayor
Mayor Johnson provided updates on several topics:
1. The well project is experiencing delays due to electrical component shortages.
1. She discussed concerns about dry spots in the town park lawn and fungus issues at the cemetery.
1. The mayor reminded council members about upcoming events, including the half-track celebration on July 19th and the summer celebration on July 26th.
Council Members
Kerry Stevens brought up concerns about speeding on 100 South and discussed potential solutions such as speed bumps or additional stop signs. The council agreed to look into the cost of rubber speed bumps as a possible solution.
Water & Maintenance
Scott Woolsey reported on various maintenance issues:
1. Mountain stream flow has dropped to 27 gallons per minute.
1. They plan to test the water flow in the river.
1. The lawnmower has been repaired.
1. The street sweeper broom has been fixed for $5,200.
1. He is still seeking bids for sidewalk work.
1. Scott asked about fertilizing certain areas of the lawn in town.
Clerical & Financial
Kelsey reported that the budget was in good shape and no adjustments were needed. Kelsey presented the council with a list of bills for the month. Gregg made a motion to pay the bills as presented. Kerry seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Miscellaneous
The council revisited the discussion about providing water to the proposed county industrial park. After further discussion, they decided to offer water service with certain conditions.
Kerry made a motion to sell water to Wayne County for the industrial park with the following stipulations: a maximum of 15 hookups for the industrial park and 1 hookup for the EMS building, to be provided as needed. Weston seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
The council also expressed interest in negotiating with the county to extend the water line to the cemetery as part of the agreement.
Closed Session as permitted by Utah Code Annotated Section 52-4-205(1)(a)
There was no closed session held during this meeting.
Adjournment
Mayor Johnson adjourned the meeting.









