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July 2, 2025
                                  Regular Meeting Minutes
 
Town Council Members Present: Mayor Brenda Christensen- Presiding, Don Sant-, Scott Solum-, Jim Brown-, Marc Mair.

Staff: Planner-Brian Preece, Clerk-Karen Mair, Public Works-Justin Hooper.

Public: David Hendricksen, Jan Abert Wilson, Bob Kowallis, Alan Brown, Michael Bauer, Nicole and Ian Ferguson, Scott Keller, Stephanie and Brett Carlson, Kay Shean, Wade Webster, Stan Mair, Holly Mair, Jessica and Justin Shepherd, Dillon Loree, Renee Green, Janet Winters, Jamit Hewlett, DeVaughn Guymon  
	

Meeting called to order: 7:00 p.m. 
Pledge of Allegiance: Don Sant
Opening Prayer: Brent Price

Approval for Meeting Minutes for June 5, 2025– Mayor Christensen asks if all the members have had a chance to read through the minutes and if so, she will accept a motion.  Scott Solum makes a motion to approve the minutes for June 5, 2025. Don Sant seconds the motion. Voting is unanimous. The minutes are approved as written.

Financials for June 2025 – Mayor Christensen asks the council if they had all reviewed the financials for June 2025. With no questions the mayor calls for a motion Don Sant makes a motion to approve the financials for June 2025. Scott Solum seconds the motion. Voting is unanimous. Financials are approved for June 2025.

Public Comment:
Layne Kabonic- About referendums, he reads from the state land use codes. He indicated to the audience that if there is an item that is voted on, like the sewer, it would take 35 percent of the registered voters to make a referendum for the ballot. Brian states that it would only be on legislative items like zone changes. Items that are on administrative level would not be included. 
Scott Keller stated that he is trying to put together a meet the candidate night and has decided that July 16, 2025, at 7:00 pm will be the best night to have this. 
Brent Price asked about the speed at 2400 South. This has become an issue. The mayor stated that we have been in contact with the police chief and have told them about the hot spots. We have also installed new speed limit signs. 
Jim Steele stated that when the storage units were approved, it was decided that there would not be any vehicles stored at that facility. There are vehicles there and we ask that the town look into this matter. 
Lynnie Casper asked if there is a study of the impact that the town would incur if the 100 acres were to be developed. Brian stated that the town had a study done 4 years ago. It was never adopted. She also stated that Heber City has already started annexation of the 100 acres. The mayor stated that we have an agreement with Heber that they will not annex past 2400 South. 

Cost Estimate for the New Shop Building- The mayor indicated that the reason we need another shop is that the new truck does not fit in the shop we have now. We need a place to store it when it has road salt in the back that isn’t wet or frozen. We have an estimated cost between $80,000 and $90,000. This does not include concrete and setup. The mayor asks the council what their thoughts are on this. Scott Solum wants to wait a year. Don asks what we can do now to protect it for now. Scotts feel that keeping it where it is now will work. Marc states that when the salt is in it won’t fit. Scott wants to put a cover for that frame that is out there now to cover the excavator. Scott wants to do it ourselves. He feels that there are enough people that would be willing to help. Jim feels that we need to wait a year. Don feels that if it is out of the elements we can wait. Marc agrees with Don. Scott wants to have a community effort in erecting the structure. Scott Solum volunteers to get the estimates for the supplies. 


Cost Estimates for the Widening of the road on 3000 South for the Soldier Hollow School Project
The mayor asks the question that if the school will be helping pay for this project. The council feels that they should help. Jim states that the Chamber may be able to help. Wes Johnson states that there is a bid from the contractors that is helping Midway. They are willing to extend the pricing for this project. The cost estimate is $39,250 to do this project. Don Sant is taking charge of contacting the school. A motion was made by Scott Solum to approve the road expansion if the school agrees to pay half of the cost. Jim Brown seconded the motion. 

[bookmark: _Hlk201827385]A roll call vote was cast. The results are as follows.


[bookmark: _Hlk205384379]			                                           Aye		Nay		Absent

Council Member – Marc Mair        	                    X                                                           		      
Council Member – Don Sant 	   	                    X				      		
Council Member – Scott Solum 	      	       X				      
Council Member – Jim Brown 		       X   
Mayor - Brenda Christensen 			       X        	          				      

Voting was unanimous.  The motion carries.

Resolution 2025-08 Adoption of the 2025 Tax Rate.

Brain indicates that the county looks at what revenue we made last year on property taxes. Generally, the property value goes up and the tax rate goes down to equal it so that the town doesn’t get any more revenue because of the increase in property values. The only way to get and increase is to do that yourself and have a public hearing. It’s called truth in taxation. What we are doing here is accepting the tax rate that the county has set for this year so that we do not receive any more revenue. 
Scott Solum makes the motion to accept Resolution 2025-08 Adoption of the 2025 Tax Rate. Jim Brown seconded the motion. 
A roll call vote was cast. Results are as follows:
			                                           Aye		Nay		Absent

Council Member – Marc Mair        	                    X                                                           		      
Council Member – Don Sant 	   	                    X				      		
Council Member – Scott Solum 	      	       X				      
Council Member – Jim Brown 		       X   
Mayor - Brenda Christensen 			       X        	          				      

Voting was unanimous.  The motion carries.

Re-Adoption of Ordinance 2025-01 Binggeli Rock Annexation
Brain stated that the Lt Governor’s office has requested that we readopt the 2025-01 ordinance to finish the annexation process. This was a non-typical case in such that we had to stop and start this process because of several different issues. We had different dates where items were approved and then we changed some of the agreements for the fencing and reapproved that the Governor’s office wanted one final date. Nothing in the ordinance is changing, just the adoption date. 
Scott Solum makes the motion to readopt 2025-01 Binggeli Rock Annexation. Don Sant seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried.

Emergency Preparedness
It was brought up in the last meeting concerning emergency preparedness. The mayor would like someone that is willing to stay in touch with county and help with notifying the residents when there is an emergency. Michael Bauer volunteered to be that person.

Resolution 2025-09 Statewide Firework Ban-
Troy Morgan stated that with higher temperatures and low moisture levels, the risk is even greater. The state has decided to extend the ban to a larger area. The boundary in Charleston has been extended to anything south of HWY 189. This will not affect the fireworks that the town does for the Pioneer Day. 
Don Sant makes the motion to accept Resolution 2025-09 Statewide Firework Ban. Marc Mair seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried.

Discussion of a possible Hydroponics Farm
Don states that this is discussion only. We have a person in our community that would like to do a hydroponic farm. They want to restore the property to its original state. They want to grow products that are all natural and plan to plant orchards. I will work with Brian on the zoning and see if this is even allowed or feasible. 
[bookmark: _Hlk194400441]		
Discussion on the Sewer Agreement
The mayor states that this was talked about in the last meeting and we wanted to give the community a chance to voice their opinions. This contract was to service the area that we have designated for commercial use that occupies the 100 acres on HWY 189. I want to make it clear that I do not want high or medium density. We want it to be an area where we could generate tax revenue for the town. The line would only go to 3000 South. We have an option of either going forward with the contract or we can cancel the contract, and Heber would be able to annex that area into their boundaries. Brain states that there is a huge water issue that needs to be addressed as well. We will allow comments, but they will be limited to 3 minutes. 
Jim Steele- We moved here 4 years ago, and our first time here was about this sewer and these 100 acres that are in question. We would be greatly impacted by this decision. We bought 30 acres to stop this from happening. The same thing happened when the storage units went in and everyone said that it was Alan Brown and to let him do what he wanted. Now we have storage units there. We have been to Heber, and they will welcome us into their area. We are asking Charleston to not hold us hostage. If you don’t want to develop then let it go so, we can move forward. We don’t want to have more storages units. 
Jan Wilson- The Steeles would like to build a nice area with charming stores that would help generate revenue for the town. If they are willing to install the sewer in to develop then why wouldn’t the town let them.
Bruce The town could adopt a TOT tax. How can you run a city without tax 
Lane Kabonic- I applaud the fact that the council was able to resolve the issue of the maintenance shed. People move here because they want rural life but then want to change it. Classic New York and California mentality. 
Greg Petersen The document is not good for the town. You need to get this document right before we move forward. 
Jana Brown-The chamber has access to grants that can help offset the cost for some of these items. 
Brenda Gemmell, I feel that we need to take control of the area otherwise we won’t have any say in how that area is developed. I suggest that we form some committees that can help do some of these issues that require a lot of time. 
Dave Hendricksen- If we sign the agreement, would the residents be responsible for the costs. 
Jeremy Taylor- He feels that there are ways to get water in the area. The issue is the sewer. I work for a company that does package plants for sewer. There are alternatives to sewer. 
Shawn Taylor- I like having committees to help with some of these issues. I think Jeremy’s ideas are viable. 
Close public comment period. 
The council has agreed to give Jeremy until next meeting to bring someone or some information about the independent plant option. They decide to hold off on the contract with Heber until Jeremy brings more information about the alternative systems while preparing to renegotiate the agreement. There will not be any binding agreement until all options are evaluated. 
The mayor states that if we build our own sewer plant it will be run by the HVSSD. 




Staff Reports: – Justin Hooper –Apex has completed the first part of the cleanup at the cemetery; they will come back in the fall to plant the flowers. The park is open for rentals. Dave and I have taken down the baseball back stop. I have installed all the new signs. We had the pine tree at the park removed as well. What do you want to do with the parking lot where the roots have heaved the pavement. Dave Hendricksen-nothing, Brian Preece-. Brian introduces John Jansen; he has been contracted through the Mountainland Association of Governments. He outlined a 9–12-month process to update Charleston’s General Plan. 
 The plan will incorporate community input through meetings and surveys, addressing scenarios with and without sewer system. It avoids specific environmental impact reports but includes aspirational goals. The cost Charleston will pay is $5000.00 for an $80,000.00 project, funded largely by a state planning grant. 
[bookmark: _Hlk194571286] Karen Mair –We have another planning commission for a subdivision. We are trying to get the Binggeli annexation finished. I have been printing a lot of flyers for the pioneer day. I have had quarterlies due as well. Marc Mair–nothing, Scott Solum –We have had a lot of people to volunteer for the celebration. Big thank you to everyone. A volleyball team is going to pass out the breakfast flyers. Mayor Christensen- I have an application for someone that wants to come and work for the town to help Justin. There are a lot of things that he doesn’t have time to get done. Brian asks if this has been advertised.  The mayor states that it has not been. The council feels that there needs to be a project list and see if there is a need for one. I would like to thank everyone for coming and giving their input. Jim Brown-I have spoken to Apex, and they are going to do some more work on the hill side, and I have been with Justin at the park and feel things are looking well. - Don Sant- I have been working with Brian and Clayton to get the town adequately represented in the contract. I will be working with the school to get them to pay half of the road fee.


Marc Mair makes a motion to adjourn Jim Brown seconds the motion.

Meeting adjourned at 10:30 p.m. 

Submitted by Karen Mair – Clerk\Recorder




