Emery County Public Lands Meeting
November 4, 2014
10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

Present:  
PLC:  Ed Geary, Bruce Wilson, Mistie Christiansen, Rod Player, Sherrel Ward, Chuck Semborski
PLC Staff:  Ray Petersen, Tammy Tucker

Public:  Phil Fauver, Jonathan Hunt, James Thomas, Wayne Ludington, Scott Jackson, Kelsey Berg, John Anderson, Garrick Hall, Bryan Torgerson, Kristi Maxwell, Paul Cowley, Laurel Nielsen, Marc Stilson, Nathan Owens, Justin Hart, Ken Theis, Commissioner Nelson, Darren Olsen, Jessica Grow, Hannah Lockhart

Excused:  
1. Welcome:  Ed welcomed everyone and opened meeting.  
2.  Approval of Minutes:  Rod Player made motion to accept the October 7, 2014 PLC Meeting Minutes as corrected, seconded by Mistie Christiansen, motion carried. 
3.  Chairman Comments:  Ed mentioned that it is Election Day and encouraged everyone to get out and vote.  
4.  County Commission Report on Land Use Bill (Daggett County Announcement):  Commissioner Nelson reported that at the Huntington Creek Users Meeting that several people from the council have been appointed to committees – Sherrel Ward, Ed Geary, Ray Petersen and himself.  This is a plan for all the users of Huntington Creek and is spearheaded by the Conservation District.  
Commissioner Nelson stated that the Daggett County Public Land Initiative proposal is interesting because it follows Emery County’s format.  He has three pages he can send electronically that covers it.  He gave a synopsis:  it is developed for the Economic Development and it involves some SITLA land trades, removal of a small portion of wilderness study area creating wilderness area, it involves a ton of agencies but the interesting thing is that the Staff from Congressman Bishops, Governor Herbert, SITLA, leaders from conservation organizations including SUWA, Grand Canyon Trust, Wilderness Society, Natural Resource Defense Council and the Sierra Club have worked to finalize the Daggett County proposal.  These people have tremendous political sway so you have to include them as we have to get our lands initiative to move forward.  It addresses a lot of issues – conservation area, wild & scenic river designation, RS 2477 roads, opens motorized travel, establishes routes within wilderness areas and conservation area and it is also going to open one route in Dutch John.  The bottom line on this is that America’s Red Rock Wilderness Act is that environmental parties agree to ask Congressional sponsors to remove Daggett County from America’s Red Rock Wilderness Act.  He views this as a success as he would view Utah being exempted from the Antiquities Act. He also noted that both Wyoming and Alaska are exempted from this act. He thinks it would be great to have Emery County removed from the Red Rock Wilderness area which is a 1.5 million acre proposal of wilderness and is approximately 500,000 acres in our land use bill.
5.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 
Division of Water Rights (DWRi):  Marc reported that the Huntington debris basin continues to move along and they hope to make their deadline of November 15th.  In regards to Shoemaker Wash Dam, with some mitigation, hope to put in a debris basin.  It was reconstructed but was 
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washed out about ten years ago at Desert Lake.  It breached the flood event and has been drawing empty since it breached and part of the mitigation for the debris basin was to reconstruct it to provide some wetlands again.  It has been done and it looks good.  
They received an application that was recently approved by the Division of Wildlife Resources for a small pond located across from Fullers Bottom and is associated with some old wells that PacifiCorp or Utah Power & Light drilled back in the 80’s and one of them has artesian pressure on it.  They hope to stock some endangered fish for relocating in the San Rafael River.  
Orangeville City has a stream alteration in place and they want to do some work around the bridge to help with the flood problems that they have had there.  
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM):  None
Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR):  Justin reported that their officers and biologist ran down the bear that had been frequenting the area around Elmo and tried to dart it a couple of times in the rear quarter but it didn’t work so it was euthanized.  Afterwards when they got to looking saw that it had a real thick layer of fat on its rump, which is unusual, and that is why the dart did not penetrate the muscle to work effectively.  
Their officers have a couple of cases they are taking to the county attorney.  
They had the Pheasant Hunt out at Desert Lake and the Huntington Game Farm this past weekend and sounds like it went really well.  
In regards to a problem they had in the past with the late season elk hunt over near the Huntington Power Plant, there has been some people accessing some private property from the Stump Flat area and hunting in there.  The area is posted for no trespassing and is also firearm restricted.  
Last weekend they had a Bighorn Sheep watch out at Nash Wash.  On November 8th they are going to have a 3-gun shoot in Emery with firearms and ammo being provided.  On November 12th they will have a Hunters Education Instructor course in Price to train new Hunting 
Education Instructors and will be a four night course.  
On December 6th there will be a Bighorn Sheep watch.  They will meet at the John Wesley Powell Museum at eight in the morning and Brent would like everyone to pre-register for this event.  Please call their office and ask for Brent and he will get you signed up.  

They just finished a lot of their fall gill netting surveys.  They surveyed Joes Valley, Scofield, Cleveland, Mammoth and Electric Lake.  They saw a lot of quality fish at all the sites.  There was one thing that was disappointing in that they found some Chubs in Mammoth Reservoir.  They were 6-7 inches in length and are a terrible fish to mix with a trout fishery.  
They completed some work that they do with PacifiCorp Energy every fall.  They sampled a couple of sites in Huntington Creek one in the fire area and one right below Electric Lake dam.  Right below the dam and about a mile or two down there is still a lot of fish and a lot of good fishing opportunity for folks but from that point down it is still pretty rough looking.  They sampled around the Old Folks Flat area and didn’t find one fish anywhere and thinks that it might be another couple of years before they can get some fish back in that area.  They did 
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some sampling below Joes Valley and Straight Canyon Creek to sample for Tiger Muskee 
escapement and one of things the US Fish & Wildlife Service required of them when stocking Tiger Muskee in Joes Valley was to make sure they stayed there.
In regards to their Aquatics Invasive Species work, it is really slowing down as people are putting their boats away for the year.  They were busy this year and their officers spent a lot of time working down at Lake Powell on the boat ramp at Bullfrog talking to as many people as possible so they could tell them to drain the water out of their boat and to educate them on the problem.  Nate handed out a form that summarized how this program went for each of the lakes in the county this year.
School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA):  Bryan reported that SITLA continues to be engaged with the Land Use effort with Emery County as needed and is working with the other counties as well.  In July they sold an 80 acre parcel in the Green River Industrial Park and are working with Mike to possibly sell another two parcels totaling about 800 acres.  
He appreciated Mistie contacting them about the Huntington Creek Watershed plan and they plan on participating.  Ron from their Richfield Office will be attending the meetings.  They had their Fall Land Auction and had four parcels with none being in Emery County that sold.  Also, in October they had their mineral lease offering and all four parcels or units in the Walker Flat area sold.  Overall, the Mineral Leasing Program with the competitive bids brought in about 1.5 million dollars.  

Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF):  Darren introduced Jessica Grow the new Recreation Specialist in their office and he asked everyone to take the opportunity to get to know her and work with her in various things as trails, recreation, etc.  
There has been some discussion and information about the log jams up Huntington Canyon. They have put in a log structure where the right and left hand fork of Huntington Creek meet to help if the log jam ever breaks and it will be another spot to help catch the debris before it hits the road.  Range amendment is on everyone’s radar and there has been some meetings going on but he does not have any new information to present from the FS standpoint.
Christmas tree sales start the Monday before Thanksgiving and their wood permits close on November 30th.  They continue to work on various projects including trails.

Mark Pentecost, the new supervisor. will hopefully attend this meeting next month.

Utah Grazing Improvement Program (GIP):  None
Utah State Parks & Recreation:  Jon stated that last week they held their State Parks Board Meeting in Green River.  They went out to Goblin Valley the following day so all of their Parks Board is now familiar with Goblin Valley and some of the proposals that they have for it.  
The Goblin Valley staff in their Region Office continues talks with the county and BLM and it is going forward as they try to figure out exactly what they want.  

Huntington and Millsite did phenomenally in September and have almost doubled last year’s revenue.  His goal is that maybe next year Huntington and Millsite, individually, will make more than Scofield which is a big deal.  Fishing at Millsite is really good.  They are going to start turning the water off so if you want to go camping at either Huntington or Millsite the water will 
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be shutoff in about a week or two.  They are switching to their snow grooming program and are marking the trails with none of the trails changing for this winter.  
Washington Delegation Staff:  Kelsey from Congressman Chaffetz’s office reported that in regards to the Land Use Bill that San Juan had their public meetings last week. They have three proposals that their lands group has put together.  Last week they had meetings and open houses in Monument Valley, Blanding and Bluff. Tomorrow and Thursday night they have open houses in Monticello and LaSal and next Monday they have an open house in Aneth.  Their comment period ends November 30th and most of their comments are in favor of Alternative A which would divert a lot of the land designations to more of the Cedar Mesa area and they are working with getting Navajos on board.  Alternative A has more land designated than the Greater Canyonlands would designate whether it is an NCA or Wilderness.  Both Uintah and Carbon counties are now looking at a proposal and are starting to put working groups together.  
Tomorrow they will be attending a meeting in a response to the grazing plans on the Manti-LaSal along with the six county AOG in Richfield and will report next month how that went.  Mistie stated that she and Commissioner Nelson will be attending the meeting.  
Their staff met with Chief Tom Tidwell from the Forest Service and he was very supportive of the local level and he knows Utah.  He is very supportive of timber sales, fire suppression, and making sure those things happen and are happy with the relationship they have with him.
Hannah from Senator Lee’s office reported that Congress is looking at going back into session next week and thinks that this session, until the end of the year, will be determined on what happens today during the Elections.  
A bill coming up for re-authorization that the treasury sees as a priority is on the docket for next week.  
Next year at the beginning of the next Congress, Senator Lee’s office is looking at re-introducing a lot of pieces of legislation that has stalled in committee this past Congress.  Those include the Endangered Species Act Reform, Catastrophic Wildfire Bill, and other forestry issues dealing with timber sales, Energy Subsidy Reform Bill, grazing improvement legislation, Carbon Emissions Fuel put out the EPA which will affect both Carbon and Emery counties, and the Waters of the US Rule.  
The Senator is also looking at reintroducing some legislation dealing with privacy concerns for electronic privacy as well as general privacy concerns that individuals have, immigration legislation, and consumer protection legislation.  Next year they are looking at staying on Energy and Natural Resources.  
PILT is still a big priority and they are hoping to get something the beginning of January or into February or March that would make PILT mandatory spending and make it its own piece of legislation so that it is not held hostage by any other spending reform. They want to see the counties be adequately compensated for the money they lose in regards to revenue that they are not able to tax.  Commissioner Nelson stated that 10.3% of Emery County’s revenue comes from PILT and 8% of the county generates 10 million dollars and 92% generates less than 3 million and it would help if we can get PILT.  
Bureau of Land Management (BLM):  Chris reported that right after Thanksgiving they will start selling their Christmas trees.  The AML project is continuing and they just did most of Copper 
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Globe.  He has taken some pictures and will get those to Ray to share.   Some closures have been completed in the Buckhorn Draw and they did a great job.  
This next Saturday for National Public Lands Day, there is a grand opening on Moore Road.  There is going to be radio and TV out there at a cultural site – Snake Rock and they are also going to incorporate a fossil track that is about a 100 meters down the road as part of an interpretative plan for that site.   
Currently, there is a road inventory going on down by Capital Reef doing the GPS for roads in the area.  
6.  Additional Issues from Council Members:  Sherrel stated that October is the start of the new water year and it is one of the driest on record.  The positive is the carryover in the reservoirs - one of the highest on record.  The water year has turned out to be an excellent water year much better than anyone expected.  
Mistie stated in regards to the watershed plan, she appreciates those of you who are willing to step up and help and in regards to the grazing review from the Forest Service, she also appreciates the county’s help with that.  They have met three times as grazers including grazers on the Fish Lake and Sanpete sheep grazers that graze on the Manti.  They have formed a committee and asked for a representative from each allotment and that committee requested that she, Commissioner Nelson, Slate and Mike Roush review the forest plan and bring back to the original committee their recommendation whether we ask the FS to amend the FS plan or leave it alone and the recommendation of the committee was to strongly discourage the FS from amending the forest plan and will see where it goes.

7.  Concerned Citizens:  John Anderson stated that he does not have anything against the expansion of Goblin Valley as there are no mineral deposits in this area.  If it was to expand to the south all that is dry desert but to expand it into the San Rafael swell there are deposits there that would be lost.  
8.  Adjourn:  Bruce Wilson made motion to adjourn, seconded by Sherrel Ward, meeting adjourned. 
12-2-14 – Minutes approved as recorded.
