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Summit County Public Art Advisory Board Budget Presentation 
121.1.14 
 
Kimball Junction is the face of Summit County; the part of the county that determines the first 
impression for the greatest number of people. 

Right now, because Kimball Junction and the surrounding areas are growing so quickly, and thus 
becoming very important, we want to use public art to create a welcoming and user friendly destination 
for residents, businesses and visitors.   

Our thinking about public art has broadened to see public art as the solution to specific problems, to 
focus on functional art, not just pretty pictures, and to see art as a destination driver for increased 
tourism and commerce. 

Over the next few years, this Board wants to work on solving problems in support of the Departments 
of Planning and Economic Development, the Snyderville Basin Planning Commission, and staff 
members Pat Putt and Leslie Crawford. 

With the help of the Council, we plan to use public art to contribute to the economic development of 
Kimball Junction and to humanize an area that is seen as very utilitarian. We envision public art in the 
new transportation center, the bus shelters, the walkways, the trails and the roundabouts.   

We want to use public art in all these locations to: 

• encourage economic growth and attract more high tech/high touch employers 

• be the means of wayfinding between the different neighborhoods in Kimball Junction, 

• create a of sense of identity and enhance people’s sense of place 

• help encourage mass transit and take the stigma out of riding the bus. For example, everyone 
will want to ride the Art Bus around Kimball Junction. 

• resolve traffic and parking issues in other parts of the County by making the new Transit 
Center, and Kimball Junction in general, an art destination. 

• Encourage and enhance walkability. 
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As you think over the options generated by the recent transportation consultants’ report, and as you 
plan for future growth and economic development, we want to work alongside you. 

To do this, we have to plan for a phased approach of problem-solving through public art. This year, 
we're asking the Council to dedicate $78,000 for the development of a long-range public art plan that 
supports the County’s transportation initiatives.  

Part of this money will be saved – we want to establish a fund that will pay for significant public art 
installations. And let us remind you again we are especially focused on functional art – art that serves a 
purpose, whether it’s wayfinding, or getting people out of their cars and moving them around the 
Junction and the rest of the County.  

Ideally, like many of the best communities you have seen on City Tour, we recommend that the County 
devote 1% of all County capital improvement budgets to public art.  We support that approach because 
it has worked well in so many resort communities and urban re-development projects. 

Without that policy, we are recommending that the County begin to set aside money from the General 
Fund now for public art projects in the next three years. With $21,000 saved this year, $78,500 next 
year, and $90,000 the year after that, we will have about $190,000 to spend on public art when the 
anticipated Transit Center is built. 

In addition, as you can tell from the budget we have presented, the Public Art Advisory Board has 
applied and will continue to apply for grants to support the installation of public art. Most of these 
grants require matching funds.   

Thank you for your attention.  We're very excited to begin to make Summit County an inspired and 
cohesive community that that is a wonderful place to live and an example for other resort communities. 

 

2015 Projects 
 

Public Art Planning for Kimball Junction 

Summit County Artscape. The installation of Flying Objects in participating communities of Coalville 
and Kamas. See flyer next page for a summary of this program. 

Summit County Fine Arts Collection – Cataloging and Traveling Exhibit of 25+ works of art with RAP 
Tax grant funding. 

Pianos for All – Administration 

Budgeting and Funding Support for Art in Kimball Junction (see budget last page) 
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