HATCH TOWN BOARD MEETING

March 19, 2025

Town Board:    Mayor Kerry Barney, Gary Goble, Janell Barney, Kurt Sawyer & Jon Spendlove
Staff:  Jacie Torgersen and Tyler Mendenhall
Public:   Brett Burrows, Scot Walter, Tyler Mackaben and Elaine Baldwin

1. Meeting Called to Order
	The meeting began at 7pm with an opening prayer offered by Jacie Torgersen and everyone saying the pledge.

8. Public Input
The time was turned over to Elaine Baldwin who is the county representative in planning America’s 250th birthday for 2026.  Garfield county has a committee and she would like the town to come up with someone from Hatch to be on the committee.  Some other ideas that they are working on is to walk 250 miles during the year and hikes/walks will be organized to do this.  There will be quilt contest to display the 250th birthday and those quilts will be on display at the courthouse throughout the year.  She would like to town to have a banner telling about the celebration and would like the town to come up with somewhere to put it and there will be some funding for it.  She would also like the town to make the 4th of July a bigger celebration than normal next year.  The committee will meet again in May if the town can have someone for the committee by then.

Scot Walter came to see if the town would give him a letter for moving a lot line.  The planning and zoning already reviewed his proposal and Mr. Walter brought a map for the council to review.  The only thing the town needs to address is to make sure that set back requirements are met when the lots lines are changed.  He is wanting to change the lots lines because some of his leech line is going on to the other property.  The council reviewed the map and said the requirements were met so they would issue a letter for him to take to the county.

2. Approval of February 19, 2025 Minutes
	Council Sawyer motioned to approve the minutes and Councilor Barney 2nd the motion, the vote was unanimous.

3. Review February Invoices, checks & financial report/budget
	Councilor Sawyer motioned to approve February expenditures and Councilor Spendlove 2nd the motion, the vote was unanimous.

4. Public Hearings
5. Petitions, Remonstrations and Communications
	5.1 Hatch Town irrigation water share lease
The town has 22.5 shares of irrigation water that they have leased out for the past 5 years.  The lease is up this year.  Kurt Sawyer leased out the water last time.  Mr. Sawyer suggested that since it is a drought year maybe the town shouldn’t lease it out and they should just let that water be split among the shareholders so that there will be more water in the ditch.  Councilor Spendlove feels that the town should put it up for bid.  The council decided to move forward with putting the water up for bid, bids will be due April 3rd with a minimum bid starting at $2,000.

	5.2 2025 Emergency response plan
Councilor Sawyer motioned to approve the emergency response plan and Councilor Goble 2nd the motion, the vote was unanimous.  The town hall is listed as the command center instead of the fire station.  It was mentioned that the fire station would need to have internet to be the command center.

	5.3 Blackburn propane lease
The lease actually goes from 2021-2026 to it is not up until next year so that will give the council some time to make some decisions about what they would like to do with the property.

6. Ordinances
7. Report of Officers - boards - committees
	7.1 Water Department - Water Usage
271,000 gallons of water was used from well #5 for February 2025.

		7.1.a Rural water report
Tyler Mendenhall met with someone representing the department of homeland security and they are going to come do the evaluation of Hatch Town on May 20th.  There is funding available for physical equipment such as security cameras etc. so the town will start with the evaluation and see what is available.  At the rural water conference he also met with Tyler Moore who could be a new possible SCADA representative who lives in southern Utah.  Mr. Mendenhall will also be meeting with him.  Legislature was passed requiring a flow meter off the water tank by 2030 so the town needs to plan on getting one.

There was an error code of 55D on the pump panel that the water department is trying to figure out.  This code caused things to shut down which put the water below 9 feet in the water tank causing the red light to come one.  They were able reset things and get the code to go away so that everything was up and running again.  They are going to try and contact an electrician to see if they can figure out what the code means.  There was also a leak on the valve in the chlorine building that has been repaired.

Scot Walter wanted to know if the town know of grant money that they can apply for to help with the piped irrigation water in town.  It is something the town can look into but they are not aware of anything at this time.  When the pressurized irrigation system started the town deeded over their old water system to do that, it was suggested that that may be a possibility again when the town upgrades the water system.
	
	7.2 Fire Department
		7.2.a Fire rating – possible incentive for members
Tyler Mackaben’s insurance renewals went up $26,000 this year for his 3 properties in Hatch.  He wants to know what can be done to improve the fire rating in Hatch.  It is hard to even get insured in Hatch right now.

The town need to have 4 people get 3 hours of training quarterly.  Any time the fire department goes out they need to have at least 4 people respond.  The town needs to recruit people.  The board discussed sending out a letter and having a fire open house and barbeque and inviting people to join to lower their fire insurance and volunteer to be a part of the fire department.  Scot Walter said he would join, Brett Burows is thinking about it.  Tyler Mackaben will donate food for the barbeque and have his graphic designer help make up a flyer to send out for it.  This will be help on the regulary scheduled fire meeting on April 17th at 6pm.  A letter will be sent out to all Hatch post office boxholders.  The board would like to send them out to anyone in the Hatch fire district if we can found out what that is. 

Scot Walter wanted to know if ditches could be burned right now.  Chief Spendlove told him to do it soon before fire restrictions are put in place.  The department has new radios for the engines but just need to have them installed.  It will be about $150/engine to have them installed.

	7.3 Road Department- 
		7.3.a Asphalt bids
Mayor Barney had one bid from Spenser Asphalt to crack seal the roads in town for $13,500.  He has contacted multiple contractors but only received one reply.  Councilor Sawyer motioned to approve the bid and do some maintenance on the town’s roads and Councilor Barney 2nd the motion, the vote was unanimous.

A questions was brought up about replacing some sections of the sidewalk along highway 89 and it was decided that it is in UDOT’s right of way and their approval is needed to do it.

	7.4 Parks & Recreation-
		7.4.a Easter egg hunt
The easter egg hunt will be on the 19th at 10am.  Councilor Barney will need help stuffing the eggs, she will let everyone know when she is ready to do it.

		7.4.b Teen summer park employee – wages/hours
Mayor Barney would like to see the council set aside a certain amount for the teen employee and change the budget to reflect that.  The Mayor suggested $15/hour setting aside $5,000 for this employee.  This could be one employee or two and they could work variable hours during the week depending on what the town needed done.  Jacie Torgersen and Mayor Barney will work on getting the job posted.  Councilor Barney motioned to approve $5,000 for a seasonal teenage employee and Councilor Sawyer 2nd the motion, the vote was unanimous.

	7.5 Grants- 
		7.5.a Possible water grant for radio read meters
Jacie Torgersen contacted Rita Trick from RCAC to see if she had any leads on grants for radio read water meters.  Mayor Barney feels that the town has other things to consider for grants besides the radio read meters.

		7.5. Hatch Pickleball court grant
The Utah Outdoor Recreation grant has been submitted.  The town’s portion of the grant would be $10, 237.32 if it is awarded.  One of the selling points in writing the grant is that the town is shovel ready to begin on June 1st with the pickleball court project.  In the grant it was listed that the town would move the retaining wall, move horse shoe pits and do the dirtwork for their in kind donation and that they have the equipment available to do it.

	7.6 Planning & Zoning Commission
		7.6.a Conditional use application Mackaben Hospitality
Mackaben Hospitality submitted a conditional use permit for 5 RV sites.  The planning and zoning commission has approved it and recommends its approval with 4 conditions on the permit:
1 – Obtain a septic permit from Southwest Public Health
2 – Plumbing code is met
3- Electrical code is met
4- Permit is good for 1 year only
Council Sawyer would like one more condition added to the permit that there is a privacy fence put between the commercial and residential properties where these will be located.  Councilor Sawyer motioned to approve this application with that stipulation and Councilor Goble 2nd the motion, the vote was unanimous.

	7.7 Cemetery
8. Public Input
Chris Mendenhall will be having a meeting at the town hall tomorrow night to get public input on having a farmer’s market in Hatch.
	
9. Unfinished or New Business
Kevin Eldredge, a former mayor and councilmember has passed away.  It was suggested to get flowers and also money for his family.  Councilor Spendlove also suggested getting a brick engraved in his honor to place on the front sidewalk.  Councilor Barney motioned to give $500 to the Eldredge family with the flowers and cash and Councilor Spendlove 2nd the motion, the vote was unanimous.

The next meeting will be held on April 16th.

10. Adjournment
Councilor Barney motioned to adjourn and Councilor Spendlove 2nd the motion, the vote was unanimous.
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