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Description automatically generated]Utah Horse Racing Commission Meeting Minutes
Date: Tuesday, June 3rd, 2025
Time: 10:00am to 12:30pm
Location: Utah Department of Agriculture


Attendees: Chairman Steve McIntyre, Board Members: Dale Winterton, Kevin Birrell, Chuck Bentley, Billy Peterson, Asst. Attorney General Curtis Grow, State Veterinarian Dr. Amanda Price, Head Steward Jim Openshaw, UQHRA Rep. Angi Kellett, UQHRA Bill Shuldberg, UQHRA Joyce Mower, Phoebe White, UDAF Animal Industry Director Leann Hunting, Kortee McGee, Scotty Mann, Thane Marshall
Agenda
1. Call Meeting to Order – Steve McIntyre, Chairman 
2. Approval of Meeting Minutes (Action) 00:35:05
a. Minutes were reviewed previously in emails sent out to commission members. Motion was made by Dale to approve the meeting minutes, seconded by Kevin and approved.
3. Race Reports (Informational)
a. Dr. Amanda Price, race veterinarian 00:00:18
i. This season two horses went down on the track. They had one vet scratch. Two bleeders, 3 horses added pre-race, and one test bad and put on the vets list. A commission member was in the test barn on each race day. 
b. Kortee McGee, licensing 00:03:27
i. Scotty Mann presented licensing numbers to the commission. 304 people were licensed. 68 of the applicants applied online. Out of those, 34 got three-year licenses. Scotty mentioned that renewal letters can be sent out for the next year. 
c. Jim Openshaw, steward 00:04:52
i. The implementation of the new whip rule went well. There has been one bad test come back so far. The individual was fined $1,500, got a 3 month suspension, and 6 month suspension for the horse. The horse was put on the vet list and can only get off with a negative test taken by Dr. Price. 
ii. The commission suggested following the penalties by substance document going forward. Jim mentioned referring to other stewards for advice on rulings. Commission members would like to be involved in steward rulings in the future.
4. Introduction and Confirmation of the new Executive Director, Thane Marshall (Action) 00:36:57
a. Leann would like Thane to become the director of the Utah Horse Racing Commission. Thane introduced himself. He has extensive knowledge of racing; he is still involved in it through owning personal horse races. A motion was made by Billy to approve Thane as the new UHRC director, this was seconded by Kevin and approved by the rest of the commission. 
5. Utah workouts (Action) 00:45:21
a. Wyoming’s commission sent a letter to Utah stating they wouldn’t accept Utah workouts unless we follow specific criteria. Steve and members of the public took on this project and performed proper works. In May, Wyoming updated their information and decided they weren’t accepting any Utah or Idaho works after a specific date. As a result, from Wyoming’s actions the Beaver UT racetrack did not do their annual races for fear of repercussions. 
b. Many suggestions were made by various members including:
i. Starting schooling racing in Southern Utah
ii. Review Equibase controls and regulations
1. Send a letter to Equibase clearing up who has access to the system, which tracks and training centers are allowed.
a. Training centers don’t need to be sanctioned by AQHA to run works.
iii. Participate in meetings with UHRC, UQHRA, members of the public, members of the Wyoming commission.
iv. Billy asked Angi to send out a poll to horsemen seeing their opinions on racing in Southern Utah.
v. UHRC still perform workouts but have one or two people who have access to Equibase and who enter in works, have licensed clockers, identifiers, and starters. 
vi. Ultimately it comes down to if UHRC doesn’t want to act, take over workouts, have UQHRA or horseman take it over.
c. In the end, Steve made the proposal to get a small group together to create a sit-down meeting with Wyoming to discuss Utah workouts. UQHRA should select two people to represent them and have members of the Southern Utah Racing Commission, maybe Idaho, and any other members of the public. Once the meeting takes place further options can be discussed. 
i. 02:23:44 Billy turned the proposal into a motion, Dale seconded it, and it was unanimously approved.
6. Public Meetings Training – Leann Hunting & Curtis Grow 00:28:36
a. Leann and Curtis reviewed GRAMA and open meeting acts. Conflict of interest disclosure forms were explained and signed by those in attendance. Those who aren’t there in person will be emailed a form. 
7. Board Roundtable 
a. 02:26:33 Curtis will look at the time frame UHRC has to appeal a steward ruling. Most commission members are not interested in relooking at the penalty given by the stewards. 
8. Public Comment
a. 02:31:08 Jim suggested to ensure we were looking at the same person for fines in past years.
b. 02:34:56 Bill pointed out that UQHRA has heard from the horsemen and they need UHRC’s help and support. Bill also mentioned he will bring up what the commission discussed in the next UQHRA meeting.
9. Adjourn 02:36:06
a. Motion to adjourn made by Dale, seconded by Kevin, approved. Meeting adjourned.
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