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Salt Lake County Children’s Justice Center

ADVISORY BOARD MEETING
Monday, May 19, 2025



AGENDA – Brandon Turner

1. Welcome members and guests 
2. Roll call 
3. Approval of the minutes 
4. Public comment 
5. CJC staff and program update
6. Friends nonprofit report
7. Forensic Interviews refresher
10. Other business



Roll Call, Minutes, Public Comment

•Roll Call
• Welcome board members and guests

•Approval of the minutes 
• Proposed edits
• Motion to approve
• Vote

•Public Comment



CJC Staff and Program Update – 

We are excited for our two new Victim Services Coordinators 
at CJC South and Child and Family Specialist at CJC North 
joining the team!

• Kristy Morris- Victim Services Coordinator (CJC South)
• Previously a Youth Worker with Youth Services.   

• Sarah Brasher- Victim Services Coordinator (CJC South)
• Previously a Child and Family Specialist at CJC North   

• Courtney Nay- Child and Family Specialist (CJC South)
• Recently graduated and completed internship with Survivor and Victim Services with 

the DA’s office



CJC South Renovations:
Medical Exam Room:



CJC South Renovations:
MH Specialist, Medical, and Manager Offices:  



CJC South Renovations:
Concrete slab and new shed :  



CJC Mental Health Specialist Update: 
• Number of Children and Caregivers Served

Since January 27th, the Mental Health Therapist has coordinated with 38 parents/caregivers via phone or in person 
to support connection with community and/or mental health services.
• Direct Services to Children: 3 children have been directly served by the Mental Health Therapist who were struggling with active 

suicidal ideation. 

• Referrals to Long-Term Therapy
• 100% of families served at the CJC were provided with referral information for therapy. Out of all the families that 

were provided this information:
• Direct Referrals: 9 families were directly referred to long-term therapy.
• Indirect Referrals: An additional 14 families were referred to an agency on the approved provider list. These 

families either preferred to make contact independently or did not respond to follow-up about a direct referral.

MH Specialist will continue to work on the following :
• Improving data tracking and metrics
•  Relationships with Linked Providers to ensure all families receiving mental health services are being tracked and followed-up on. 
• Increasing number of linked providers 
• MH/CJC Training with Linked Providers 
• OnSite Skills Groups 



Friends Nonprofit Items
• $188,000+ raised through the Giving Machines this holiday 

season to support the CJC program.

• Approximately $6,500 raised in April for 
Child Abuse Prevention Month.



Question 
Types in the 
Forensic 
Interview



What is a Forensic Interview

A forensic interview of  a child is a developmentally sensitive and 
legally sound method of    gathering factual information regarding 
allegations of  abuse or exposure to violence.  This interview is 
conducted by a competently trained, neutral professional utilizing 
research and practice-informed techniques as part of  a larger 
investigative process.
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“Allowing children 
to talk about what 
they’ve 
experienced in 
their own words.”



Child Forensic 
Interviewing: 
Best Practices



Understanding Memory:
Recall vs. Recognition
Recall - Tapping into recall memory, 
prompting the child to recall specific 
details and narrative from experienced 
events.

Recognition – Responses that recognize 
memory details based on options 
provided to the child by the interviewer. 



Recall vs. Recognition Prompts

16

Recall prompts are open-ended, inviting the child to 
tell everything he or she remembers in his or her own 
words; such prompts have been shown to increase 
accuracy (Lamb, Orbach, Hershkowitz, Horowitz, and 
Abbott, 2007; Lamb et al., 2008). Open-ended 
questions encourage children to elaborate and to 
include salient details without significant input from 
the interviewer, who should use them throughout the 
interview. 
Recognition prompts may elicit greater detail once 
the child has exhausted his or her capability for 
narrative or when a child cannot comprehend a more 
open-ended question. The risk of using recognition 
prompts is that they may elicit responses that are less 
accurate or potentially erroneous if the child feels 
compelled to reach beyond his or her stored memory.
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Best Practice In 
a Forensic 
Interview  
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• Increases accuracy
• Decreases Suggestibility 

Majority of 
questions should 
be open-ended 

• Thorough and detailed
• Sequence of events

Exhausting 
Narrative

• Building trust and rapport
• Comfortable experience

Conversational

• Structure 
• Flexibility

Follow Guidelines
 



Questions?

Dusty Schumacher
385-285-2660
dschumacher@saltlakecounty.gov



Other Business
• Other trainings or information that 

the board would like regarding the 
CJC

• Anything else?
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