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Kelly Pehrson, Interim Commissioner, Utah Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF), UCC Chair 

Appointed Conservation District (CD) Supervisors
UCC Voting Members:
Terry Spackman, Zone 1 
Todd Arbon, Zone 2 
Kim Evans, Zone 3 
Bruce Christensen, Zone 4
Sam Larson, Zone 5 
Bryan Smith, Zone 6 
Bill Butcher, Zone 7 

Standing UCC Voting Members:
Kevin Bailey, Utah Weed Supervisor Association President 
[bookmark: _Hlk113433292]John MacKey, Water Quality Division Director, Utah Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 
Joel Ferry, Utah Department of Natural Resources Director (DNR) 
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Conservation Commission Member (absent)
[bookmark: _Hlk113434168]Dr. Ken White, Director, Utah State University Extension (USU) 
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Department of Agriculture and Food:
Jim Bowcutt, Director
Sherie Edginton, Executive Assistant 
Darrell Gillman, Resource Coordinator 
Sarah Clancy, Agriculture Loan Program Manager
Sean Trease, ARDL Loan Specialist
Tracy Balch, ARDL Loan Specialist
Shelly Rentmeister, ARDL Financial Analyst
Jay Olsen, County Water & Land Conservation Manager
Katie Ottman, AgVIP Program Manager
Tony Richards, Soil Health Program Manager
Trevor Adkins, Attorney’s Generals Office 
Kristina Saunders, Financial Manager
Amber Brown, Legislative and Government Affairs Director

[bookmark: _Hlk183418846]Conservation Partners Representatives:
Kristy Davis, Utah Association of Conservation Districts (UACD)
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UCC MEETING – CALL TO ORDER

Utah Conservation Commission Chair Kelly Pehrson called the meeting to order at 8:00 AM.

APPROVE MODIFICATION OF AGVIP INCENTIVE STRUCTURE

Mr. Tony Richards, Soil Health Program Manager, reported for Ms. Katie Ottmann, AgVIP Manager.  The decision was made to end the partnership with the STAR program because UDAF felt it was not in the best interest of the Department or tax payers.  Now the dates for the new granting process are as follows:  The application period opens April 14 and closes May 30 at 5:00 PM.  Between June 2 and 6, internal review process will start, the AgVIP Steering Committee and the UCC will approve the proposed funding list.  The grant recipients will be announced June 9 and all grant agreements will be signed and returned to UDAF by June 30.     It was requested to modify the program incentive program to change from $5,000 maximum a year for three years to $15,000 maximum over the three-year grant agreement period.  A motion was made by Mr. Joel Ferry, to change the incentive structure to $15,000 maximum over the three-year grant agreement period, seconded by Mr. Todd Arbon.  The motion carried unanimously.  

APPROVE AGVIP APPLCATION AND RANKING CRITERIA

Mr. Richards reviewed the AgVIP grant application and ranking criteria with the board.  Each applicant will work with a planner on completing the application.  Applicants will need to agree to try additional conservation practices for one year.  They will also be required to complete a CNMP.  A motion was made by Mr. Todd Arbon to approve the AgVIP application and ranking criteria, seconded by Mr. Kim Evans.  The motion carried unanimously.  

APPROVE AGVIP POLICY AND RULE

Mr. Richards reviewed changes to the AgVIP Policy.  Due to the separation from the STAR program the policy needed to be adjusted.  All applicants will continue to be protected by UDAF from water quality issues.  All participants are willing to try at least one new conservation practice.  A motion was made by Mr. Todd Arbon to approve changes in the AgVIP policy, seconded by Mr. Sam Larson.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Richards reviewed changes to the AgVIP Rule.  Section 64 – Applicants must have a plan written, and evaluation of fields yearly.  Applications who are in default on an ARDL loan are not eligible.  Each plan must include one new conservation practice.  A motion was made by Mr. Bruce Christensen to approve updates on the AgVIP Rule, seconded by Mr. Sam Larson.  The motion carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Kim Evans, seconded by Mr. Sam Larson

The meeting adjourned at 8:33 AM.


