Bicknell Town Council Meeting
June 5, 2025
Meeting minutes
Welcome/Pledge of Allegiance
Mayor Noreen Johnson welcomed everyone to the Bicknell Town Council meeting on June 5, 2025. Kerry led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call
Mayor Noreen Johnson conducted roll call. Present were Steve, Carrie, Weston, Gregg, Scott, and Carrie Brinkerhoff. Kelsey was noted as absent. Public in attendance were: Shawn Davis, Maggie Ellett, Jan &Mary Ellett, Laura Lasco, Deann Frazier, Jim Dudelston, and Ellen Anderson.
Approval of Minutes
Mayor Johnson presented five sets of minutes for approval:
1. May 1st Town Council Meeting Minutes
1. Bicknell Town Fonzi Public Hearing Meeting Minutes
1. Bicknell Town Work Meeting Minutes from May 29th
1. Second CDBG Public Hearing Meeting Minutes
1. Bicknell Town School District Meeting Minutes
Each set of minutes was discussed and approved individually through motions and votes.
Motion to approve May 1st Town Council Meeting Minutes made by Gregg Anderson, seconded by Steve Albrecht. The motion passed unanimously.
Motion to approve Bicknell Town Fonzi Public Hearing Meeting Minutes made by Steve Albrecht, seconded by Kerry Stevens. The motion passed unanimously.
Motion to approve Bicknell Town Work Meeting Minutes from May 29th made by Kerry Stevens, seconded by Gregg Anderson. The motion passed unanimously.
Motion to approve Second CDBG Public Hearing Meeting Minutes made by Steve Albrecht, seconded by Kerry Stevens. The motion passed unanimously.
Motion to approve Bicknell Town School District Meeting Minutes made by Kerry Stevens, seconded by Gregg Anderson. The motion passed unanimously.
Public Comments
Jan Ellett and Mary presented concerns about water drainage issues in front of the post office. They showed photographs of the problem area, which included a pipe or culvert that caused water to back up and enter the post office during high-water events. The council discussed removing the pipe and culvert to improve water flow and potentially redoing the sidewalk on that block. The council agreed to remove the pipe and address the issue.
Shawn Davis, representing the school board, provided updates on the new elementary school project. He mentioned that the mechanical building had been moved to provide 24-foot clearance and meet setback requirements. The school's address will be changed to the north side to comply with regulations. Davis also discussed potential parking solutions, including using the lot across from the existing gym. He noted that construction is planned to start the following Monday, with the school projected to open in fall 2027.
Davis also brought up concerns about the shortage of sheriff's deputies in Wayne County, which affects the ability to provide school resource officers. He mentioned that the school district is working on alternative plans to address this issue.
Business
a. Planning & Zoning Report
Ellen Anderson presented the Planning & Zoning report. She mentioned that the committee had worked on the home occupation ordinance and briefly discussed the extended stay ordinance. Ellen sought guidance from the council on whether to continue work on the extended stay ordinance or to take a break. The council advised the committee to take a break if needed, but to keep the extended stay ordinance in mind for future consideration.
b. Ordinance No.6-5-2025 Building and Zoning Ordinance-Conditional Use Section 16 Amendment
The council reviewed and discussed the amendment to Section 16 of the Building and Zoning Ordinance regarding conditional use.
Motion to amend Section 16 of the Building Ordinance made by Gregg Anderson, seconded by Steve Albrecht. The motion passed unanimously.
c. Home Occupation Business Ordinance No. 6-5-25
The council discussed the Home Occupation Business Ordinance, focusing on specific points, including the definition of employees, retail sales limitations, and the application process. They decided to make a few minor changes to the wording and to combine the home occupation application with the business license application to streamline the process. The council agreed to revisit and vote on the ordinance at the next meeting on July 10th.
d. Industrial Park
Mayor Johnson reported on recent developments regarding the proposed industrial park near the cemetery. She informed the council that the county is not in favor of Bicknell annexing the area and wants to maintain control over the development. The council discussed potential strategies, including limiting water access to encourage annexation. They also considered the possibility of a larger annexation project to include other areas of the town. 
e. Budget 2025-2026 Approval
Motion to approve the 2025-2026 budget made by Kerry Stevens, seconded by Weston Johnson. The motion passed unanimously.
f. Member Reports
Mayor Johnson reminded council members of the upcoming mayor-commissioner meeting on June 18th at 6:30 PM. She also mentioned an invitation from the Forest Service to celebrate the return of the half-track on June 19th.
Steve Albrecht suggested improvements to the irrigation system for trees and planters at the memorial site. He also brought up the topic of annexation and mentioned Koosharem's application for BLM land for their cemetery.
Scott Woolsey provided updates on various maintenance tasks, including work on the greenhouse, electric fencing, well maintenance, weed control, and preparations for moving mud in the river channel. He also reported on the condition of the cemetery for Memorial Day.
Kerry Stevens mentioned the need to order new flags for the town and discussed the possibility of participating in a flag retirement ceremony in Torrey on June 14th.
Carrie Brinkerhoff presented the bills for approval. Getting new flags was discussed.
Motion to pay the bills made by Kerry Stevens, seconded by Weston Johnson. The motion passed unanimously.
Closed Session as permitted by Utah Code Annotated Section 52-4-205(1)(a)
Motion to enter closed session made by Kerry Stevens. For the council to do their monthly employee evaluations.
[bookmark: _Hlk201581967]Adjournment 
The regular meeting was adjourned, and the council entered into a closed session.
