


South Salt Lake Valley Mosquito Abatement District
Board Meeting Minutes
June 9th, 2025 at 2:00 pm

The Board of Trustees of the South Salt Lake Valley Mosquito Abatement District (SSLVMAD), Salt Lake County, State of Utah, met in a board meeting at the District offices at 7308 Airport Road, West Jordan, Utah and via Zoom with an anchor location established at the District offices.
The following board members were present Tish Buroker (Riverton), Silvia Catten (Millcreek), Don Christensen (West Valley), Brad Gilson (Draper), Paul Glover (Midvale), Kathie Johnson (South Jordan), Kristie Overson (Taylorsville), Linda Price (White City), Florence Reynolds (Sandy), Ilene Risk (Salt Lake County), Laverne Snow (Murray), and Greg Wilding (Bluffdale).
The following board members were absent: Jeff Bossard (Brighton), Ty Brewer (Holladay), Kelvin Green (West Jordan), Matt Holton (Cottonwood Heights), Natalie Pinkney (South Salt Lake), and Steve Shields (Herriman).
Also attending were Dan McBride, Scott Sommer, Eric Gardner, Katie Giddens, and resident Gene Drake.
1. Welcome. Catten conducted the meeting and duly called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone at 2:01 pm.
2. Citizen Comments. No citizens commented.
3. Board Conflicts of Interest Disclosures. No board members disclosed any conflicts of interest.
4. Approve Minutes. Risk moved to approve the minutes of the May Board meeting. Glover seconded the motion, and the motion carried with all in favor. Snow was absent for the vote.
5. Oath of Office-New member introduction 
No new board members were present. 
6. 2024 Audit Report
Katie Giddens of Child Richards CPAs and Advisors presented an independent auditor’s report for the District for the year ending December 31st, 2024. No difficulties dealing with management were noted and there were no findings.
Giddens reported that the auditors were of the opinion, that the financial statements audited present fairly, in all material respects, the respective financial position of the governmental activities and each major fund of South Salt Lake Valley Mosquito Abatement District, as of December 31, 2024, and the respective changes in financial position, and, where applicable, cash flows thereof for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.
In comparison with the previous year, Giddens noted increases in 2024 operating costs, tax receivable, and amount in inventory and explained that after accounting for depreciation and governmental accounting aspects, an apparent net increase in fund balance from 2023 to 2024 of around $31,000 is more accurately described as a loss of around $68,000.
Giddens also explained a new accounting standard for compensated absences (GASBS 101- Compensated Absences) and noted that the audit suggests that current District policy satisfies the new standard. 
Giddens also explained that state compliance requirements were tested for 2024 in the following areas: Budgetary Compliance, Fraud Risk Assessment, Fund Balance, URS Retirement System, and Open & Public Meetings Act.
In response to a question from Buroker, Giddens indicated that the District reported similar trends in expenses and fluctuations as observed in other mosquito abatement districts.
Risk reported on a meeting of the Audit Committee and reiterated that the audit revealed no disagreements with management and no findings. Price noted efforts by Kassie Draper to obtain board member training records and pointed out that current reserve funds could cover losses similar to that experienced in 2024 for several years. In response to a question by Snow, McBride explained that an extraordinary control reserve fund is allowed to hold 25% of the amount of the operating budget and an additional 100% of the amount of the operating budget may also be retained in reserve; the District does not have the maximum allowable amount in reserve funds and some reserve funds are intended for capital rather than operational expenditures.
Risk noted that the audit committee recommended accepting the corrected audit report. Johnson moved to accept the audit report, Wilding seconded the motion and the motion carried with all in favor.

7. 2025 Certified Tax Rate – Resolution #25-03
McBride recommended that the board approve the tax rate as it is received from the Salt Lake County Auditor’s Office. He noted that a lower rate was expected because new growth has contributed to the amount of tax revenue previously received being near the upper limit of the amount allowed. In response to a question from Glover, McBride indicated that a reduced tax rate would decrease the amount of tax revenue the District receives despite increases from new growth.
Price moved to accept Resolution #25-03 and adopt the tax rate received from the Salt Lake County Auditor’s Office. Christensen seconded the motion and the motion carried with the following vote:
Jeff Bossard		Absent
Ty Brewer		Absent
Tish Buroker		Yes
Silvia Catten		
Don Christensen	Yes
Kelvin Green		Absent
Brad Gilson		Yes
Paul Glover		Yes
Matt Holton		Absent
Kathie Johnson	Yes
Kristie Overson	Yes
Linda Price		Yes
Florence Reynolds	Yes
Ilene Risk		Yes
Laverne Snow		Yes
Greg Wilding		Yes
8. 2026 Truth in Taxation Rate
McBride reported that the District currently receives around $1,225,606 in property tax revenue and proposed that the board consider asking that the tax rate be adjusted to receive an additional $320,000. He pointed out that no adjustment to the tax rate has been made since 2012 and that because of a rate reduction, there has been no effective rate change since 2002. During that time the population of the District has increased by over 200,000 individuals and 72,000 homes, and inflation has increased costs, including by around 6% in 2024. Reynolds asked if an increase of $320,000 would be enough and McBride explained that an increase of $320,000 would facilitate sustaining current operations and expanding public relations and black fly control, and allow the District to operate above a negative net position and maintain financial health. He indicated that the additional funds would facilitate operational enhancements including potential use of drone-based surveillance and treatment and improved data systems and would help meet the needs of future capital projects to modernize vehicles and equipment and expand laboratory capabilities.
In response to questions and comments from Catten, Risk, Buroker, and Reynolds, McBride explained that a drone could reduce staff labor, decrease negative environmental impact, and potentially increase effectiveness of mosquito control in some areas; cost for equipment and for pilot training would likely be around $80,000 and yearly maintenance costs of around $10,000 could be expected.
The board discussed adjustments to the tax rate made by the County Auditor’s Office with Wilding, Catten, and McBride explaining that the rate is set and adjusted to keep revenue consistent though there is some fluctuation year to year around the target revenue the Board requested.
McBride explained that the proposed increase (around 24%) would represent an additional $0.99 tax burden for an average home (property value around $599,833), or an additional $4.50 for businesses with property value around $1,500,000. The overall tax burden is still less than what is paid in neighboring mosquito abatement districts. Buroker suggested that listing an increase of $0.99 would be informative, and Christensen pointed out that the tax burden for individuals is much less than commercially available pest control services or products. Price and Risk noted that citizens may not be well informed about the services received.
Catten expressed the opinion that it has been long enough since an adjustment to the tax rate that exploring an increase seems reasonable. Buroker noted that insufficient funds would make responding to evolving mosquito challenges, such as from invasive species, challenging. Price indicated that current service levels cannot be sustained indefinitely with current revenue and suggested that innovation and adoption of new technologies would improve the level of service. Catten agreed that innovation is important for growth and good service. Johnson suggested asking for revenue at a rate that would not require frequent adjustment. McBride agreed and noted that some districts average rate increases every 7 years or so.
McBride explained some truth in taxation requirements including visiting municipalities and holding public hearings and noted that no citizen vote would be held. 
Christensen moved to go forward with truth in taxation requirements to propose an increase in revenue of $320,000. Price seconded the motion and the motion carried with all in favor.
9. Conditions of the District
McBride reported that the mosquito season is in full swing and the District is fully staffed with around 21 seasonal employees. He mentioned public relations events attended at Sego Lily Garden Spring Fair and the Bingham Creek library and mentioned anticipated participation at upcoming events in Taylorsville and at the Whitmore, Holladay, and Draper libraries. 
McBride has participated in arbovirus conference calls with other public health agencies and mentioned that, though not yet known to be transmitted by mosquitoes, Oropouche virus is now CDC reportable. In response to questions from Risk, Johnson, and Snow McBride explained that symptoms of Oropouche virus may be similar to West Nile virus symptoms though with perhaps a higher incidence of neurological damage, that vectors could pick the virus up from infected humans, and that public health agencies will inform health care providers and other medical professionals. 
McBride reported that travel related cases of dengue, malaria, and Oropouche virus have been reported in Utah, but local transmission of mosquito diseases have not been reported yet.
McBride indicated that mosquito surveillance continues, and trap numbers are below the 5-year average. He noted that dry years can yield lower numbers of mosquitoes in some areas, though increased irrigation may increase numbers in other areas.
McBride mentioned upcoming conferences related to mosquito control and District operations. The annual meeting of the Utah Mosquito Abatement Association (UMAA) is anticipated in Park City in October. As incoming UMAA president, McBride will have a significant role in planning that meeting. The annual meeting of the Utah Association of Special Districts will take place in Layton in November. In early 2026 the annual meeting of the West Central Mosquito and Vector Control Association will be held in Grand Junction, Colorado, and the annual meeting of the American Mosquito Control Association will be held in Portland, Oregon.
Safety goals were met since the previous board meeting. One close call, 7 minor incidents, and 2 minor vehicle incidents have been reported and are being investigated. 
Buroker asked if service requests increased following news reports of mosquitoes and McBride explained that public relations events seemed to increase service requests more than news reports. He noted some positive outcomes of those events and he and Sommer mentioned plans to participate in events in 2-3 cities each year. Catten mentioned positive experiences from educational presentations in elementary schools and encouraged spreading the word about such events.
10. Board Meeting Items for July 14th Meeting 
No additional items were suggested for discussion at the July 14th board meeting.
11. Approve Bills. Buroker moved to approve the bills; Risk seconded the motion. The motion carried with all in favor.
12. Adjourn.  Glover moved to adjourn the meeting, Johnson seconded the motion and the meeting was adjourned at 3:26 pm.



