


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
PUBLIC HEARING & REGULAR MEETING
June 11, 2025
7:00 PM

ATTENDANCE:  Council Members Mecham, Anderson, Mayor Pro Tem J Holmgren and Dallin, Clerk Holmgren, Clerk Andreasen.

VISITORS:  Alan Christensen

ABSENT: Mayor Armstrong, Council Member R Holmgren

WELCOME: Invocation by Council Member Mecham

OPENING CEREMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  July 9, 2025

MINIUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from May 14, 2025 were reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.  Council Member Dallin motioned the minutes from May 14, 2025 be approved.  Council Member Mecham seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:    None

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Alan Christensen apologized for the text he sent in the group chat.  He was just frustrated to not be able to get all the jobs done.  He does understand there are budgets and purchasing policy that the council members need to adhere to.  The swing delivery date will be in August.  Golden Spike will be making the final connections on the generator.  A test run will follow.  Alan would like to have the light poles and electricity ran for the park by July 24th.  Alan has fabricated the light poles and Golden Spike will run the electricity.  Alan has also backfilled around the merry go round.  He has noticed the playground could use some filling in also.  He suggested filling with gravel and then put bark on top.

7:15 pm PUBLIC HEARING TO RECEIVE COMMENTS ON POSSIBLE AMENDMENTS TO THE 2024-25 BUDGET AND PROPOSED 2025-26 BUDGET:  Council Member Dallin motioned to open the Public Hearing.  Council Member Anderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  There was no public comment.  Council Member Dallin motioned to close the Public Hearing.  Council Member Anderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS:  There were no Public Hearing comments.

POSSIBLE ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE 2024-25 BUDGET:  Amendments are as follows:  General:  Capital Project (Prop tax) $47,162 (Expense), Park: swings $15,200 (Expense), Park Lighting $25,000 (Expense).  Council Member Dallin motioned to adopt the Resolution to amend the 2024-25 Budget.  Council Member Anderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

POSSIBLE ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE 2025-26 BUDGET: Added:  $10,000 per year in the capital projects, for cemetery expansion, $25,000 for cemetery memorial.  Council Member Mecham motioned to adopt the Resolution to approve the 2025-26 Budget.  Council Member Anderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

POSSIBLE ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE 2025 CERTIFIED TAX RATE: Council Member Dallin motion to adopt the Resolution to approve the 2025 Certified Tax Rate.  Council Member Mecham seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION FOR SETBACKS FOR DWELLINGS AND RESIDENTIAL ACCESSORY BUILDINGS:  The Planning Commission has sent their final recommendation for the setbacks for dwellings and residential accessory buildings.  Their recommendation for residential corner lots, the first 30 feet of the rear yard be considered a side yard for accessory building set back purposes.  If approved this would be the change to 7.1.8:  (c) Additional setback requirement for a corner:  A corner lot’s rear yard shall have a setback that essentially mirrors the adjacent neighbor’s 20-foot side yard setback.  This 20-foot setback shall be required for 60 feet from the street property line.  Council Member Anderson stated he would like to approve the recommendation that the Planning Commission has worked so hard on.  Council Member Mecham disagrees with the recommendation.  He would like to see it be 3 feet from the property line.  Council Member Dallin stated he would like more time to review this.  He would like to look around town to see how this would affect other corner lots.  Council Members decided they would like to call a work meeting before the next planning commission meeting and review the information they have gathered from looking around town at the corner lots.  Council Member Anderson will arrange for the meeting.  Council Member Dallin motioned to table this to obtain further information.  Council Member Anderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW SCHEDULE FOR UTAH LOCAL GOVERNMENT TRUST INSURANCE:  The Trust came out and Clerk Andreasen took him around town to verify the property claimed on our insurance.  The council reviewed the list of items he presented a spreadsheet.  Council Member Mecham motioned to approve the information presented on the spreadsheet.  Council Member Anderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Council Member Dallin asked if they raise our rates if we make a claim.  Clerk Holmgren was not sure.  He asked if we could find out.  He might want to make a claim on the pickleball standards and frisbee golf.  It was also discussed making a claim for the north cemetery fence.

ELECTION CANDIDATES:  As of this date the following are candidates for the election:  Kyler Mecham, Mayor, Joshua Dallin and Riggin Holmgren Council Members.  We have until September for people to declare candidacy for write ins.  If no one declares as a write in, we will not have to have an election.

ECONOWASTE PROPOSED CONTRACT RENEWAL WITH INCREASE IN CHARGES:  Clerk Andreasen has done some research to be able to pinpoint exactly what is being charged and what we are charging for garbage services.  The first garbage can the Econowaste charge is $13.58 and we are currently charging $15.00.  The second garbage can, the Econowaste charge is $11.46 and we are currently charging $8.00.  

REVIEW AND POSSIBLE INCREASE IN CITY GARBAGE SERVICE FEES:  Possible monthly fee changes would be those paying for sewer, street lighting and 1 garbage can would pay $33 per month (previously $31.50) and those with two cans $46 (previously $39.50).  Council Member Dallin asked if this was going to be enough so that we don’t end up having to change it again next year.  Council Member Mecham would like to call Econowaste and ask questions about the CPI increase.  There was some confusion about if these lock in or can change once a year.  Clerk Andreasen stated if the Council choses to change the fee, she would like to see it take effect January 1, 2026.  For accounting reasons this would be much easier.  Council Member Dallin motioned we renew the contract with Econowaste, but wait for further information on CPI charges before setting the monthly fee, and wit until January 1, 2026 to implement it.  Council Member Mecham seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

AMEND FEE SCHEDULE:  No amendment needs to be made at this time.

REVIEW AND POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF REFUND POLICY FOR PARK AND CIVIC CENTER:  Clerk Holmgren and Council Member Dallin would like to see the refund policy for reservation cancelations be changed.  Currently for the Park if the cancellation is less than 2 weeks’ notice we refund everything but the cleaning deposit and for the Civic Center we refund all but $25.  Council Member Dallin would like to see it be changed to refunding only half of what was paid for the reservation.  The reason being, the town could have rented this out and is therefore losing money.  If they cancel with more than 2 weeks’ notice they will receive their full refund.  This part does not change.  Council Member Anderson motioned to make the mentioned change.  Council Member Mecham seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

JULY 24TH PLANS:  Dutch oven dinner is still up in the air.  Alan Christensen may be out of town.  Council Member Dallin is working on securing the fish for the fish scramble.  He thinks he might have some from Idaho that are cheaper than the ones we had last year.  He is not sure if we need to find someone else to be over the parade.  It was suggested if Stephanie Eggli does not want to do it, we ask Hollee Fawcett.  Cookshack:  Beef is ordered.  Council Member J Holmgren announced this will be the last year he and his family will be over it.  He would like to pass it on to someone else.  FFA students will be available to help in the cookshack again this year.  Melanie will continue running the pop stand.  Fireworks are set.  Layne with Kents will be helping us with the groceries and the refer truck.  LeAnn is already collecting items for the auction.

DISCUSS OPTIONS FOR FUTURE CEMETERY PLOTS:  There are only 216 cemetery plots left to sell.  We need to think about how we would like to expand the cemetery.  Do we want to budget money to buy property or open up the farthest east or pipe the ditch and use the west part.  For now, it was decided to budget $10,000 per year in the capital projects, for cemetery expansion.  Council Members would like to think about this and figure out how we can better use what we have for now.  

[bookmark: _Hlk201823566]MEMORIAL FOR VETERAN KIA:  Tyler Hansen suggested the town making a memorial for Billy Reese who named his plane Bear River Betsy.  Can we do a memorial for one person, when so many served?  Council Member Dallin stated as an entity if would need to be for everyone who served.  However, if his family came to us and wanted a memorial and was willing to pay for it, then it could be for just one.  Council Member Anderson also stated on the memorial you state this is dedicated to all that served.  Council Member J Holmgren stated Rudd Funeral Home might be interested in donation money for a memorial.  Clerk Andreasen has been doing some research and so far (there could be more), has found 4 veterans killed in action.  Council Member Anderson stated you can find veterans killed in action online.  He will try to find the website so we can do the research.  Council Members agree it would be nice to have a veteran’s memorial at the cemetery.  Council Members budgeted $25,000 for this memorial.  

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.     Council Member Dallin motioned to approve paying the bills.  Council Member Anderson seconded the motion.  Those voting in favor Council Members Mecham, Anderson and Dallin.  

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN:  No official complaint, but there is a house on the main road where people are living in a camp trailer and have also brought in a lot of cars.  There is also a semi parked in the borrow pit a good share of the time by the same people.  Council Anderson suggested to follow procedure and send them a letter.  Clerk Holmgren will mention this to the zoning administrator.

DEPARTMENTS:  Civic Center:  Council Member Anderson stated the lawn at the Civic Center looks terrible.  Council Member Dallin has the same concern with the Park.  Council Member Anderson would like to hire some kids to mow the lawn at the Civic Center.

Irrigation:  Council Member Anderson would like to set up a time for Kyle Walker to come and meet with the Clerks about the Computer Program for the irrigation shares.  He will also present the cost.  

Animal Control:  Council Member Mecham sent everyone a copy of the updated draft for the Animal Control.  He has already got some great feedback.  If anybody else has any recommended changes please let him know.  

RV Dump:  AIS asked if we had a lid made for the RV Dump.  They have the parts for their end.  Council Member Anderson mentioned he had Mr. Jensen bid it.  Council Member Anderson stated he would contact AIS to see what needs to be done. 

Roads:  Council Member J Holmgren has fixed a few pot holes on the roads.  The county will be coming out in the next little bit the chip seal some of the roads.  

ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member Anderson motioned to adjourn at 9:17 pm. Council Member Dallin seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

Minutes approved July 9, 2025.

											   ________________________________________________
							Megan Armstrong, Mayor 

Attest:

___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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