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Appendix B: Plan Update Data Sources 
Several sources of information were consulted to asses the relevance of the 2020 Mobility Plan. The sources, as well as 
the results of the public outreach efforts, are listed in this appendix. 

 
General Plan Update (2021) 

 
South Salt Lake updated its General Plan shortly after adopting the 2020 Mobility Plan. Contents of that plan, particularly 
the Transportation & Connectivity section (pgs. 49-62), were consulted in this plan update. 

 
Comprehensive Safety Action Plan (2024) 
In 2024, Wasatch Front Regional Council (WFRC) 
prepared a Comprehensive Safety Action Plan. 
The document assesses the safety of the 
transportation network within their service area, 
and recommends areas of improvement. As a 
Participating Jurisdiction within WFRC’s service 
area, South Salt Lake is covered under this plan. 
Recommendations from the plan, as well as GIS 
storymaps of data for the plan, were used to 
assess and update the Mobility Plan. The Action 
Plan recommends specific safety enhancements 
in SSL which are incorporated into this update. 
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Utah Household Travel Survey (2023) 
 
As part of the Utah Unified Transportation Plan, a large-scale survey was conducted statewide for several transportation 
and planning organizations throughout the State. The effort surveyed over 26,300 Utahns about many transportation 
topics such as the cost or location of parking, modes used, and travel preferences. The robust summary of data is the 
most comprehensive evidence we have about how people are getting around in Utah, and about how they would like to.  

 
Date from the survey can be accessed online in the form of a .pdf report and via a data explorer app. The data explorer 
app, which can be queried to show results by survey question and by geographic area, was used to inform aspects of the 
plan update and to evaluate the existing plan. 
 
One of the most noteworthy takeaways from the survey is that roughly half of all automobile trips in both Salt Lake County 
and the State of Utah are 3.5 miles or less, and 21% of automobile trips are less than 1.5 miles. This is important 
because these shorter distances are easy to substitute for less impactful modes, such as walking or biking. 
 
Other key takeaways are that walking accounts for nearly 10% of all trips in Salt Lake County, despite almost 37% of 
county households responding that they decided against walking or biking due to safety concerns. These findings have 
implications for where the priority of safety and alternative transportation fall in relation to automobile convenience. 
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Monetarily, state residents responded that if they were able to choose how transportation funds were spent, 25.4% would 
go towards bicycle and pedestrian improvements, 44.1% would go towards roadway maintenance and improvements, 
and 30.2% would go towards transit improvements. This contrasts with South Salt Lake’s current transportation budget, 
the vast majority of which goes towards roadway maintenance and construction. 
 
 

Esri (2024) and U.S. Census Data (2020) 
 
The software firm Esri, most known for its geographic information system (GIS), also compiles large quantities of useful 
data. Most of the data is based on the U.S. Census and American Community Survey, but Esri adds their own analyses 
and collected data for more usefulness. Paid Esri software services (which incorporate Census Data) were used to help 
inform the plan update. The data and tools within Esri can be used for complex analysis of South Salt Lake and surrounding 
areas. These analyses reveal things like demographic, commute, and employment trends in South Salt Lake. Analyses to 
inform this plan were tailored by location and contrasted over time to reveal trends. A sample of data represented with one 
of Esri’s tools is shown below. 

 
By the following graphic, staff and policymakers were surprised to learn that South Salt Lake’s population overwhelmingly 
belongs to the Millennial and Z generations. This contrasts with some preconceptions, perhaps stemming from the 
demographics of the city’s more outspoken residents. 
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Statewide Safety Data (2010-Present) 
 

The Utah Department of Transportation, through apparent partnerships with AASHTOWare and Numetric, maintains an 
online database of all reported crashes throughout the state of Utah. These crashes are organized in an interactive map 
and sortable by location, severity, mode of travel, contributing factors, etc. Graphs and charts can also be produced 
based on the data. These data were used to corroborate some of the theories in existing plans and heard during outreach 
efforts. Of course, data were sorted by locality to provide 
insights on the local transportation system only. Alarmingly, 
the data reveal that serious injury crashes continue to rise in 
South Salt Lake, even after adoption of the 2020 mobility 
Plan. It is worth noting that while these data do include the 
interstates (I-80 and I-15), the number of serious injuries and 
fatalities on the interstates is very low compared to the 
volume of vehicles they carry. 
 
 

In-Person Outreach Events 
 
Dedicated outreach booths for the mobility plan were set up 
at various public events during the summer and fall of 2024. 
These events included Monday with the Mayor, National 
Night Out, Celebrate South Salt Lake, and Craftoberfest. At 
the events, city staff were able to speak directly to residents 
in a candid atmosphere to hear their transportation concerns, 
needs, and expectations. Interactive exhibits such as maps 
and posterboards were available for eventgoers to provide 
feedback on. A sample of feedback from a posterboard is 
pictured. The most consistent themes from the feedback 
were requests for more bike lanes, sidewalk/bike lane 
maintenance, and traffic calming. 
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In addition to being analyzed in context, all comments received at the in-person events were fed into a wordcloud 
generator to highlight which words were used most frequently. The wordcloud below gives an idea of what themes and 
areas were most prevalent in the comments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Online Survey 
In addition to in-person outreach efforts, the city also conducted an online survey, with options to participate via quick-
response (QR) code or by links delivered via email or webpages. In-person event attendees were also directed to the 
survey.  Results are included in the following pages. 
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