LEAMINGTON TOWN BUDGET HEARING & TOWN COUNCIL
Wednesday, June 4, 2025, 6:30PM
PUBLIC BUDGET HEARING

Roll Call:
Russ Finlinson, Mayor: present
Michael Lovell, Council Member: present
Steven Holman, Council member: present, arrived after roll call
Clark Nielson, Council Member: present 
John Pruitt, Council Member: present
Ashlee Echols, Clerk/Recorder: present
Brittney Nielson, Treasurer: present
James Saunders, 

Meeting called to order at 6:33 PM

Budget Discussion & reconciliation: There is discussion about whether changes to the current employee salaries and wages resolution would affect the budget numbers. If the changes take place after the budget has been approved, during the reconciliation process a vote to open & revise the budget will take place. 
The fire department’s budget will need to be revised for FY 2025 to reflect the needed wildfire gear that has been purchased. We had budgeted $8,000; however, we will be spending a total of $16-18,000 before the fiscal year end. 
Russ goes over the reconciliation, discussing items that have been entered incorrectly and need to be moved to different ledger accounts to balance out the budget correctly. Ashlee will print out & Russ will go through the individual ledgers to finish reconciling the budget. James & Russ discussed how the CIB checks from Jones & DeMille may influence water budget numbers. 
The budget has been discussed thoroughly over the last 2 town council meetings and there are no changes to be made to the proposed FY 2026 budget. 
Tax rate discussion: Last year’s rate was 0.000567, which provided our needs. Russ would like to keep the rate the same.  
Mike motioned to adjourn the public hearing, John seconded, all in favor; motioned passed.



TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
Wednesday, June 4, 2025, 6:48PM

Meeting called to order at 6:48 PM

Roll Call:
Russ Finlinson, Mayor: present
Michael Lovell, Council Member: present
Steven Holman, Council member: present, arrived after roll call
Clark Nielson, Council Member: present 
John Pruitt, Council Member: present
Ashlee Echols, Clerk/Recorder: present
Brittney Nielson, Treasurer: present
James Saunders, 
Todd Tolley, Town Resident, arrived after roll call

Tax Rate: We will keep the tax rate at 0.000567 as it covered our needs last year with insurance rates. Russ shares the town’s insurance covers the requirements under HB-84 therefore no increase in insurance or tax rate is needed currently. Mike motioned to approve the current tax rate, Clark seconded, all in favor; motion carried. 
Budget Approval: Steve motioned to adopt the proposed FY 2026 budget as discussed during the budget hearing & previous town council meetings, Mike seconded, all in favor; motion carried. 
Bills: The bills were approved and signed.
Minutes: Mike motioned to approve May meeting minutes with Russ’s corrections, Steve seconded, all in favor; motion carried. 
Water & Garbage: 
Water shortage action plan: Mike & James discovered that during the 8-hour period when we thought the usage was 180gal/minute the tanks were equalizing. Once the tanks equalized, they began filling simultaneously. The well sounds good, we are pumping 105gal/minute, the tanks are at 12.3 ft & go into overflow at 15. We have been continuously gaining & have not lost any water. 
Russ would still like to work out a backup plan to pump water in case the old well fails during summer usage. Russ would like a performance clause in the change order with Brotherson’s that ensures the piping is complete by the 15th giving us the ability to purchase & use a temporary pump in case of emergency, until the state approved pump can be installed. 
Discussion about water conservation and the possibility of restricted or timed lawn watering. Mike will create a notice for water conservation with a warning of potential well failure that Ashlee will send out with the June water billing statements. 
Discussion about town usage & a tank level standard for fire protection. Mike has closely monitored our tank levels & town usage from Sunday, June 1st through today, Wednesday, June 4th. Peak usage time is between 4-9PM, usage about 180-190gal/min. Burmingham Trucking fills their tanks only when Mike instructs them to during low usage times of day. When Burmingham fills, it cavitates the cemetery pump, so Russ has been manually watering the cemetery. The cemetery batteries are not lasting the whole cycle, Russ would like to clean the solar panels to maximize the energy input & water during the day, so the battery is being charged as it is used. 

Town Hall/Parks:
Leamarado Day planning: We need to get a gun on order for the raffle, begin getting the rodeo comity together, & sponsor donation letters sent out. Steve is creating the donation letters for Kelsey McPherson to send out. We have money set in the budget to pipe the ditch this year. There is discussion about the town’s field west of the town hall. The water situation, who is farming the field & whether it is benefiting the town or how to ensure that it does benefit the town/rodeo. We have 5 water shares that we pay for. Whoever is farming & maintaining the land should also be irrigating the town hall lawns. 

Planning & Zoning: 
Ordinance status update: Mike shares the update he received from Mike Hansen. There is a discussion about transit tax & sales tax. Russ shares how it is a pain to collect & maintain the paperwork/filing for it. Steve shares his opinion that the potential businesses would have no effect on the town other than water the owners pay for & the tax would be unnecessary. If the town was becoming rundown it would be beneficial to add in.  Mike would like to go forward with the ordinance & leave the transit & sales taxes out with a placeholder to add them in if it becomes beneficial to the town in the future. Ordinance 4 is now almost finished. Mike has more comments to go through on other ordinances & will continue his work on those.  



Miscellaneous: 
Interlocal Election agreement: The price has been raised & is set up differently than years past. We do not anticipate having an election. As of the council meeting, Ashlee shares that no one has filed for candidacy yet & the filing period ends Friday, June 6th at 5PM. We may have to cancel the election & do 2-year appointments. Ashlee & Russ will discuss with Marki Rowley the need for the agreement. 
Town website discussion: Mike has exciting news; Sylvan Lovell will turn over his website & Chelsea Winsor has agreed to be website manager. Chelsea has done research on what needs to be done to transfer it over. There is a 5-year hosting service lease that is a couple hundred dollars every 5 years to renew. It will cost about $2,000 up front to get it migrated & set up then $50/month for Chelsea to maintain the website & post updates. The first thing Mike has asked Chelsea to do is get the general plan posted. The stipulation is, Sylvan Lovell reserves the right to upload any pictures he wants to the website at any time. 

Water discussion continued: Now that Todd is present Russ revisits the emergency water situation. Todd asks at what point the town can take over & install a pump without waiting for state approval & the 8–12-week lead time on a pump. James advises to call John Shartier (?) let him know the situation we are in & John can get the town a temporary operating permit. If that doesn’t work, get in touch with James, his neighbor Russel Seeley, who is the division director for drinking water, is aware of our situation & if needed can push for us. There is discussion between Russ, James and Todd on the updates in Brotherson’s change order, contract & the bonds situation to complete the job. If we release the bond, James recommends we require a bond for $300,000 so they are motivated to finish the job quickly. There is discussion on the completion of the current bond. 
Mike shares with Todd the new paperwork that is to be used for new meters & connections. 
Rocky Mountain Power provided a contract for the power to the tank site that he needs to review with James & Mike. Mike is going to dig deeper into the contract as there is already a utility easement in place. 
The kubota is overheating, Russ will take it to Spanish Fork to be repaired.  

Fire Department: Mike motioned to approve the opening of FY 2025 budget & increase the fire department budget to $18,000, Steve seconded, all in favor; motion passed. 

Mike motioned to adjourn, Steve seconded, all in favor; motioned passed. Meeting adjourned at 7:49PM
