
 

 

 

Memorandum 

To:​ ​ Town Council 

From:​ ​ Thomas Dansie, Director of Community Development 

Date:​ ​ July 3, 2025 

Re:​ ​ Invasive Vegetation Removal Project Contractor Selection - Summitt Forests, Inc 

 

Executive Summary 

The Town is working on a project to remove invasive Russian olive and tamarisk trees from the Virgin 

River watershed in Springdale and on Trees Ranch. Much of the work associated with this project will be 

performed by a contractor experienced in forestry and invasive species removal. Specifically, the 

contractor will remove invasive Russian olive and tamarisk from approximately 90 acres on the Tree’s 

Ranch property.1  

 

The Town issued a Request for Proposals in May to select a contractor for the project. The Town received 

one proposal in response to the RFP. Summitt Forests, Inc, a forestry and conservation contractor 

headquartered in Oregon, submitted the proposal. This contractor was also the only group who sent a 

representative to a pre-proposal meeting and site visit held at the end of May. 

 

Although the Town only received one proposal, the selection committee2 still went through the standard 

process of evaluating and vetting the proposal. Two members of the selection committee have had direct 

experience with Summitt Forests. They have had generally positive experiences working with this 

contractor. They report Summitt Forests work quality is excellent. They have no reservations working 

with Summitt Forests on this project. Additionally, Summitt Forests cost proposal is in line with what the 

Town anticipated and based the original budget for the project on ($2,098 per treated acre). Summit 

Forests has extensive experience working in Utah, specifically in southern Utah removing Russian olive 

and tamarisk.  

 

Summitt Forests’ proposal for the project is attached to this report. 

 

Because the Town has received positive feedback from people who have direct experience with Summitt 

Forests and because their cost proposal is consistent with the Town’s original project budget, staff 

recommends the Council select Summitt Forests, Inc as the Town’s contractor to perform the work 

associated with the invasive vegetation removal RFP. 

 

2 The members of the selection committee are: Kyndal Sagers (Zoning Administrator), Thomas Dansie (Director of 
Community Development), Lisa Zumpft (Resident Extraordinaire), Stan Gurley (Utah Forestry, Fire, and State Lands), 
Duncan Fuchise (Utah Forestry, Fire, and State Lands). 

1 The Town will partner with crews from the Utah Conservation Corps to remove the invasive vegetation from areas 
within the Town of Springdale, as well as select areas on Tree’s Ranch.  

 



 

If the Council selects Summitt Forest staff will prepare a formal contract between the Town and Summitt 

Forests for approval in the August meeting. Staff anticipates work on the project beginning shortly after 

September 1, 2025. 






























































