MINUTES OF A PUBLIC HEARING
OF THE BOARD OF EMERY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
HELD AT THE EMERY COUNTY COURTHOUSE

JUNE 17, 2025 


The purpose of the Public Hearing was to receive public input regarding Nuclear Industries in Emery County.

Comments received as follow:

Ron Dunn: Congressman Kennedy is in favor of all kinds of energy sources.
Dixie Thompson: EC has a history of being progressive when it comes to energy.
Diana Thompson: Energy is critical
Neal Peacock: Excited about research and leading out in energy research
Walt Johnson: in favor of nuclear energy
Carl Rudisil: for nuclear power
Jeff Hayward: not for nuclear power-not safe
Beth Tingey: for nuclear research
James Stevensen: not a lot of pluses for citizens
Jaren Wallis: Director of San Ran Rafael Energy Research Center.  Valor Atomic would like to build nuclear reactors at the Research Center.  They are looking at manufacturing in Emery or Carbon County.  Another company, NuCu is also looking to build a nuclear reactor. However, these things do not crop up overnight.  The process for permitting will take some time.  Other projects at the Research Center involving coal research include de-salination, batteries, and hydrogen research.  We are looking at all energy types.
Kyle Frandsen: What happened to the Green River project?
Jordan Leonard:  Blue Castle Holdings is not interested in nuclear at this time.
Scott Segmiller: has concerns about security.  Does EC have any control since the Research Center is owned by the State?
Keven Jensen:  We hope the State will listen to the local government.
Phil Outz: make housing affordable for people to move here. Is there potential for revenues from the solar panels?
LeLand Sasser: comment about mobile nuclear power plant
Blake Behling: for the study of nuclear process he would like to see EC manufacture to add to the County’s growth.
Rod Player:  commended the Commissioners for having this Public Hearing
Jeremy Pearson: past Director of the Research Center commented on how good it is to see the community come together to ask questions. It is good to make people comfortable with the safety aspects of nuclear power.
Patsy Stoddard: Nuclear power is good for EC’s economy.  The Business Chamber is looking at rural housing and putting together ideas for affordable housing in our county..  As a County we need to be part of the solution.
Scott Segmiller:  concern for being by-passed by the State during the process.
Tyson Huntington:  commented on security
Jeremy Pearson:  the whole state is pulling for this.  We can be the leader in this whole process.  It is incredible to think of what can happen in the next decade.
Kevin Butler: he is Pro-Nuclear, Pro Coal.  You can be both. We need to make ourselves aware of the facts and receive relevant information.
Jaren Wallis: Transparency is imperative.  We are not trying to keep anything from anyone.  This meeting is the first of many.  We want to figure out the best ways to get the information out there. 
Jaren’s wife:  commented that she lives in Elmo.  She grew up strongly anti-nuclear and is now pro-nuclear.  All energy types are important.  Getting the information to everyone is imperative.
Laurel Killpack:  For nuclear power and coal and manufacturing to bring our kids back home.
Adam Thompson: likes the research, and that we can do it here and have it done right.  We have storage and now we need to learn how to use it.
Blane: he is worried about the fallout from nuclear research.
Jaren Wallis:  commented that there is a possibility for anything to happen. It is multiple technology concerns.  Safety is the number one priority..
Susan Sitterud:  shared concerns about safety.  Information needs to go out to the community.  We want to be assured that we can get information..  She indicated that she has not heard enough to convince her to be pro-nuclear.  I expect to be knowledgeable of anything that is in my backyard..
Barbara Jones: commented that she is a cancer survivor.  She has four siblings who have cancer. Many of her family members were exposed to the environment.   She wants to be assured it will be safe in her backyard.. 
Susan Sitterud:  commented that maybe the waste should be shipped to the states that we ship the power to.  She added that she is pro-coal and the jobs it supports.  We do not want the waste stored here.
Trent Jackson:  Commented that he is Pro-Coal and Pro-Nuclear, pro whatever, we need help here.  We see it on our property taxes.  Please make sure Emery County is benefiting from having it here.
Keven Jensen asked how those in attendance knew about the Public Hearing to get a feel for the best way to get information out about how to pass along information to the public.
Jordan Leonard commented that we want to be on the same team and work hard to get it done. Whatever benefits our county has, we need to go get it and we want input from you, the citizens of Emery County.
Dennis Worwood commented that your comments and concerns are heard.  

The Public Hearing was closed.


