Town of Leeds

Town Council Meeting for
Wednesday, May 14, 2025

1. Call To Order/Roll Call: 7:03pm

ROLL CALL: Present Absent
MAYOR: BILL HOSTER X

COUNCILMEMBER: DANIELLE STIRLING

COUNCILMEMBER: RON CUNDICK

COUNCILMEMBER: MICHELLE PEOT

COUNCILMEMBER: KOHL FURLEY

X | X | X | X]X

TOWN PLANNER: SCOTT MESSEL

Invocation: Councilmember Furley
Pledge of Allegiance
Oath of office for Deputy Clerk
Declaration of Abstentions or Conflicts: NONE
Consent Agenda:
a. Tonight's Agenda of May 14, 2025

DOR WM

Motion to approve tonight’s agenda with changes strike number 4 and move 11 up to 7 made by

Councilmember Stirling 2" by Councilmember Cundick.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Yes No Abstain Absent
MAYOR: Bill HOSTER

COUNCILMEMBER: DANIELLE STIRLING

COUNCILMEMBER: RON CUNDICK

COUNCILMEMBER: MICHELLE PEOT

X[ x| x| x| x

COUNCILMEMBER: KOHL FURLEY

b. Meeting Minutes of April 23, 2025, Work Session

Motion to approve made by Councilmember Stirling 2" by Councilmember Peot.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Yes No Abstain Absent
MAYOR: Bill HOSTER

COUNCILMEMBER: DANIELLE STIRLING

COUNCILMEMBER: RON CUNDICK

COUNCILMEMBER: MICHELLE PEOT

x| X| X| X| X

COUNCILMEMBER: KOHL FURLEY

c. Meeting Minutes of April 23, 2025,

Motion to approve made by councilmember Stirling 2"¢ by Councilmember Peot.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Yes No Abstain Absent
MAYOR: Bill HOSTER

COUNCILMEMBER: DANIELLE STIRLING

COUNCILMEMBER: RON CUNDICK

COUNCILMEMBER: MICHELLE PEOT

x| X| X| X| X

COUNCILMEMBER: KOHL FURLEY




COUNCILMEMBER: KOHL FURLEY X

d. Meeting Minutes of April 30, 2025, Work Session
Motion to approve made by Councilmember Stirling 2" by Councilimember Furley.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Yes No Abstain Absent
MAYOR: Bill HOSTER
COUNCILMEMBER: DANIELLE STIRLING
COUNCILMEMBER: RON CUNDICK
COUNCILMEMBER: MICHELLE PEOT
COUNCILMEMBER: KOHL FURLEY

x| X[ x| x| X

7. Cemetery Presentation

Doris McNally: In March, met with James Dotson - President, RLA, ASLA LandWORKS Inc., and David
Powell - Landscape Architect, LEED AP LandWORKS Inc. who are here tonight. They discuss all the
design options that they picked for the cemetery and what would be added to what is already existing.
Discussed ADA options on getting into the cemetery. Adding columbarium’s to the cemetery showing
pictures of what the design would look like. Slides showed where the cemetery is right now and where it
would be with the design being presented. They want to keep the style of the cemetery historical. There is
funding that is needed for this project they want to use what they have now for the project and then budget
for future years. They want to build a relationship with this firm so that they can retain them for the other
cemeteries and future projects.

Please see the audio recording for the details to this part of the meeting.
8. Citizen Comments:

Lynn Potter: |1 own land in Leeds, but | live in St. George, or La Verkin. | think Leeds is a good town. | like
Leeds, I'd like to live in Leeds. | think that Mayor Bill works very hard, but | think you’ve gone astray on
some of your decisions. | have asked my attorneys about methods for curtailing power of politicians that
become power hungry and that abuse their power. | feel enough is enough. Evil only grows when good
men do nothing. | think it's been long enough and enough has occurred that something should be done. If
nothing is done at this point, then | feel that you'll think that you can get away with anything. What I'm
talking about are things like, from my own example, we were denied our right to appeal. Instead of giving
our right to appeal when we were denied access to the town council. Something that took place three years
ago and something that we were in court now for something that we have spent hundreds of thousands of
dollars on. It's something that the town has spent maybe close to $100,00 fighting us on because you
would not let us go before an appeal board. The other things that | think that you've been malfeasant on
have occurred with recent developments, whether it's the resort, which I’'m fully for the resort but the resort
did put up on the screen a document that showed that there are whole area of development where over
30% graded so that disqualified it under the Hillside Ordinance. You can't pick and choose who you're
going to allow through on the hillside ordinance because you've made it airtight. Another problem that |
personally have is with the development that's going on next door when they submitted their package for
their permits. It said right there in their permits that this little is highly subject to landslide. What should have
been done, and | had talked to the town previously about it there should have been terracing across there
instead for whatever reason, through emails with the mayor and the engineer, they're allowing for nothing
more than wattles, which are straw.

The mayor timed the public comment for 3 mins and the alarm went off asking the citizen to stop.



Melodie Hayes: Today is my last day as town inspector, | love you all very much. Thank you, mayor, for the
opportunity and Scott to allow me to be a part time building inspector. | never thought my life would change
but thank you.

Michelle Rutherford: Good evening, Council and Citizens of Leeds. As some of you are aware, on Monday
morning, | was terminated from my position as Town Clerk. My termination was not because | didn't
perform my duties. | was terminated for violating a policy | was not even aware of. When | borrowed the
town’s dump trailer to help my 72-year-old father remove trash from his property here in Leeds, | had no
idea | was breaking a rule. The mayor himself had sent the Town’s public works officer to help others in our
community clear weeds and brush from their properties. There was no malice in what | did, in fact | told him
what | did. While | had the trailer, | made a couple repairs to it. | used my own truck and paid for the dump
fees myself. Nevertheless, | am now aware, using it was against policy. Again, this policy was never given
to me, nor has it been given since. | was met on Monday morning by the mayor, one Councilmember, and
the Town’s Attorney by phone, 16 days after the fact, and | was terminated. | was not given a warning or
write up. After everything | have done for this town for the past year and a half, | was dismissed. | am
humble enough to know everyone is replaceable. | want everyone to be aware of the power trip our mayor
is on. He did not consult the members of this Council first. He did not terminate me immediately. If this is
such a serious matter, why was | not let go the day | made the request to use the trailer again? He made
sure | completed certain tasks first. He made sure the Deputy Clerk that he hired was better trained, the
Deputy Clerk he hired without the input from this Council which is necessary according to Utah State Code
10-3-916(1)(a). | do believe this Council should look further into the Policies and Procedures this Mayor
has violated and see if he is also untrustworthy to continue managing Town resources. This Town is not a
corporation and the mayor treating it as if he is the CEO is a scary reality we have been facing. Upon my
termination, | was given a letter from our Mayor stating that my final paycheck would be paid in accordance
with applicable Utah State law. According to that law 34-28-5(1)(a), | should have received my final
paycheck within 24 hours. | apologize to you and you.

The mayor’s alarm went off after 3 minutes and asked her to sit down.
Mayor Hoster: Asked if the audience member needed to be removed from the building.
Names were called by some in the audience towards the mayor. The mayor tried to regain order.

Michelle Peot: | would like to personally thank Michelle Rutherford for her service as a staff member and as
a volunteer on the Bloom Committee that was wrongfully disbanded. Thank you very much.

Mayor Hoster: Called for a point of order.

Troi Hoster: | would like to thank the members of the town council and planning commission for the time
and efforts for navigating the growth of our town. | know there can be some good outcomes or some bad
outcomes for our town with the developments, | really appreciate the care and working with developers to
get into agreement that will benefit our town as much as possible.

Please see the audio for the end of the meeting.

Motion to close the meeting made by Councilmember Stirling 2™ by Councilmember Furley.

ROLL CALL VOTE: Yes No Abstain Absent
MAYOR: Bill HOSTER X
COUNCILMEMBER: DANIELLE STIRLING X




COUNCILMEMBER: RON CUNDICK
COUNCILMEMBER: MICHELLE PEOT
COUNCILMEMBER: KOHL FURLEY

9. Adjournment: 7:50 PM

Approved this 28th Day of May 2025.

Bill Hogeé, Nfayo“?"’

ATTEST:

(o Voo

Cari Bishop, Deputy Cletk

x| x




