Beaver County Commission Meeting
Beaver, UT 84713
June 10, 2025

The Board of County Commissioners met on June 10, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. for its regular Commission Meeting.   Attending were:  Commissioner Wade Hollingshead, Chairman; Commissioner Tammy Pearson; Commissioner Brandon Yardley; Ginger McMullin, Clerk/Auditor; PresLee Jensen, Commission Secretary and Von Christiansen, County Attorney.


Comm. Wade Hollingshead called the meeting to order.

Prayer was offered by Wade Hollingshead, Commission Chair.
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Beaver County Sheriff Color Guard.
Recognize and honor Daughter of Utah Pioneer Members
Review and Approve County Bills.  Motion to approve County Bills was made by Comm. Pearson 
(aye), seconded by Comm. Pearson (aye), and the vote was made unanimous.

Previous minutes were presented by Ginger McMullin, Clerk/Auditor.  With minor adjustments and edits, motion to authorize minutes was made by Comm. Yardley (aye), seconded by Comm. Pearson (aye), the vote was unanimous.
Motion to adjourn as Beaver County Commission and convene as Beaver County RDA Board was made by Comm. Pearson (aye), seconded by Comm. Yardley (aye), the vote was made unanimous.  Roll call vote Comm. Pearson (aye), Comm. Hollingshead (aye) and Comm. Yardley (aye).
[bookmark: _Hlk200444035]Comm. Pearson declared a conflict of interest.
A standing motion was made by Comm. Yardley to accept the chair from Comm. Hollingshead for voting purposes.   Pursuant to the standing motion, the chair was passed back to Comm. Hollingshead throughout the voting process.
Public Hearing for Milford Solar II (Expansion) Project Area Plan and Project Area Budget was declared open.  Jason Burningham with LRB joined the meeting via ZOOM, to discuss the purpose of the resolution.  Bryan Harris with Longroad Energy joined the public hearing and updated the RDA Board on the Milford Solar II Project.  Mr. Harris expressed the challenge with the current tariffs the nation is facing.  The project has moved from a battery project to a non-battery project, from 200 MW to a 300 MW project.  Mr. Burningham discussed the project area and the proper notification that has been made prior to the public hearing.  No comment was heard from the public present for the hearing that day.  This document sets in motion the project plan.  Comm. Hollingshead declared the public hearing closed.
Motion to authorize Resolution 2025-09; A Resolution of the Board of the Beaver County Community Development and Renewal Agency Authorizing and Approving the Milford II (Expansion) CRA Project Area Plan was made by Comm. Yardley (aye), seconded by Comm. Hollingshead (aye).  Roll call vote Comm. Yardley (aye) and Comm. Hollingshead (aye).
Motion to reconvene as Beaver County Commission was made by Comm. Yardley (aye), seconded by Comm. Pearson (aye), and the vote was made unanimous.  Roll call vote Comm. Pearson (aye); Comm. Hollingshead (aye); Comm. Yardley (aye).
Comm. Pearson declared a conflict of interest.
A standing motion was made by Comm. Yardley to accept the chair from Comm. Hollingshead for voting purposes.   Pursuant to the standing motion, the chair was passed back to Comm. Hollingshead throughout the voting process.
Motion to authorize signature on Ordinance 2025-04; An Ordinance of the County Commission Authorizing and Approving the Milford II (Expansion) CRA Project Area Plan, as the “Official Plan” of the Milford II (Expansion) CRA Project Area; and related matters, was made by Comm. Yardley (aye), seconded by Comm. Hollingshead (aye), and the vote was unanimous.  Roll call vote Comm. Yardley (aye), Comm. Hollingshead (aye).
Consideration of Ordinance 2025-05 – Transient Room Tax Increase.  The Commission considered Ordinance 2025-05, an ordinance of Beaver County, Utah, imposing a Transient Room Tax (TRT) not to exceed 4.5% on short-term rentals of accommodations and services, as authorized by Utah Code § 59-12-301(1)(a)(ii).  Brandy Grace, CEO of the Utah Association of Counties (UAC), joined the meeting and provided background on the proposed ordinance. She discussed the need for tourism cost mitigation and explained that UAC has been a strong advocate for alleviating the impacts of tourism-related expenses on local governments.  Ms. Grace noted that HB 456 introduced new requirements, prompting involvement from legislative leadership. Following collaborative discussions among stakeholders, there was consensus to move forward with implementing a 0.25% increase to the existing TRT rate.  A motion to authorize the signature on Ordinance 2025-05 was made by Commissioner Pearson (aye), seconded by Commissioner Yardley (aye), and approved unanimously.  Roll call vote:  Commissioner Pearson (aye) Commissioner Hollingshead (aye) and Commissioner Yardley (aye).  The motion passed
Public Defender Grant Update- Candace Reid, Grant Coordinator, provided the Commission with an update on the renewal of the Indigent Defense Council contract for indigent legal representation.  The Commission will review the contract. Once the review is complete, the contract will be brought before the Commission for formal consideration and approval at the next scheduled meeting.
Milford Power Line ROW Easement.  The Commission considered an easement to relocate a power line at the new Milford Road Shed. As part of the process, an existing fence will need to be moved to allow for a clear and orderly installation.  A motion to authorize the signature and recording of the right-of-way easement for the power line relocation was made by Commissioner Pearson (aye), seconded by Commissioner Yardley (aye), and approved unanimously.

Declare Items as Surplus.  The Road Department requested to declare two trucks as surplus.  The vehicles have been in the fleet for several years.  The first is a 1997 Ford F250 Regular Cab and the second is a 2002 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD Regular Cab.  A Motion to declare the vehicles as surplus, was made by Comm. Pearson (aye), seconded by Comm. Yardley (aye), and approved unanimously.
Victim Advocate Update.  Shanna Fails and Kayzie Hansen met with the Commission to provide an update on the Victim Advocate Program case load over the past six months. They reported that last year’s case load totaled 198 cases, and this year that number has increased to 205.  They expressed appreciation for the continued support received from the County.
UAC Updates – Brandy Grace, CEO, and Sherry Dearden, Chief Executive Operations Officer of the Utah Association of Counties (UAC), met with the Commission to provide updates on current UAC initiatives.  Ms. Grace outlined several key items UAC is actively working on, including:  SB 174 – Updates to land use ordinances; Public Asset Initiative – State-led efforts to identify locations for housing development;  HB 434 – Data Privacy – Requirement to identify the County's Chief Administrative Officer and adopt an ordinance by year-end;  MCAT and PUMA – Development and expansion of the Multi-County Appraisal Trust (MCAT) and the new PUMA system;  Centrally Assessed Properties – Ongoing coordination and support;  SB 202 – Implementation of an online system for Board of Equalization (BOE) appeals;   Contract Legal Services – Resources for counties in need of legal support.  These initiatives aim to strengthen county operations and enhance coordination with state efforts.
Evelyn Warnick, from Representative Maloy’s Office, provided a report to the Commission following the Town Hall held the previous evening. She discussed topics related to public lands and the disposal of property, as well as ongoing discussions surrounding the Radiation Exposure Compensation Act (RECA).  She also mentioned the efforts of Congressional leaders to provide protections related to the USS Utah flag currently displayed at the Old Courthouse.
Motion to enter into closed session for the purpose of discussing the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of an individual; discuss strategy for pending or reasonably imminent litigation, real property negotiation, was made by Comm. Pearson (aye), seconded by Comm. Yardley (aye), and the vote was made unanimous.  Roll call vote Comm. Pearson (aye), Comm. Yardley (aye), and Comm. Hollingshead (aye).
Closed session declared closed by Comm. Hollingshead.
Meeting adjourned.





